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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 123. § 39,
amended.

Patients'
funds.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 123,
§39A,
amended.

Chap. 291 An Act relative to certain funds of persons now or
FORMERLY UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
MENTAL DISEASES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section thirty-nine of chapter one hundred
and twenty-three of the General Laws, as appearing in the
Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the
end thereof the following new sentence :

— The commissioner
may deposit in any such bank or trust company in an account,
entitled "Patients' Funds", funds belonging to patients,

funds deposited by their relatives or friends, and funds earned
by patients who are committed to the department or are

under its supervision, to be used for their benefit under reg-

ulations prescribed by the department.
Section 2. Section thirty-nine A of said chapter one hun-

dred and twenty-three, as so appearing, is hereby amended
by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place

thereof the following: — So much of any funds known as

"Patients' Funds" as represents monies belonging to, or

deposited for the benefit of, patients who have been dis-

charged or have escaped from any state hospital or from the

custody of the department, which shall have remained un-
claimed for more than seven years, shall be paid by the su-

perintendent of such state hospital or by the commissioner to

the state treasurer to be held subject to be paid to the person
establishing a lawful right thereto, with interest at the rate

of three per cent per annum from the time when it was so

paid to the state treasurer to the time when it is paid by him
to such person; provided, that so much of any monies so

paid to the state treasurer as may be necessary to reimburse
the department for any sum due for the support of the person

by whom, or for whose benefit, such money was originally

deposited, shall be credited to the department for that pur-

pose,— so as to read as follows:— Section 39A. So much of

any funds known as "Patients' Funds" as represents monies
belonging to, or deposited for the benefit of, patients who have
been discharged or have escaped from any state hospital or

from the custody of the department, which shall have re-

mained unclaimed for more than seven years, shall be paid

by the superintendent of such state hospital or by the com-
missioner to the state treasurer to be held subject to be paid

to the person establishing a lawful right thereto, with interest

at the rate of three per cent per annum from the time when
it was so paid to the state treasurer to the time when it is

paid by him to such person; provided, that so much of any
monies so paid to the state treasurer as may be necessary to

reimburse the department for any sum due for the support

of the person by whom, or for whose benefit, such money was
originally deposited, shall be credited to the department for

that purpose. After six years from the date when any such

monies were paid to the state treasurer the same or any
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balance thereof then remaining in his hands may be used as

a part of the ordinary revenue of the commonwealth. Any
person may, however, establish his claim after the expiration

of the six years above mentioned and any claim so established

shall be paid from the ordinary revenue of the commonwealth.
Any person claiming a right to money deposited with the

state treasurer under this section may establish the same by
a petition to the probate court; provided, that in cases where
claims amount to less than fifty dollars, the claims may be
presented to the comptroller who shall examine the same
and allow and certify for payment such as may be proved to

his satisfaction.

Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and twenty-three g. l. (Ter.

is hereby further amended by striking out section thirty- f s'ob^^^'

nine B, inserted therein by chapter two hundred and four of amended.

the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, and inserting

in place thereof the following:— Section 39B. Property, Disposition

known as "Patients' Valuables", belonging to, or deposited "Pau'ent?^

for the benefit of, former patients of any state hospital, or valuables".

former patients under the supervision of the department,
which shall have remained unclaimed for more than one year,

shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, but only if all

known next of kin of the former patient shall have been
notified in writing by said superintendent or by the depart-

ment, as the case may be. Such disposition shall be made by
a special board consisting, in the case of a former patient of a

state hospital, of the superintendent of such hospital and a

representative of the department designated by it, or, in the

case of a former patient under the supervision of the depart-

ment, of one or more representatives of the department
designated by it. The board shall ascertain whether the prop-

erty has any sale value and, if so, shall solicit from at least

three reputable dealers in like property offers for the purchase
thereof, and shall sell the same to the dealer offering the
highest price. The proceeds of such sale shall be added to the
funds deposited by the superintendent of the hospital or by
the commissioner, as the case may be, known as "Patients'

Funds" and shall be disposed of as provided in section thirty-

nine A. The board may dispose of such of said property as,

in its opinion, has no sale value, or any of said property for

which no offer, solicited as aforesaid, has been received, in

such manner as it may deem proper. A complete record of

each transaction hereunder shall be made and signed by all

members of the board and filed with the other records at the
hospital or at the office of the department relating to the
former patient whose property shall have been disposed of

as aforesaid.

Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and twenty-three g. l. (Ter.

is hereby further amended by striking out section thirty- f 390^^^'

nine C, inserted therein by chapter two hundred and fifty- amended.

six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and in-

serting in place thereof the following:— Section 39C. Any Disposition
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or trust company within the commonwealth, which belongs

to a patient who has been discharged or has escaped from
any state hospital or from the supervision of the department
and which shall have remained unclaimed for more than
two years in the custody of the superintendent of such hos-

pital or in the custody of the commissioner of the department,
may be presented by the department to such bank or trust

company accompanied by the written request of the depart-

ment for payment to it of the amount of such deposit account
except so much as is in excess of the amount due the com-
monwealth for the support of such patient, and such bank or

trust company shall thereupon pay to the department the
amount so requested. Approved May 22, 1936.

Chap.2^2 An Act placing the office of agent for public welfare
OF the town of natick under the civil service laws.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The office of agent for pubhc welfare of the

town of Natick shall, upon the effective date of this act, be-

come subject to the civil service laws and rules and regula-

tions, and the tenure of office of any incumbent thereof shall

be unlimited, subject, however, to such laws; provided, how-
ever, that the present incumbent of said office may continue

to serve as such without taking a civil service examination.

Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the voters of

said town at the annual town meeting in the year nineteen

hundred and thirty-seven in the form of the following ques-

tion, which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used
for the election of town officers at said meeting: ''Shall an
act passed by the General Court in the year nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-six, entitled 'An Act placing the office of

agent for public welfare of the town of Natick under the

civil service laws', be accepted?" If a majority of the votes

in answer to said question are in the affirmative, then this

act shall thereupon take effect, but not otherwise.

Approved May 22, 1936.

Chap. 2^^ An Act authorizing the adjutant general to complete
THE RECORDS OF MASSACHUSETTS TROOPS IN THE WAR OF
eighteen hundred and TWELVE IN THE POSSESSION OF
THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

For the purpose of completing the work of procuring from
the United States of America copies of the records of Massa-
chusetts troops in the war of eighteen hundred and twelve,

as authorized by chapter one hundred and fifty-three of the

acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, the adjutant gen-

eral may expend such sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate,

six hundred dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated there-

for. Approved May 25, 1936.


