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poses, to recommend to the governing bodies of the several

municipaUties within said watersheds in said state and this

commonwealth any matter or thing which the authority

believes will be conducive to the health, welfare or safety

of said inhabitants, and to make rules and regulations

within the scope of its powers and duties. The authority

shall annually on or before December thirty-first make a

report in writing to the governor of the state of Rhode
Island, to the governor of this commonwealth and to the

New England Regional Planning Commission of the National
Resources Board of the federal government.
Section 15. The provisions of this act, except the pro-

visions of section fourteen and the provisions of section two
other than those which provide for the management and
control of the district by the board, shall cease to be effec-

tive on January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-seven,

unless prior thereto at least three hundred thousand dollars

has been allocated by the federal government, under author-

ity of appropriate federal legislation, for any or all of the

purposes of this act.

Section 16. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 30, 1936.

Chap.249 An Act amending certain provisions of the law rela-
tive TO UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION.

prTambre*;^ Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation

of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed V IMA 1
1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and fifty-

etc'., 'amended. ' oue A of tlic General Laws, as appearing in section five of

chapter four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby amended by strik-

ing out clauses (1) to (9), inclusive, of paragraph (a) and
inserting in place thereof the following :

—
(1) Service in agricultural labor;

(2) Domestic service in a private home;
(3) Service performed as an officer or member of the

crew of a vessel on the navigable waters of the United
States

;

(4) Service performed by an individual in the employ of

his son, daughter or spouse, and service performed by a

child under the age of twenty-one in the employ of his

father or mother;

(5) Service performed in the employ of the United States

government or of an instrumentality of the United States;

(6) Service performed in the employ of the common-
wealth, a political subdivision thereof, or an instrumentality

of one or more states or political subdivisions;

Definitions.
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(7) Service performed in the employ of a corporation,

community chest fund, or foundation, organized and oper-

ated exclusively for a religious, charitable, scientific, literary

or educational purpose, or for the prevention of cruelty to

children or animals, no part of the net earnings of which
enures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of said section one, as so ap- g^l. (Ter.
^

pearing, is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof etc!,'further

the words : —
, or at a rate of fifty dollars a week, or more, ^"^^'^'^ed.

— so as to read as follows:

—

(b) "Employee", any indi- ^^^pioyee",

vidual employed for hire by any employer and in any em-
ployment subject to this chapter, except any individual

employed at a rate of twenty-five hundred dollars a year,

or more, or at a rate of fifty dollars a week, or more.

Section 3. Paragraph {k) of said section one, as so ap- g. l. (Ter.

pearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word etc^.'fifthe'r '

"day" in the first line the words:— occurring after De- ^"^^"'*®^-

cember thirty-first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six, — so

as to read as follows:— (k) "Day of employment", any day "l^^^°l^,V'
occurring after December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and defined,

thirty-six, during which an employee performs more than
half a day's work in an employment and for an employer
subject to this chapter.

Section 4. Paragraph (m) of said section one, as so ap- gdViJiA' §i
pearing, is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof etc!, 'further

the words : — occurring after December thirty-first, nineteen
^'"^°^^'^-

hundred and thirty-six, — so as to read as follows :
—

(m) "Week of employment", employment for not less than
e,^|o^^ent"

eighty per cent of full-time weekly hours or yielding not defined,

less than eighty per cent of full-time weekly wages occurring

after December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

Section 5. Said section one, as so appearing, is hereby
EJ^i^JfX' §i

further amended by striking out paragraph (n) and insert- etc!, 'further

ing in place thereof the following :
— amended.

(n) "Pay roll", the total amount of all wages, payable d^n^ed°""'
by an employer to his employees.

Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-one A is gd.^,' iJia', § 3,

hereby further amended by striking out section three, as so etc., amended.'

appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following :
—

Section 3. (a) Employers: Each employer shall make nor-
^onfribuUons.

mal contributions in his own behalf for the calendar year
nineteen hundred and thirty-six at the rate of one per cent

of his pay roll and shall contribute in addition an amount
necessary to make his total contributions for such year
equal to nine tenths per cent of the wages taxable for such
year under Title IX of the Federal Social Security Act, such
additional contributions to be payable prior to January
fifteenth, nineteen hundred and thirty-seven; each employer
shall make normal contributions in his own behalf for the

calendar year nineteen hundred and thirty-seven at the rate

of two per cent of his pay roll and shall contribute in addi-

tion an amount necessary to make his total contributions

for such year equal to one and eight tenths per cent of the
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Employees'
contributions.

