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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE RELA-
TIVE TO THE TRANSFER BY THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF THE LAND AND BUILDINGS
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE MASSACHU-
SETTS MARITIME COMMISSION IN THE
TOWN OF BARNSTABLE.

December 6, 1950.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

Under the provisions of chapter 78, Resolves of 1950,
directing the Commission on Administration and Finance
to make: “an investigation and study relative to the
transfer by the commonwealth to the town of Barnstable
of the land and buildings in Hyannis in the town of
Barnstable under the control of the Massachusetts
Maritime Commission,” the Commission held a public
hearing at Hyannis in the town of Barnstable on Monday
night, November 20. The hearing was attended by the
selectmen of the town of Barnstable, Hon. Edward C.
Stone, Senator from the Cape Plymouth District, Hon.
Allan F. Jones, Representative from the First Barnstable
District, representatives of the Military Department,
Department of Education, Massachusetts Maritime
Academy, and citizens of the town of Barnstable.

Mr. Victor Adams, chairman of the board of selectmen
of the town of Barnstable, expressed the views of his
board and indicated that the land and buildings of the
Massachusetts Maritime Academy were of vital im-
portance to the town, adjoining town property, and
the town might be interested in obtaining the property.
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If the town were not interested, Mr. Adams suggested
possible use by the County of Barnstable. The remarks
of Mr. Adams were amplified in a statement read by
Selectman E. Thomas Murphy, who outlined uses for
the property if presented to the town.

Col. Patrick T. MacQueeney, State Quartermaster,
expressed the interest of the Military Department in
acquirement and use of the building for headquarters for
the military companies now established on Cape Cod,
with his remarks amplified by the commanding officer
of the Barnstable company of the Air National Guard.

Russell T. Mack of the Department of Education ex-
pressed the views of Commissioner of Education John
J. Desmond, Jr., which indicated that the use of the
buildings and land for a community college would not
be advisable, and that courses of instruction of a com-
munity college, if sufficient interest were shown, could be
given by the University Extension Division of the Depart-
ment of Education co-operating with the school system
of the town of Barnstable.

Hon. Edward C. Stone expressed his desire to have
a community college established by the Commonwealth,
using the existing buildings for such purpose. Senator
Stone advocated such establishment in view of the
interest expressed through surveys by the Department of
Education of pupils of the high schools of the Barnstable
and lower part of Plymouth counties. His remarks were
supported by later speakers from the town of Barnstable.

Walcott Ames of Hyannis, chairman of the board of
visitors of the Maritime Academy, expressed concern
over proposed abandonment due to the regulations of the
United States Maritime Commission calling for certain
land based accommodations.

The chairman of the Commission conferred with the
Commissioners of the Maritime Academy who offer no
objection to transfer of the property to the town of
Barnstable, or for its use by other state departments.

In view of the present serious world conditions, the
Commission on Administration and Finance recommends
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that the property at Hyannis be retained under the con-
trol of the Massachusetts Maritime commissioners and
made available for use by other departments of the
Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

THOMAS H. BUCKLEY,
Commissioner of Administration.

GEORGE J. CRONIN,
Commissioner and State Purchasing

Agent.
WILLIAM H. BIXBY,

Budget Commissioner.
FRED A. MONCEWICZ,

Commissioner-Comptroller.








