
HOUSE .... No. 2393
By Mr. Curtiss of Sheffield, petition of Linwood J. Corser and

Sidney Q. Curtiss for the establishmentof a regional school district by
the towns of Alford, Egremont, Monterey, New Marlborough and
Sheffield and providing for the construction and operation of a school
by said district. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act providing for the establishment op a re-
gional SCHOOL DISTRICT BY THE TOWNS Of ALFORD,

eGREMONT, MONTEREY, NEW MARLBOROUGH AND SHEF-

FIELD, AND THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND

OPERATION OF A REGIONAL SCHOOL BY THE SAID DISTRICT.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of thein General Court assembled

same, as follows:
il school district is hereby
the towns of Alford, Egre-

1 Section 1. A region
2 established consisting of
3 mont, Monterey, New Marlborough and Sheffield,
4 hereinafter called the member towns as now existing
5 and as from time to time enlarged or modified. Said
6 district shall be a body politic and corporate with all
7 the powers and duties conferred by this act and by
8 law upon school committees and with the additional
9 powers and duties specified in sections sixteen and

10 sixteen A to sixteen I of chapter seventy-one, as
11 amended by chapter six hundred and thirty-eight
12 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-nine, and
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13 such other powers and duties as may from time to
14 time be conferred upon said district by law and by
15 the member towns by amendment of this act as
16 hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. The name of this district shall be the
2 “Southern Berkshire Regional School District” here-
-3 inafter called “district”.

1 Section 3. The powers and duties of the district
2 shall be exercised by a regional district school com-
-3 mittee hereinafter called “committee.” The number
4 of members on the committee shall be four for the
5 town of Sheffield, two for the town of Egremont, two
6 for the town of New Marlborough, one for the town
7 of Alford, and one for the town of Monterey.
8 (a) Each member town shall elect its representatives
9 to the committee in the same manner and at the same

10 time as town officers are elected in each of the five
11 towns.
12 (6) In the election referred to in section three (o),
13 the members of the committee shall be elected for
14 terms of two and three years, with all subsequent
15 terms of office to be for a period of two years. The
16 terms of office for each member town’s representative
17 or representatives shall be determined by listing the
18 member towns alphabetically, starting at the top
19 of this list the representative’s term shall be for three
20 years and going down the list alternate with a two
21 year term. For those member towns eligible for an
22 additional representative or representatives said repre-
-23 sentative’s or representatives’ term shall be alternate
24 to the one specified above so that terms will not
25 expire simultaneously.



1951.] HOUSE —No. 2393. 3

26 (c) No member of the committee may serve for
27 more than three terms consecutively.
28 (d) If any vacancy shall occur on the committee
29 through death, resignation or other causes, said
30 vacancy shall be filled within thirty days by the town
31 creating the vacancy by the following method: Ap-
-32 pointment by the selectmen of said town. Appointee
33 to serve until the next annual town meeting in that
34 town at which time member shall be elected to serve
35 unexpired term.
36 (e) Within two weeks after the election of the
37 representative or representatives by the last member
38 town voting, the initial committee shall organize by
39 choosing by ballot a chairman from its own member-
-40 ship, and by appointing a secretary and a treasurer
41 in accordance with section sixteen A of chapter six
42 hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of nineteen
43 hundred and forty-nine. Annually thereafter, the
44 committee shall reorganize in like manner within
45 two weeks following annual election of town officers
46 by the last member towns voting.
47 {f) Upon election of committee member or members
48 by the last member town voting, the regional district
49 school committee shall come into existence and shall
50 be possessed of and chargeable with all powers and
51 duties enumerated in chapter six hundred and thirty-
-52 eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-nine.
53 As soon as practicable thereafter said district com-
-54 mittee shall proceed to the establishment of a regional
55 district school by acquiring and laying out the re-
-56 quired land and erecting a suitable building thereon
57 in accordance with section four of this act.
58 (g) The school committees in the member towns
59 shall continue to exercise full and complete super-
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60 visory powers, as provided in said chapter seventy-
-61 one of the General Laws, over the school training of
62 children residing in their respective towns until
63 August first, nineteen hundred and fifty-two. There-
-64 after the regional district school committee shall
65 provide and supervise, in accordance with the provi-
-66 sions of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws, as
67 amended by chapter six hundred and thirty-eight of
68 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-nine, the
69 education of pupils residing within the district in all
70 elementary, high school and adult grades.

