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By Mr. Feeney of Boston (by request), petition of John C. Conley
for legislation relative to accounts and controls of municipal housing
authorities. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act concerning the accounts and controls
OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing exists in
2 many of the cities and towns of the commonwealth
3 and on account of such shortage many veterans of
4 World War II are unable to obtain shelter for them-
-5 selves and their families, and this shortage is likely
6 to continue for a substantial period of time; and in-
-7 ability to obtain adequate shelter will cause suffering
8 and disease among such veterans and their families
9 unless such shortage is relieved, therefore section 26U

10 of chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby amended
11 by striking out said section as it now appears and
12 inserting in place thereof the following:
13 Section 26U. Accounts and Controls. Each
14 housing authority shall keep an accurate account of
15 all its activities and all its receipts and expenditures
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16 and shall annually, in the month of January, make
17 a report thereof to the director of the division of
18 accounts in the department of corporations and
19 taxation and to the mayor of the city or the selectmen
20 of the town in which such housing authority is organ-
-21 ized. Each such housing authority shall likewise
22 make a report of all its receipts and expenditures
23 annually in the month of January to the housing
24 board with relation to projects developed, constructed
25 or administered under section twenty-six NN of
26 chapter one hundred and twenty-one and said housing
27 board may investigate the affairs of housing authori-
-28 ties and their dealings, transactions and relations with
29 respect to projects constructed, or developed under
30 said section twenty-six NN. Such reports by a hous-
-31 ing authority shall be made in a like manner to the
32 housing board and the housing board may make like
33 investigation with relation to any project constructed,
34 developed or operated under section twenty-six JJ
35 of chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the General
36 Laws; provided, however, that the commonwealth,
37 acting by or through the housing board, has or will
38 render financial assistance to such authority for the
39 construction, development or operation of such
40 project. The said director of division of accounts shall
41 have the power to examine into the properties and
42 records of housing authorities and prescribe methods
43 of accounting and rendering of periodical reports with
44 relation to projects undertaken by such housing
45 authorities.


