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GAS REGULATORY BOARD

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL BUILDING, GOVERNMENT CENTER
100 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON 02202, NOVEMBER 5, 1974,

The Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of State,
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Sir: Enclosed is copy of proposed legislation being filed
by the Gas Regulatory Board relating to the suspension or
revocation of gas fitting licenses.

Chapter 25 of the General Laws, Section 12L allows the Board to
assess a fine but, unlike the Board of Plumbers Examiners, does not
permit the Board to suspend or revoke a gas fitting license for
malpractice or gross misconduct. The proposed legislation will give
the Board such authority.

Very truly yours,

GEORGE J. COOGAN
Chairman
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Recommendation of the Gas Regulatory Board (House, No. 162).
Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five,

An Act relative to the suspension and revocation of gas
FITTING LICENSES, REVIEW OF SUSPENSION, AND APPEALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 25 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding after section 12L, inserted by section 2 of chapter 737 of
3 the Acts of 1960, the following section:
4 Section 12M. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Gas
5 Regulatory Board, after a hearing, may, by a majority vote of
6 the whole board, suspend, revoke or cancel any license issued by
7 it if it appears to the Board that the holder of such license is
8 insane, or is guilty of deceit, malpractice, gross misconduct in
9 the practice of his profession, or of any offense against the laws

10 of the Commonwealth relating thereto. Any person whose
11 license is suspended or revoked hereunder shall also be liable to
12 such other punishment as may be provided by law. The said
13 Board may make such rules and regulations as they deem proper
14 for the filing of charges and the conduct of hearings.
15 The Board, if it appears after a hearing that the statement in
16 an application to it for licensure, which is required to be under
17 oath or affirmation or to contain or be verified by a written
18 declaration that it is made under penalties of perjury, is false
19 and known to the applicant to be false, shall refuse to grant or
20 issue or shall revoke or cancel such license. The provisions of
21 this paragraph shall not affect, but shall be in addition to any
22 other penalty provided by law.
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23 Any person against whom charges are filed shall be notified of
24 the hearing thereof, and may appear with witnesses and be heard
25 by counsel. If such person has left the commonwealth or cannot
26 be found by reasonable search, notice may be dispensed with.
27 Said Board shall have the same powers to summon witnesses to
28 attend such hearing and to swear them as are conferred upon
29 city councils and other bodies by section eight of chapter two
30 hundred and thirty-three, and said section and sections nine and

■slul ten of said chapter shall apply to witnesses summoned as
32 aforesaid.
33 The supreme judicial court, upon petition of a person whose
34 license has been suspended, revoked or cancelled, may enter a
35 decree revising or reversing the decision of the Board, in
36 accordance with the standards for review provided in paragraph
37 8 of section fourteen of chapter thirty A but prior to the entry of
38 such decree no order shall be made or entered by the court to
39 stay or supersede any suspension, revocation or cancellation of
40 any such license.
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