1 Section 4. A new school shall be constructed by
2 the district at the secondary level (grades seven to
3 twelve or nine to twelve), and shall be located in the
4 town of Sheffield.

1 Section 5. For the purpose of apportionment
2 among member towns in the district, costs shall be
3 classified as capital costs, operating costs and trans-
-4 portation costs.
5 (a) Capital costs shall include cost of site, cost of
6 construction, cost of laying out playgrounds and ath-
-7 letic fields, cost of grading, original equipment and
8 any other costs incurred to put a new school plant in
9 operation. Capital costs shall also include interest on

10 indebtedness incurred to meet these outlays and the
11 expenses incident to the preparation, issuing and mar-
-12 keting of bonds and other obligations. All subsequent
13 improvements to the school plant which would be
14 capitalized according to accounting principles shall be
15 considered as capital costs.
16 ( b ) Each member town’s proportionate share of the
17 annual capital costs shall be determined, to the near-
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18 est one hundredth of one per cent, by dividing the
19 equalized assessed valuation of that town by the total
20 equalized assessed valuation of the entire district.
21 Equalized assessed valuation figures shall be as set
22 forth in chapter five hundred and fifty-nine of the
23 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, or such later

24 equalized valuation as may be enacted by the general
25 court of the commonwealth.
26 (c) The payments of proportionate shares of said
27 capital costs of each of the member towns for each
28 year shall be made by the respective town treasurers
29 by check payable to the district not later than the
30 fifteenth day of the month preceding the maturity
31 date of said bonds. With respect to indebtedness
32 maturing in January, such payment shall be made no

33 less than twenty-four hours prior to said maturity.
34 (d) Operating costs shall include all expenses of the
35 district, except capital and transportation costs, such
36 as salaries, administrative and otherwise, wages, text
37 books, supplies, additions to current equipment, main-
-38 tenance and payments of interest on temporary notes
39 issued in anticipation of revenue by the district.
40 (e) Each member town’s share of the total estimated
41 operating costs of the regional district schools for any

42 calendar year shall be determined on a per pupil basis,
43 by multiplying the total budgeted operating costs by
44 a fraction, of which each town’s enrollment in the
45 regional district schools on the first day of October of
46 the previous calendar year shall be the numerator,
47 and the total enrollment in the regional district schools
48 on the same date shall be the denominator.
49 (/) Each member town’s share of the cost of opera-

-50 tion of the regional district schools for the first four
51 months, September through December, in the year
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52 nineteen hundred and fifty-two, shall be determined
53 by multiplying the total budgeted operation cost by a
54 fraction of which the enrollment in its grades one to
55 eleven as of October first of the preceding year shall
56 be the numerator and total enrollment in grades one
57 to eleven in all member towns combined on that same
58 date shall be the denominator. Adjustments in charges
59 to the separate member towns for the initial four
60 months of operation shall be made at the end of the
61 fiscal year, by using the same formula as in the pre-
-62 vious section.
63 (g) The payment for proportionate shares of said
64 estimated operating and maintenance costs of each of
65 the member towns for each year shall be made, upon
66 certification by the district treasurer as specified in
67 section eight below, by the respective town treasurers
68 by check payable to the district in two equal install-
-69 ments not later than the fifteenth day of May and
70 November.
71 (h) The district shall arrange for necessary trans-
-72 portation for pupils from all member towns attending
73 the regional district schools under the provisions of
74 chapter six hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of
75 nineteen hundred and forty-seven.
76 (i) Each member town’s share of the total trans-
-77 portation costs shall be apportioned among the mem-
-78 ber towns in such a manner as to conform writh the
79 provisions of chapter six hundred and seventy-nine of
80 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven. The
81 payment for proportionate shares of said transporta-
-82 tion costs of each of the member towns for each year
83 shall be made, upon certification by the district treas-
-84 urer as specified in section eight below, by the re-
-85 spective town treasurers by check payable to the dis-
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86 trict in two equal installments not later than the
87 fifteenth dav of May and November.

