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Executive Department,
ate House, Boston, August 21, 1951

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatm

Recent developments at the Logan International Air-
port are a source of considerable satisfaction.

The completed runways and the Apron Building go far
in providing it with facilities which are equalled by few,
and inferior to none in the country.

Moreover, business has so increased that the Airport
is now producing operating revenue considerably in ex-
cess of its operational expenses. In fact, lam informed
that, with the exception of so much of its capital cost as
is represented by the acquisition and filling of the land
upon which it is located, it is now operating so as to fully
pay for itself. This is all the more worth noting when we
reflect that this land is a permanent asset which will
never wear out or depreciate, and when we recall that
most of it was once covered by the waters of Boston
Harbor.

On the other hand, some of the facilities of the Airport
fall far below the standards met by the runways and
Apron Building.

Among these are the antiquated hangars. Five of those
now in use were built twenty-three years ago. Failure to
erect new ones to replace them would seriously retard the
progress of aviation in the Commonwealth. We are now
in a critical period during which it will be determined
whether we shall take advantage of past efforts, or let
their worth be lost by a failure to match them in our time.
Airport development must go forward. To stand still
means to slip backwards.

Clje CommonUiefiltl) of
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The American Airlines, Incorporated, which transports
about 57 per cent of all Logan passenger traffic, has as-
sured the Airport Management Board that it will lease a
modern hangar and adjacent area on terms which will
pay for the construction of the building and necessary
appurtenances over a period of years.

There is only one sound policy to pursue with respect
to airports and their facilities. Their ownership and con-
trol must remain vested in a competent public body.
“The state must . . . not (be) just a party to provide
services and safety” to borrow the words of the Massa-
chusetts Federation of Taxpayers in its report on Logan
International Airport dated September 30, 1947.

Construction of a suitable hangar with adjacent pave-
ments and facilities which air transportation companies
would be willing to lease on terms favorable to the Com-
monwealth would cost $2,500,000. It would be located
in keeping with the Master Airport Expansion Plan for
Logan. It should be financed by a bond issue in the
amount needed and authority should be given to the
Airport Management Board to lease it on terms which
would reimburse the Commonwealth for at least the
greater part of its expenditure in connection with the
building of the hangar and its adjacent structures.

Since this is a self-liquidating project which will pro-
vide a great public improvement without placing an
undue burden on the taxpayers, and at the same time,
provide more local employment and more local purchas-
ing of supplies by an important air transport company,
I recommend that it be undertaken. For your conven-
ience I append hereto a draft of legislation which will
effectuate the recommendation.

PAUL A. DEVER,
Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act authorizing the state airport management

BOARD TO BUILD AN ADDITIONAL HANGAR AT GENERAL

EDWARD LAWRENCE LOGAN AIRPORT AND TO ENTER
INTO A LEASE THEREFOR IF SAID LEASE IS APPROVED

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide ade-
-3 quate hangar space for air lines now using the General
4 Edward Lawrence Logan Airport, therefore, it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
6 for the immediate preservation of the public safety
7 and convenience.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL.

Appendix A.

Cfie Commontuealtf) of epassacinisetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The commissioner of airport manage-
-2 ment is hereby authorized and directed to further
3 develop the General Edward Lawrence Logan Air-
-4 port by having built thereon a hangar, with the
5 approval of the state airport management board;
6 provided, however, that before any money provided
7 for by this act is expended for any purpose whatso-
-8 ever the said commissioner shall secure a binding lease
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9 or agreement from a responsible air transportation
10 company to pay as an annual rental for the said
11 hangar, in addition to all other airport charges an
12 amount equal to one twenty-fifth of the cost of such
13 hangar plus an interest charge of one and one half per
14 cent on the unamortized balance of the said cost and
15 further providing that said lease or agreement be
16 approved by the governor and council.

1 Section 2. To meet the expenditures necessary in
2 carrying out the provisions of this act, the state treas-
-3 urer shall, upon request of the governor and council,
4 issue and sell at public or private sale bonds of the
5 commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons
6 attached, as he may deem best, to an amount to be
7 specified by the governor and council from time to
8 time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of
9 two million, five hundred thousand dollars. All bonds

10 issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be
11 designated on their face, “Logan Airport Improve-
-12 ment Loan of 1951”, and shall be on the serial pay-
-13 ment plan for such maximum term of years, not ex-
-14 ceeding twenty-five years, as the governor may
15 recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3
16 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitu-
-17 tion of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to
18 be so arranged that the amounts payable in the several
19 years other than the final year shall be as nearly equal
20 as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable
21 to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-
-22 annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the
23 approval of the governor shall fix, but such bonds
24 shall be payable not earlier than July first, nineteen



1951.] HOUSE — No. 2752. 5

25 hundred and fifty-two, nor later than June thirtieth
26 nineteen hundred and seventy-seven.

)

1 Section 3. Any funds received by the common-
-2 wealth from the federal government for airport pur-
-3 poses for projects authorized by this act shall be used
4 to reduce the amount of bonds issued under this act.








