
HOUSE 1503

By Mr. Harding of Dedham (by request), petition of Joseph F.
Kessler for legislation to provide non-partisan town elections in the
town of Canton. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act providing for non-partisan town elections

in the town of canton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the aidhority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person who is qualified to vote
2 in the town of Canton may be a candidate for an
3 elective town office therein, and shall be entitled to
4 have his name printed on the official ballot to be used
5 at the regular or any special town election; provided,
6 that he shall file nomination papers provided by the
7 town clerk containing a number of signatures certified
8 as voters of the town equal to one quarter of one per
9 cent of the number of votes for governor cast in said

10 town at the preceding biennial state election.

1 Section 2. No primary or caucus for the nomi-
-2 nation of town officers shall be held. No ballot used
3 at any regular or special town election in said town
4 shall have printed thereon any party or political
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5 designation or mark, and there shall not be appended
6 to the name of any candidate any such political desig-
-7 nation or mark.

1 Section 3. Nomination papers shall be filed with
2 the town cleik not later than five o’clock in the after
3 noon of the day preceding the election. Every nomi-
-4 nation paper shall be submitted to the registrars of
5 voters for certification of the names thereon on or
6 before five o’clock in the afternoon of the seventh day
7 preceding the day on which it must be filed with the
8 clerk.

1 Section 4. Except as otherwise provided in this
2 act, the laws of the commonwealth governing town
3 elections, special elections of town officers and special
4 elections in towns, shall, so far as applicable, govern
5 such elections in the town of Canton.

1 Section 5. This act shall be submitted to the voters
2 of the town of Canton at the annual town meeting
3 to be held in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-
-4 one, in the form of the following question, wrhich shall
5 be printed on the official ballot used for the election
6 of town officers: “ Shall an act passed by the general
7 court in the year nineteen hundred and

YES.
8 fifty, entitled An Act providing for non- —--

9 partisan town elections in the town of
10 Canton,” be accepted?
11 If a majority of the voters voting thereon vote in
12 the affirmative in answer to said question, this, act
13 shall thereupon take full effect, but not otherwise.