1 Section 6. No member town may withdraw from
2 the regional school district until its share of the dis-
-3 trict’s bonded and other indebtedness has been paid in
4 full; and provided, further, the withdrawing town
5 shall remain liable to the district for indebtedness of
6 the district outstanding at the time of such withdrawal
7 and the interest thereon to the same extent and in the
8 same manner as though such town had not withdrawn
9 from the district, provided such liability shall be re-

10 duced by any amount which such town has paid over
11 or secured the payment of at the time of withdrawal
12 and which has been applied to the payment of such
13 indebtedness or interest.
14 Any member town whose share of the district’s
15 bonded and other indebtedness has been paid in full
16 may withdraw from the district, providing such with-
-17 drawal has the unanimous consent of the regional
18 district committee and is approved by a majority vote
19 in annual town meeting of that town. After a period
20 of sixty days after acceptance of this act by the last
21 member town voting, no town may be admitted to the
22 district except by an amendment to this act as herein-
-23 after provided.

1 Section 7. Except in matters relating to payment
2 or provision for payment of all bonded obligations of
3 the district, as provided for in section five (c), this act
4 may be amended from time to time by the following
5 procedure:
6 (a) A proposal for amendment may be initiated by a
7 signed resolution bearing the signatures of ten per



HOUSE — No. 2393. [Apr.8

8 cent of the registered voters of any one of the mem-
-9 her towns or by a majority of the members of the

10 regional school district committee.
11 ( b ) Said proposal must be presented to the secre-
-12 tary of said committee. The secretary of said com-
-13 mittee shall in turn, and within one week, notify the
14 selectmen of each of the member towns that said pro-
-15 posal for amendment to this act shall become one of
16 the articles in the warrant for their next annual or
17 special town meeting. When the member towns, with
18 not more than two dissenting, by a majority vote in
19 each town, shall favor the amendment, said amend-
-20 ment shall be legally ratified.

1 Section 8. On or before December first of each
2 year, the committee shall adopt an annual operating
3 and maintenance budget for the district for the en-
-4 suing calendar year. Said budget shall be inreasonable
5 detail, itemized as follows: general control; expenses
6 of instruction; operation of school plant; mainte-
-7 nance of school plant; auxiliary agencies; outlay;
8 debt and interest charges; special charges; miscel-
-9 laneous; the last-named to specify any items costing

10 more than one hundred dollars. All non-recurring
11 expenditures shall be itemized. From the total of
12 said budget there may be deducted any surplus of
13 receipts for the preceding calendar year over said cost
14 and expenses for that year.
15 The cost and expenses of the district, as set forth hi
16 the annual operating and maintenance budget, shall
17 be apportioned to the member towns in the manner
18 set forth in section five (e) above, and shall be certified
19 prior to December thirty-first of each year to the
20 treasurers of the member towns, and the amounts so
21 certified shall be paid as provided in section five (g).
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1 Section 9. Member towns shall give consent to
2 the district to use existing school buildings for public
3 educational purposes, as defined in section forty-seven
4 of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws, during
5 the lifetime of this act. The district shall assume all
6 expense of operation and maintenance of such build-
-7 ings in connection with uses set forth above.
8 (a) The district shall not close any school building
9 that was in use on October first, nineteen hundred and

10 fifty, except by assent by a majority vote at any
11 annual or special town meeting of the town in which
12 the building is located.

1 Section 10. The committee shall submit an annual
2 report to each of the member towns, containing a de-
-3 tailed financial statement, and a statement showing
4 the method by which the annual charges assessed
5 against each town were computed, together with such
6 additional information relating to the operation and
7 maintenance of the regional district schools as may be
8 deemed necessary by the committee or by the select-
-9 men of any member town.

1 Section 11. The selectmen of the several towns
2 shall direct the town clerk in each town to cause the
3 question of accepting the provisions of this act to be
4 placed on the official ballot at a special town meeting
5 called for the purpose, in substantially the following
6 form; “Shall an act passed by the General Court
7 in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-one, entitled
8 ‘An Act providing for the establishment of a regional
9 school district by the towns of Alford, Egremont,

10 Monterey, New Marlborough and Sheffield, and the
11 construction, maintenance and operation of a regional
12 school by said district’ be accepted?”. If a majority
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13 of the voters present and voting on said question in
14 each of the several towns shall vote in the affirmative,
15 said act shall become effective, and the proposed
16 regional school district shall be deemed to be estab-
-17 lished forthwith.






