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By Mr. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of Charles F. Flaherty,
Jr., that the Suffolk County House of Correction located on Deer
Island be transferred to the Department of Correction and
providing for the transfer of all employees of said institution to the
Commonwealth. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act transferring the Suffolk county house of correction
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. The county commissioners of Suffolk county
2 shall transfer to the commonwealth legal title and possession of
3 the Suffolk county house of correction on Deer Island. Title and
4 possession of said institution shall be transferred to the
5 department of correction of the commonwealth in behalf of the
6 commonwealth. All employees employed in said house of
7 correction shall be transferred to the department of correction of
8 the commonwealth without loss of seniority, retirement or other
9 rights. All employees shall be subject to the civil service laws of

10 the commonwealth. The commissioner of correction shall
11 appoint the superintendent and subordinate assistants and be
12 responsible for them.

1 SECTION 2. Section 3of chapter 34 of the General Laws, is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in line 4, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, the words “county of Dukes” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words: -counties of Dukes and
5 Suffolk.
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1 SEC TION 3. Section 17 of chapter 37 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most
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3 recently amended by chapter 121 of the acts of 1946, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: —The salaries
5 of the sheriff except that of the county of Suffolk shall be paid
6 by their respective counties and shall, except as hereinafter
7 provided, be in full compensation for all services rendered both
8 as sheriff and as master or keeper of the jail or house of
9 correction. If a sheriff elects to act, or his deputy acts, as master

10 or keeper of the jail or house of correction and resides thereat,
1 1 he shall be entitled to rent, heat and light, and such subsistence
1 2 as he may desire out of the regular subsistence rations purchased
13 for prisoners, together with such other maintenance as may be
14 determined from time to time by the county personnel board.
15 The salary of the sheriffs of Suffolk county shall be paid by said
16 county and shall be in full compensation for all services
17 rendered.

1 SECTION 4. Clause (n) of section 1 of chapter 125 of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in section 8 of chapter 777 of the
3 acts of 1972, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “Monroe”, in line 9, the words; Massachusetts Correctional
5 Institution, Deer Island.

1 SECTION 5. Section 8 of chapter 126 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “Dukes”, in line 1, the words: - and
4 Suffolk.

1 SECTION 6. Said chapter 126 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 12, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 12. Except in the county of Suffolk the sheriff shall
5 report to the superior court; at each session for criminal
6 business, the number of prisoners sentenced to labor in houses
7 of correction in the county employed, and also the number not
8 employed with the reasons why they are not employed.

1 SECTION 7. Section 16 of said chapter 126, as amended by
2 section 6 of chapter 219 of the acts of 1937, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the third sentence.
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1 SECTION 8. Section 33 of said chapter 126 is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in lines I, and 2, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, the words “and the master of the house of
4 correction in Suffolk county”.

SECTION 9. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 5, as so appearing, and inserting
in place thereof the following section:

1
9

3
4 Section 5. The jailer, keeper or master of each jail and house

of correction shall keep in a bound book an exact calendar of all
prisoners committed thereto, in which shall be recorded the
names of all prisoners, their places of abode and additions, the
time, cause and authority of their commitment, and, if they have
been committed upon a sentence on conviction of crime, a
description of their persons and such facts as, with the entries in
the prison book, will enable the sheriff to make the reports to
the commissioner required by section ten. He shall record in the
same book the time and authority for the release of every
prisoner released and the time and manner of the escape of a
prisoner escaping. A jailer, master or keeper neglecting to keep
such calendar or to enter such facts therein shall forfeit one
hundred dollars, which shall be recovered by the county
commissioners in the name of the county, and shall be expended
by them for the relief of discharged prisoners.
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SECTION 10. Section 10 of said chapter 127, as most
recently amended by section 15 of chapter 770 of the acts of
1955, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3, the
words “and the penal institutions commissioner of Boston.”.

9

3
4

SECTION I I. Section 14 of said chapter 127, as amended by
chapter 200 of the acts of 1939, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in line 2, the words “and the penal institutions
commissioner of Boston”.

