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Accompanying the fourth recommendation of the Department of
Youth Services (House, No. 358). The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act to protect the confidentiality of the fingerprints and
PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting, after section 60A, the following section:-
3 Section 60E. Fingerprints and photographs of children may
4be taken by law enforcement officers investigating a felony.
5 Fingerprints and photograph files of children shall be kept
6 separate from those of adults under special security measures
7 limited to inspection by law enforcement officers on a need to
8know basis unless otherwise authorized by the court in
9 individual cases.

10 Copies of fingerprints and photographs shall be maintained
11 by local law enforcement agencies only and shall not be sent to
12 the bureau of identification in the department of public safety
13 under section one A of chapter two hundred and sixty-three, the
14 criminal information bureau of the state police under section
15 four C of chapter one hundred and forty-seven, the criminal
16 offender record information system under sections one hundred
17 and sixty-eight to one hundred and seventy-five, inclusive, of
18 chapter six, or other law enforcement agencies of the
19 commonwealth or federal depositories unless the court
20 authorizes the transmission or enters an order under sections
21 sixty-one, seventy-two A and seventy-five permitting transfer of
22 the charge of delinquency for criminal prosecution.

Commontocaltl) of iilasteacfjusietts



HOUSE - No. 362 |January 1975]2

23 Fingerprints and photographs of such children, including the
24 original and all copies, shall be promptly removed and destroyed
25 and an order of destruction forwarded by the local law
26 enforcement agency to any agencies in possession of copies
27 known to have been received when:
28 (a) The petition alleging delinquency with respect to which
29 such fingerprints and photographs were taken does not result in
30 an adjudication of delinquency or a referral to a probation
31 officer, the department of youth services or any other person or
32 agency designated by the court.
33 (b) The child reaches his eighteenth birthday and there has
34 been no record of a finding of delinquency or a criminal offense
35 by the child after reaching his sixteenth birthday or two years
36 after the child has been discharged from the jurisdiction of the
37 court under sections fifty-two to fifty-nine, whichever, event
38 occurs later.
39 If latent fingerprints are found during the investigation of an
40 offense and there is reason to believe that a particular child was
41 involved, he may be fingerprinted for purposes of immediate
42 comparison, and if the result is negative, the fingerprint card
43 shall be immediately destroyed.
44 Whoever willfully violates a provision of this section shall be
45 punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by
46 imprisonment for not more than two years in the house of
47 correction, or both.
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