wages so taxable for such year, such additional contribu-
tions to be payable prior to January fifteenth, nineteen
hundred and thirty-eight ; and each employer shall make
normal contributions in his own behalf for each calendar
year thereafter at the rate of three per cent of his pay roll

and shall contribute an amount necessary to make his total

contributions for such year equal to two and seven tenths
per cent of the wages so taxable for such year, such addi-
tional contributions to be payable prior to January fifteenth

of the following year; provided, that his total contributions
for the calendar year nineteen hundred and thirty-six shall

not exceed nine tenths per cent of the wages so taxable for

such year, nor shall his total contributions for the calendar
year nineteen hundred and thirty-seven exceed one and
eight tenths per cent of the wages so taxable for such year,

nor shall his total contributions for any calendar year
thereafter exceed two and seven tenths per cent of the
wages so taxable for such year;

(6) Employees: From January first to December thirty-

first, inclusive, nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, each
employee shall contribute to the fund one per cent of his

wages; and during each year thereafter he shall contribute

an amount equal to one half of the normal contribution

made for such year by his employer on account of the wages
payable to him. Each emploj^er shall withhold such con-
tribution from the wages of his employees at the time such
wages are payable, shall show such deduction on his pay
roll records, and shall transmit all such contributions to

the fund, pursuant to the general rules of the commission.
If any employer fails to deduct the contributions of any of

his employees at the time their wages are payable or fails

to make a deduction therefor at the time such wages are

payable for the next succeeding pay roll period, he alone
shall thereafter be liable for such contributions.

Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-one A
etc., amended, ig hereby further amended by striking out section four, as

so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following :
—

Section 4-- The commission shall maintain a separate ac-

count for each employer, crediting his account with all the

contributions which he has paid on his own behalf dur-

ing each calendar year, and charging his account with all

amounts paid within such year as benefits which, under
section twenty-one, were charged against weeks of employ-
ment in which the plurality of the employee's employment
was in his service. But nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to grant any employer or his employees prior

claims or rights to the amount paid by such employer to

the fund either on his own account or on behalf of his em-
ployees. All contributions to the fund shall be pooled and
available to pay benefits to any employee entitled thereto

under this chapter, irrespective of the source of such con-

tributions. The commission shall, for the year nineteen

hundred and forty-one and for each calendar year thereafter,

G. L. (Ter
Ed.). 151A, §4

Classification

of employees.
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classify employers in accordance with their actual experi-

ence in the payment of contributions on their own behalf

and with respect to benefits charged against their accounts,

with a view to fixing such contribution rates as will reflect

such experience. The commission shall determine the con-
tribution rate of each employer in accordance with such
rules and regulations as the general court may prescribe.

Section 8. Section seven of said chapter one hundred ^j^ '-^^fj^

and fifty-one A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by add- § 7. etc.,

ing at the end thereof the following new paragraph :
— amended.

But no such lien shall be valid against a subsequent pur- yaiidity of

chaser or mortgagee in good faith and for value of land of funds?"

such employer, or against a subsequent attaching creditor

of land of such employer, unless and until there shall have
been recorded in the registry of deeds for the county or dis-

trict where the land lies a notice by the commission of such
lien, which notice shall state the name of the employer, the
address of his principal place of business within the com-
monwealth, and the total amount then unpaid of the afore-

said overdue payments to the fund and interest thereon. If

the land affected is registered land, the pertinent provisions

of section seventy-eight of chapter one hundred and eighty-

five shall apply to such notice. Such lien may be enforced
or dissolved in the manner provided in chapter two hundred
and fifty-four for enforcing or dissolving liens on buildings

and land.

Section 9. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-one A is g. l. (Ter.

hereby further amended by inserting after section seven, as etpl.'new
'

so appearing, the following new section : — Section 7

A

. In l^d^gj"
''*'^'

the event that more or less than the correct amount of con- Refunds,

tributions shall be made by any person subject to this chap-
ter, the amount of the over-payment shall be refunded, or

the under-payment shall be collected, with interest at the

rate of six per cent per annum, said refunds to be made by
the state treasurer, without appropriation, after certifica-

tion by the commission.
Section 10. Section ten of said chapter one hundred and ^dV'iMA

fifty-one A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding §'ib,'etc.,
'"

at the end thereof the following words : — except as pro-
^"^'^'^*^'^-

vided in section seven A, — so as to read as follows : — Sec- Administra-

tion 10. The fund shall be administered in trust and used fj^"d?^

solely to pay benefits hereunder, upon vouchers drawn
thereon by the commission pursuant to its general rules,

and no other disbursements shall be made therefrom except
as provided in section seven A.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of section seventeen of said EdViMA
chapter one hundred and fifty-one A, as so appearing, is § iV,' etc.,

'

hereby amended by striking out, in the sixth line, the words
'*™®"'^^'*-

"twelve months" and inserting in place thereof the words:— fifty-two weeks, — and also by striking out, in the ninth
line, the word "interrupt" and inserting in place thereof the
words:— be considered as interrupting, — so as to read as

follows : — (a) An employee who is unemployed shall be Benefits.
when payable. J
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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 151A,
§ 18, etc..

amended.