1
9

3
4

1 SECTION 12 Section 128 of said chapter 127, as most
2 recently amended by chapter 298 of the acts of 1970, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out, in lines 10, II and 12, the
4 words to all other prisoners in the jail or house ot correction
5 in Suffolk county, by the penal institutions commissioner”.
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SECTION 13. Section 129 of said chapter 127 is hereby
amended by striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting
in place thereof the following two paragraphs; - The officer in
charge of each correctional institution or other place of
confinement, except a defective delinquent department, shall
keep a record of each prisoner in his custody whose term of
imprisonment is four months or more. Every such prisoner
whose record of conduct shows that he has faithfully observed
all the rules of his place of confinement, and has not been 1
subjected to punishment, shall be entitled to have the term of his
imprisonment reduced by a deduction from the maximum term
for which he may be held under this sentence or sentences,
which shall be determined as follows: Upon a sentence of not
less than four months and less than one year, two and one half
days for each month; upon a sentence of not less than one year
and less than two years, five days for each month; upon a
sentence of not less than two years and less than three years,
seven and one half days for each month; upon a sentence of not
less than three years and less than four years, ten days for each
month; upon a sentence of four years or more, twelve and one
half days for each month; provided, however, that no prisoner
serving a sentence imposed for a violation of section thirteen B,
twenty-two, twenty-two A, twenty-three, twenty-four or twenty-
four B of chapter two hundred and sixty-five or section
seventeen, thirty-five or thirty-five A of chapter two hundred
and seventy-two, or for an attempt to commit any crime referred
to in said sections shall be entitled to have the term of his
imprisonment under such sentence reduced under the provisions
of this section. If a prisoner has two or more sentences to be
served concurrently or otherwise, the maximum period of time
for which he may be held under his sentences shall be the basis
upon which the deduction shall be determined; except that when
a prisoner on parole is sentenced for a new crime, the sentence
on which he was paroled shall be considered separately and shall
not be aggregated with any new sentence for the purposes of
determining the deductions. If a prisoner violates any rule of his
place ot confinement, the commissioner of correction and the
county commissioners, upon the recommendation and evidence
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39 submitted to them respectively, in writing by the principal
40 officer, or officer in charge, shall decide what part, if any, of
41 such good conduct deduction from sentence or sentences shall
42 be forfeited by such violation, and may likewise determine, in
43 the event of the prisoner’s subsequent good conduct, whether
44 any or all of such deduction shall be restored.
45 A prisoner in a correctional institution of the commonwealth
46 who is entitled to have the term of his imprisonment reduced
47 shall receive from the commissioner of correction a certificate of
48 discharge and shall be released from the correctional institution
49 in which he has been confined, upon the date which has been
50 determined by such deductions from the maximum term of his
51 sentence or sentences. A prisoner in a county penal institution
52 who is entitled to have the term of his imprisonment reduced
53 shall receive from the county commissioners a certificate of
54 discharge, and shall be released from the institution in which he
55 has been confined, upon the date which has been determined by
56 such deductions from the maximum term of his sentence or
57 sentences. A prisoner released on parole by the parole board,
58 who has faithfully observed all the rules of his parole and has
59 not been returned to prison or a county penal institution for the
60 violation of his parole, shall be entitled to have the term of his
6! imprisonment reduced by a deduction from the maximum term
62 for which he may be held under the sentence or sentences, but
63 only for that period of the sentence or sentences during which he
64 was actually confined, and in such case, the parole board shall
65 issue to him a certificate of final discharge and release from
66 further supervision upon the date which has been determined by
67 such a deduction from the maximum term of his sentence of
68 sentences. Any other prisoner released on parole from a county
69 penal institution who is entitled to have the term of his
70 imprisonment so reduced shall receive from the county
71 commissioners, a certificate of final discharge.

1 SECTION 14. Section 129 A of said chapter 127 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the last sentence, as appearing in
3 chapter 317 of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following sentence: The keeper of a jail or house of correction
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5 in any county shall forward such list to the county com-
-6 missioners.

1 SECTION 15. Section 140 of said chapter 127 is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in lines 1 and 2, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, the words ", or, in the county of Suffolk,
4 to the penal institutions commissioner of Boston,".
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