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shall at no time be in excess of fifty per cent of the aggre-

gate amount of all loans secured by mortgages of real estate

held by such bank. Approved April 8, 1936.

An Act relative to nomination of candidates for town
(Jjidj) 204

OFFICE OTHER THAN THOSE OF POLITICAL OR MUNICIPAL
PARTIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby amended g^L. ^Ter.
^^^

by striking out section one hundred and twenty-one, in- etc!, 'amended.'

serted by section three of chapter one hundred and forty-

one of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, and
inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 121. A

nomj"ation"^'
town in which official ballots are used, may at any annual of candidates

meeting vote to hold a town caucus for the nomination of
'***

candidates for town officers required to be voted for by
official ballot at its annual meeting and after such vote has

been in effect therein for a period of not less than three

years may, by a vote at a meeting held at least sixty days
before an annual town meeting, rescind such action. Such
caucus shall be called by the selectmen in the same manner
as provided in section one hundred and eighteen for the

calling of other caucuses and shall be called to order by
the town clerk who shall preside until the election of a
chairman. Except as aforesaid, the town clerk shall not

act or serve as a caucus officer. The town in town meeting
may determine whether nominations shall be made sepa-

rately or partly or wholly on one ballot, and may within

the hmits defined by law, prescribe the day and hour when
such caucus shall be held and how long the polls shall be

kept open, and make provision for the preparation and use

of ballots. Such action may be altered, amended or re-

scinded at any future town meeting but shall continue in

effect until so altered, amended or rescinded.

At a town caucus held under the provisions of this section

the two persons receiving the highest number of votes cast

for the nomination of candidates for an office shall be de-

clared nominated for such office ; but, if two or more persons

are to be elected to the same office at such election, the

several persons, to a number equal to twice the number so

to be elected to such office, receiving at such caucus the

highest number of votes, the second highest number of

votes, and so on to the number to be nominated shall be
the candidates whose names shall be printed on the official

ballots to be used at such election. If the caucus results in

a tie vote among candidates for nomination receiving the

smallest number of votes, which, but for the tie vote,

would entitle a person receiving such number to have his

name printed upon the official ballot for the election, all

candidates participating in such tie vote shall have their

names printed upon the official ballots, although there be
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printed upon them the names of candidates to a number
exceeding twice the number to be elected.

If a person receives less than eight per cent of the votes

of those voting for candidates for such office, he shall not

be declared nominated therefor, although thereby the num-
ber of names to be printed upon the official ballots will be

less than twice the number to be elected.

During such time as town caucuses are held under this

section in any town, no political or municipal party caucus

shall be held therein for the nomination of candidates for

town office. The provisions of sections one hundred and
seventeen to one hundred and twenty, inclusive, so far as

applicable, shall apply to caucuses held under this section.

Approved April 8, 1936.

Chap. 205 An Act further regulating the use of voting machines.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 54, § 34.
amended.

Voting
machines,
use of.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 54, § 38,
amended.

Inspection of
voting
machines, etc.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter fifty-four of the General Laws is

hereby amended by striking out section thirty-four, as

appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in

place thereof the following: — Section 34- The aldermen of

a city, except Boston, or a town, may, at a meeting held

at least ninety days before the primary or election at which

voting machines are to be used, determine upon and pur-

chase, or lease, one or more voting machines approved as

provided in section thirty-two, and order the use thereof at

primaries and elections of state, city or town officers in

such city or town; and thereafter at all primaries and elec-

tions of state, city or town officers in that city or town,

until otherwise ordered by the aldermen in a city, and the

selectmen in a town, said machines shall be used at prima-

ries and for voting for the officers to be elected at such elec-

tions and for taking the vote upon questions submitted to

the voters. Notice of such determination to use voting

machines or to discontinue the use thereof shall be sent to

the state secretary by the city or town clerk within five

days after such action.

For polling places in which voting machines are to be

used no ballot boxes or ballots shall be furnished.

Section 2. Said chapter fifty-four is hereby further

amended by striking out section thirty-eight, as appearing

in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof

the following : — Section 38. No voting machine shall be

used at a primary or election until it has been inspected and
found to conform to drawings and specifications to be filed

in the office of the state secretary by the ballot law com-
mission with its report on the machine. Such inspection

shall be made by the registrars of voters under the direc-

tion of the state secretary. No ballot box or counting ap-

paratus shall be used at a primary, caucus or election until

it has been inspected and approved under the direction of

the state secretary. Approved April 8, 1936.


