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By Mr. Delahunt of Quincy, petition of William D. Delahunt
relative to the creation of a judicial qualifications commission. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act creating a judicial qualifications commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows.

1 Chapter of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section the following new section.
3 There is hereby created a judicial qualifications commission
4 which shall consist of four judges appointed by the Supreme
5 Judicial Court, four members of the Massachusetts Bar Associa-
-6 tion elected by the members of said association, and three
7 members of the bar, to be appointed by the Governor.
8 All gubernatorially appointed members shall serve terms
9 coterminous with the Governor. Of the remaining members first

10 appointed, two judges and two lawyers shall be appointed for a
11 term of two years, and two judges and two lawyers for a term of
12 four years. Upon the expiration of the terms of those first
13 appointed each succeeding member shall be appointed and hold
14 office for a term of four years and until his successor shall have
15 been appointed and qualified. Upon a vacancy within the
16 commission, the position shall be filled in the manner in which
17 the predecessor was appointed.
18 For judicial vacancies in courts with less than state-wide
19 jurisdiction, the commission shall appoint two additional mem-

-20 bers who shall reside in the district in which the judicial vacancy
21 has occurred.
22 The commission shall elect its own chairman. A majority of
23 the commission shall constitute a quorum. No member of said
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commission shall hold any elective oiiice or shall be appointed to
more than two terms on the commission.

The commission shall promulgate criteria by which it shall
qualify nominations for the judiciary. For the purpose of filling a
judicial vacancy the Governor shall submit to the commission a
list of nominees. The Commission may disqualify any nomina-
tion for appointment which does not fulfill its criteria.30

If a member of the commission’s name is submitted by the
Governor in his list of nominees for a judicial vacancy, said
member shall disqualify himself from the commission’s delibera-
tions and shall remain disqualified for the duration of such
deliberations. The commission shall return to the Governor the
list of names so submitted with an indication as to which names
are qualified for appointment.
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The commission shall hold public hearings whenever it deems
it appropriate and may solicit other advice to aid it in
determining the qualifications of each nominee. It shall be
unlawful for any judge, public officeholder, lawyer, or any other
person or organization to attempt to influence the commission in
any manner or on any basis except by presenting facts and
opinions relevant to the judicial qualifications of proposed
nominees.
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46 The members of the commission shall receive no compensation

for their services. All members may be reimbursed for all
reasonable expenses incurred in the discharge of their official
duties.
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