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Accompanying the nineteenth recommendation of the
Metropolitan District Commission (House, No. 185). Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act relative to the powers of the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO IMPOSE CURFEWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 92 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 61 B the following section: -

3 Section 61C. The commissioner, or, in the absence of the
4 commissioner, the person however designated having the duties
5 of commissioner, may, if satisfied that a riot or other form of
6 civil disorder is occurring or there is a danger that it may occur,
7 and that a curfew is necessary for the public safety in the areas
8 under the commission’s control, impose a curfew in all or part
9 or parts of the areas under its control. Such curfew shall be

10 imposed by a formal proclamation of the existence or threat of
11 riot or other form of civil disturbance within the area of the
12 commission’s control and the need of a curfew to protect the
13 public safety. Said proclamation shall be in writing and shall set
14 forth all the conditions of such curfew. No curfew shall take
15 effect until two hours after the issuance of the proclamation
16 declaring the imposition of such curfew.
17 Such curfew may restrict or prohibit the movement of
18 presence of persons, vehicles and animals in or on public ways
19 and places, including areas to which the public has a right of
20 access, and also places of amusement and entertainment, vacant
21 lots and other open areas, provided that reasonable exceptions
22 are made for all persons having business of an emergency nature
23 which requires the use of public ways. When such curfew is
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c24 imposed, the commissioner, or in his absence, the person
25 however designated having the duties of commissioner, shall
26 immediately use all reasonable and practicable means to inform
27 all persons in such area under the control of the commission of
28 such curfew and its conditions, such as by the conspicuous
29 posting of notices in public places, announcement by sound-
-30 powered voice or other such device, publication in newspapers
31 of general circulation within the Metropolitan District and
32 announcement over radio and television stations serving said
33 Metropolitan District. While such curfew is in effect, its terms
34 may be modified in any manner not inconsistent with this action
35 by proclamation of said commissioner, or, in his absence, the
36 person having the duties of commissioner; provided, that two
37 hours advance notice shall be given and that such modifications
38 are publicized in the manner required in this section.
39 The commission shall have the authority to revoke or modify
40 any such curfew. Any curfew imposed by the commissioner, or,
41 in his absence, the person having the duties of commissioner,
42 under this section shall, unless sooner terminated by proclama-
-43 tion of said commissioner or said person having the duties of
44 commissioner, or by action of the commission, or by the
45 governor as hereinafter provided, terminate seventy-two hours
46 from the hour it takes effect. Upon the termination of such
47 curfew, additional curfews may be imposed in accordance with
48 the provisions of this section.
49 The governor, acting under chapter six hundred and thirty-
-50 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, as amended, or
51 any other law granting him special powers during periods of
52 emergency, may modify or revoke any curfew imposed under
53 this section.
54 Any person knowing or having reason to know of such curfew
55 who violates any conditions thereof shall be punished by
56 imprisonment for not more than six months or a fine of not
57 more than five hundred dollars, or both. Such person may be
58 arrested without a warrant and kept in custody for not more
59 than twenty-four hours. Sundays and holidays excepted, at or
60 before the expiration of which time he shall be taken before a



63
64
65

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage1
4

4

I

Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit
supercede the power of the commission to impose curfews
appropriate rules or regulations.

or
by

1975)

proper court or magistrate and proceeded against according
law.
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