Payments
of benefits
limited.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 151A.
§ 20, etc.,

amended.

Rate of
benefit.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 151A,
§ 24, etc.,

amended.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 151A,
§ 48, etc.,

amended.

Exemptions.

eligible for benefits for unemployment subsequent to a wait-
ing period of four successive weeks, and no benefits shall

be or become payable during said required waiting period;
provided, that no such waiting period shall be required of

any employee more than once in any fifty-two weeks; and
provided, further, that any week of partial employment dur-
ing which an employee receives less than half of his full-time

weekly wage shall not be considered as interrupting the con-
tinuity of such four weeks, and shall be counted toward said

waiting period as one half of one week.
Section 12. Paragraph (a) of section eighteen of said

chapter one hundred and fifty-one A, as so appearing, is

hereby amended by inserting after the word "days" in the
first line the words :

— or thirteen weeks, — and by insert-

ing after the word "days" in the seventh line the words:—
or nineteen weeks, — so as to read as follows : — (a) Has
had not less than ninety days or thirteen weeks of employ-
ment as defined in this chapter with an employer or em-
ployers subject hereto within the fifty-two weeks immedi-
ately preceding the date of his registration as unemployed,
or other notice as provided in paragraph (6) of section seven-
teen, or in the alternative unless he has had not less than
one hundred and thirty days or nineteen weeks of employ-
ment as defined in this chapter, with an employer or em-
ployers subject hereto, within the one hundred and four
weeks immediately preceding the date of his registration as
unemployed or other notice as aforesaid.

Section 13. Section twenty of said chapter one hundred
and fifty-one A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by in-

serting after the word "benefits" the second time it occurs
in the second line the words :

—
, computed to the next

highest multiple of twenty cents, — so as to read as follows

:

— Section 20. An employee unemployed and eligible for

benefits shall be paid benefits, computed to the next highest
multiple of twenty cents, for each week of unemployment
after the specified waiting period at the rate of fifty per cent
of his full-time weekly wage, but such benefits shall not
exceed fifteen dollars per week or be less than five dollars

per week.
Section 14. Section twenty-four of said chapter one

hundred and fifty-one A, as so appearing, is hereby amended
by striking out the second paragraph.

Section 15. Section forty-eight of said chapter one hun-
dred and fifty-one A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in the seventh line, the word "which" and in-

serting in place thereof the words :
— and payable through

a public employment office, which plan, — so as to read as
follows:— Section 48. Any employer or group of employers,
and his or their employees, may be exempted by the com-
mission from all the contributions required hereunder, as
long as such employer or employers maintain in operation
an unemployment compensation plan, with provisions for

such compensation substantially equivalent to those of this
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chapter, and payable through a public employment office,

which plan was in effect on June first, nineteen hundred and
thirty-five. Any employer seeking such exemption shall

submit his plan to the commission for approval.

Section 16. Section seven of chapter four hundred and l^p'^^J^'

seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty- amended.

five, as amended by section three of chapter twelve of the
acts of the current year, is hereby further amended by add-
ing at the end thereof the following new paragraph :

—
If, however, at any time after such repeal or becoming Suspension

inoperative, the number of above named states having in ° ^*'*"

operation unemployment compensation laws as aforesaid

is reduced below eleven, the governor shall forthwith make
declaration to that effect, and the operation of this act

shall thereupon cease and the funds standing to the credit

of the commonwealth shall be distributed as aforesaid.

Approved April 30, 1936.

Chap. 250An Act placing under the civil service laws the
OFFICE OF chief OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE TOWN
OF NANTUCKET.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The office of chief of the fire department of

the town of Nantucket shall, upon the effective date of this

act, become subject to the civil service laws and rules and
regulations relating to permanent members of fire depart-

ments in towns, and the tenure of office of any incumbent
of said office shall be unhmited, subject, however, to such
laws; provided, that the present incumbent of said office

may continue to serve therein without taking a civil service

examination.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 80, 1936.

An Act relative to the payment of witness fees to QJidrf 251
CERTAIN POLICE OFFICERS IN CERTAIN CONTINUED CRIMI-

NAL CASES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section fifty-three of chapter two hundred and sixty-two g. l. (Ter.

of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi- ameAde^d.'
*
^^

'

tion, is hereby amended by striking out, in the fourteenth

and fifteenth lines, the words ''and if it is so ordered by
the court or trial justice", — so as to read as follows:—
Section 53. Any officer named in section fifty who attends Fees of

as a witness at a place other than his residence shall, in- officers,

stead of his expenses, be allowed the witness fee in the

court or before the trial justice where he testifies. A police

officer on duty at night who attends the superior court as

a witness for the commonwealth shall be paid the same fees

as any other witness. A police officer who is a witness for


