
HOUSE No. 850
By Mr. Feeney of Boston (by request), petition of John C. Conley

for legislation relative to approval of land assembly and redevelop-
ment projects. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act concerning the approval of land assembly

AND REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing exists in
2 many of the cities and towns of the commonwealth
3 and on account of such shortage many veterans of
4 World War II are unable to obtain shelter for them-
-5 selves and their families, and this shortage is likely to
6 continue for a substantial period of time; and inability
7 to obtain adequate shelter will cause suffering and
8 disease among such veterans and their families unless
9 such shortage is relieved:

10 Section 26KK of chapter 121 of the General Laws
11 is hereby amended by striking out in said section,
12 whenever and wherever they appear, the words “Hous-
-13 ing Board” and inserting in place thereof the words:
14 the mayor of the city or the selectmen of the
15 town, —soas to read as follows- Whenever a
16 housing authority determines that a project for the
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17 assembly and redevelopment of decadent areas ought
18 to be undertaken in the city or town in which it was
19 organized, it shall apply to the mayor of such city or
20 to the selectmen of the town, as the case may be, for
21 the approval of such project. Such application shall
22 be accompanied by a plan for the project and a state-
-23 ment of the method proposed for financing the proj-
-24 ect, and such other information as the mayor or select-
-25 men may require.
26 The mayor of the city or the selectmen of the town
27 shall not approve any land assembly and redevelop-
-28 ment project unless the planning board, established
29 under the provisions of section seventy or section
30 eighty-one A of chapter forty-one for the city or town
31 where the project is located, shall have found, and the
32 mayor or the selectmen shall have concurred in such
33 findings, or, if no planning board exists in such city
34 or town, unless the state planning board shall have
35 found, and the mayor or selectmen shall have con-
-36 curred in such findings, (a) the project area would
37 not have private enterprises alone, and without the
38 aid sought by the housing authority from the federal
39 government or other subsidy, be made available for
40 development or redevelopment; (5) the proposed
41 land uses and building requirements in the project
42 areas in the locality where the project area is located
43 will afford maximum opportunity to privately fi-
-44 nanced development or redevelopment consistent with
45 the sound needs of the locality as a whole; (c) the
46 development plan is based upon a local survey and
47 conforms to a comprehensive plan for the locality as

48 a whole; (d) the financial plan is sound.
49 The mayor or the selectmen shall within thirty days
50 after submission of the application, give written
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51 notice to the authority of his or their decision with
52 respect to such project.
53 If the mayor or the selectmen shall disapprove any
54 such project, he or they shall state in writing in such
55 notice his or their reason for disapproval. Unless or
56 until approval of such project is obtained, the housing
57 authorities shall not undertake such project; pro-
-58 vided, however, that when a housing authority has
59 determined the location of a proposed land assembly
60 and redevelopment project, it may, without awaiting
61 the approval of the mayor or selectmen, proceed,
62 the opposition or otherwise, to obtain control of the
63 real property within the locality; but it shall not,
64 without the approval of the mayor or the selectmen,
65 unconditionally obligate itself to purchase any such
66 property. A project which has not been approved by
67 the mayor or selectmen when submitted to them may
68 be again submitted to them with such modifications
69 as are necessary to meet their objections.
70 Before proceeding with such a project the housing
71 authority shall also secure the like approval of the
72 housing board inany case in which the commonwealth,
73 acting by or through the housing board, has or will
74 render financial assistance for the construction, devel-
-75 opment or operation of such project.




