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House of Representatives, October 23, 1951.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill authorizing the public works department
to alter, reconstruct or replace the Meridian street bridge,
so called, between East Boston and Chelsea (House, No.
2824), report that the same ought to pass in the form of
a new draft herewith submitted (House, No. 2856).

For the committee y

WILLIAM X. WALL.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act providing for the reconstruction by the
STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF THE MERID-

IAN STREET BRIDGE, SO CALLED, BETWEEN EAST BOSTON

AND CHELSEA.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to provide for the
3 immediate reconstruction of the Meridian street
4 bridge, so-called, between East Boston and Chelsea,
5 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
7 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The state department of public works,
2 hereinafter called the department, is hereby author-
-3 ized to construct a new Meridian street bridge be-
-4 tween East Boston and Chelsea, including suitable
5 highway approaches thereto in the cities of Boston
6 and Chelsea; provided, that the city of Boston, acting
7 by its commissioner of public works with the approval
8 of its mayor but without further authority than that
9 contained in this act, shall have covenanted (a) to pay

10 at such times, to such persons, and in such amounts
11 as the department may from time to time in writing
12 order, out of moneys appropriated by said city for the
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13 construction of said new bridge, the sum of two million
14 two hundred thousand dollars; ( b ) to permit the free
15 use by the department of the plans for such bridge
16 heretofore made at the expense of the city; and (c) to
17 furnish such additional plans and engineering services
18 as in the opinion of the department may be necessary
19 or advisable.

1 Section 2. Land or rights in land may be acquired
2 for any of the purposes of this act by eminent domain
3 under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws by
4 the department in behalf of the city or town in which
5 the land lies; provided, however, that no land within
6 the limits of the city of Chelsea on which any building
7 with a dwelling unit is located may be so acquired;
8 and provided, further, that no land may be so ac-
-9 quired north of the intersection of Marginal, Williams

10 and Pearl streets in the city of Chelsea. Any person
11 whose property is taken or injured by any action of
12 said department under authority of this act may re-
-13 cover from the commonwealth under chapter seventy-
-14 nine of the General Laws such damages therefor as he
15 may be entitled to.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act, other
2 than expenses and liabilities to be defrayed by the city
3 of Boston under its aforesaid covenant, the depart-
-4 ment may, without further appropriation, expend any
5 funds available under the provisions of chapter three
6 hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 forty-nine; and the department may apply for and
8 receive all payments or contributions toward such
9 construction which may be provided for by any appli-

-10 cable federal law; provided, however, that all con-
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11 tracts for the construction of said new bridge and
12 approaches shall be entered into by the department
13 not later than December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
14 and fifty-two.

1 Section 4. Upon completion, the new Meridian
2 street bridge constructed under the provisions of this
3 act shall become and be the property of the city of
4 Boston, and shall be maintained and repaired by said
5 city; but said city may collect in accordance with the
6 provisions of chapter five hundred and eighty-one of
7 the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven, as amended
8 by chapter one hundred and seventy-eight of the acts
9 of nineteen hundred and forty-one, such share or

10 shares of the cost of such maintenance and repair as
11 may from time to time be apportioned under said
12 chapter five hundred and eighty-one, as so amended,
13 to other cities, towns and street railway companies.
14 Upon completion, each highway approach constructed
15 under the provisions of this act shall become and be
16 the property of the city on which it lies, and shall be
17 maintained and repaired by such city at its own ex-
-18 pense.

1 Section 5. The provisions of this act shall be
2 liberally construed to effect the purposes thereof; and
3 any and all general or special laws or parts thereof,
4 contrary hereto or inconsistent herewith, are hereby
5 declared to be inapplicable to the provisions of this
6 act.


