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act, have the same force and effect as if such action had been
taken in a town meeting open to all the voters of the town
as organized and conducted before the establishment of rep-

resentative town government.
Section 10. This act shall not abridge the right of the

inhabitants of Amherst to hold general meetings, as that

right is secured to them by the constitution of this common-
wealth; nor shall this act confer upon any representative

town meeting in Amherst the power finally to commit the

town to any measure affecting its municipal existence or

changing its form of government, without action thereon

by the voters of the town at large, using the ballot and check

Ust therefor.

Section 11. This act shall be submitted to the registered

voters of the town of Amherst for acceptance at its annual

town election in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

The vote shall be taken by ballot in accordance with the

provisions of the general laws, so far as the same shall be

apphcable, in answer to the question, which shall be placed

upon the official ballot to be used for the election of town
officers: — "Shall an act passed by the general court in the

year nineteen hundred and thirty-six, entitled ' An Act estab-

lishing in the town of Amherst representative town govern-

ment by limited town meetings', be accepted by this town?"
If accepted by a majority of the voters voting thereon, this

act shall take effect for all purposes incidental to the annual
town election in said town in the year nineteen hundred and
thirty-seven and shall take full effect beginning with said

election.

Section 12. If this act is rejected by the registered

voters of the town of Amherst when submitted to said voters

under section eleven, it may be submitted for acceptance in

Uke manner to such voters at any annual town election in

said town not later than the annual town election in the year

nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and, if accepted by a

majority of the voters voting thereon at such election, shall

take effect for all purposes incidental to the next annual town
election in said town, and shall take full effect beginning with

said election. Approved January 29, 1936.

An Act extending the time for holding pre-pkimary Chap. 11
CONVENTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section fifty-four of chapter fifty-three of |j^;^|"^| 54^

the General Laws, as most recently amended by section one etc.. 'amended'.

of chapter four hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in the second line, as appearing in section twenty-
one of chapter three hundred and ten of the acts of nineteen

hundred and thirty-two, the word "fifteenth" and inserting

in place thereof the word : — thirtieth, — so as to read as
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follows :
— Section 54. A political party shall, upon the call

of its state committee, but not later than June thirtieth, in

a year in which a biennial state election is held, hold a state

convention for the purpose of adopting a platform, electing

such number of members at large of the state committee as

may be fixed by the convention, nominating presidential

electors and endorsing for nomination candidates for offices

to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, to be
voted for at the ensuing state primary, and for such other

purposes consistent with law as the convention may deter-

mine. Such convention shall consist of the delegates elected

at the party primary as hereinbefore provided. The number
of delegates shall be one from each ward and town and one

additional for every fifteen hundred votes, or major fraction

thereof, above the first fifteen hundred votes cast at the pre-

ceding biennial state election in such ward or town for the

political party candidate for governor. At the second party

primary following the redivision of a city into wards under
the provisions of section one of chapter fifty-four there shall

be elected one delegate from each ward as established by
such redivision and such additional delegates, if an}^, from
such city as would be elected from the wards thereof if no

such redivision had been made. The state committee shall

apportion the number of said additional delegates by wards
and notify the state secretary of such apportionment on or

before March first preceding said party primary. In case of

a vacancy occurring for any reason except a tie vote such

vacancy shall not be filled. Nothing herein contained shall

affect or diminish the operation of the laws relating to state

primaries contained in sections forty-one to fifty-three A,

inclusive.

Section 2. Section two of chapter fifty-two of the Gen-
eral Laws, as most recently amended by section two of chap-

ter two hundred and eighty-eight of the acts of nineteen hun-

dred and thirty-four, is hereb}^ further amended by striking

out, in the sixth fine, the word "fifteenth" and inserting in

place thereof the word : — thirtieth, — so as to read as fol-

lows: — Section 2. Each political party shall, in every ward
and town, elect at the party primaries immediately preced-

ing each biennial state election from among the enrolled mem-
bers of the party resident in such ward of town a committee

to be called a ward or town committee, whose members shall

hold office for two years from June thirtieth following their

election and until their successors shall have organized.

Section 3. The terms of office of members of ward and
town committees in office on June fifteenth of the current year

are hereby extended to June thirtieth next following.

Ay-proved January 29, 1936.


