
HOUSE No. 2297
By Mr. Ames of Easton, petition of John S. Ames 111, Ann C.Gannett, Nils L. Nordberg and Barbara E. Gray that a person beauthorized to execute a will requesting that no maintenance medicaltreatment be utilized to the prolonging of life if he suffers a terminalillness or injury. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act relating to certain medical treatment.

Be it enacted hr the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECT lON 1. The availability of medical technology does not
2 eliminate the need for human choices regarding its use. This is
3 especially true when a patient is irreversibly ill. The decision to
4 cease employment of artificial means or heroic measures to
5 prolong the life of the body belongs to the patient and/or the
6 immediate family w'ith the approval of the family physician.
7 Such a decision is always in some respects unique, for even the
8 determination of what constitutes “heroic measures,” or
9 “extraordinary means,” is relative to the available medical

10 resources, the condition of the patient, and the consequences of
11 the treatment for both the patient and other affected persons. In
12 order that the rights of patients may be respected even after they
13 are no longer able to participate actively in decisions about
14 themselves, they may choose to indicate their wishes regarding
15 refusal of treatment in a written statement as contained in
J 6 section 2 of this act.

Commontoealtf) of j^lafisiacfiugetts;

1 SECTION 2. As used in this act, unless the text indicates
2 otherwise: -

3 (1) “terminal illness” or “injury” means any illness or injury
4 that will result in the expiration of life, regardless of the use or
5 discontinuance of medical treatment to sustain the life process.
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(2) “physician” means any person licensed to practice
medicine under chapter 112 of the General Laws and who is a
member of the staff of a hospital licensed under chapter 111 of
the General Laws,
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10 (3) “maintenance medical treatment” means artificial means
or heroic measures administered as medical treatment designed
solely to sustain the life process where there is no reasonable
chance for recovery, as determined by two attending physicians.

11
12
13
14 (4) “document” means an executed instrument, as hereinafter

contained, which requests that the individual be allowed to die
and not be kept alive by maintenance medical treatment or other
extraordinary measures. Said document is designed to provide
an opportunity to indicate a present desire on the part of said
individual, if at some point in the future said individual is
unable to indicate his desires, to have his physician and family
carefully consider whether the administration of maintenance
medical treatment is in the best interest of the patient.
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The document shall read substantially as follows:23
PREAMBLE The availability of medical technology does

not eliminate the need for human choices regarding its use. This
is especially true when a patient is irreversibly ill. The decision
to cease employment of artificial means or heroic measures to
prolong the life of the body belongs to the patient and/or the
immediate family with the approval of the family physician.
Such a decision is always in some respects unique for even the
determination of what constitutes “heroic measures,” or
“extraordinary means”, is relative to the available medical
resources, the condition of the patient, and the consequences of
the treatment for both the patient and other affected persons. In
order that the rights of patients may be respected even after they
are no longer able to participate actively in decisions about
themselves, they may choose to indicate their-wishes regarding
refusal of treatment in a written statement, as follows;
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TO MY FAMILY, MY PHYSICIAN, MY CLERGYMAN,
MY LAWYER
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If the time comes when 1 am no longer able to indicate my
desires, I wish this statement to stand as the testament of my
wishes.
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44 If there is no reasonable expectation of my recovery
45 from physical disability, as certified by two physicians.
46 I.—

,
request that I

47 be allowed to die and not be kept alive by artificial means or
48 heroic measures. I value life and the dignity of live, so that I am
49 not asking that my life be directly taken, but that my dying not
50 be unreasonably prolonged, nor the dignity of life destroyed.
51 This request is made, after careful reflection, while lam in
52 good health and spirits. 1 recognize that it places a heavy burden
53 of responsibility upon you, and it is with the intention of sharing
54 this responsibility that this statement is made.

58 (5) “family” means a spouse and persons of the first degree of
59 kinship.

1 SECTION 3. Any individual of sound mind, eighteen years
2 of age or older, may in the presence of a member of his
3 immediate family and his clergyman, or a notary public, execute
4 a document requesting that no maintenance medical treatment
5 be utilized for the prolongation of his life at such time as he
6 suffers a terminal injury or illness. Said document shall become
7 a permanent part of the individual’s medical record and shall
8 serve as an indication of the patient’s wishes regarding further

medical care, when said individual is certified as terminally ill by
10 two physicians; and when said individual is unable to indicate

11 his present desires.
12 Any individual who has executed such a document, may, at

13 any time thereafter, revoke such document by destruction or by

14 oral or written statement provided however that such revocation
15 be witnessed by one person.
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1 SECTION 4. A physician who acts in reliance on a document
2 executed under this act by withholding maintenance medical
3 treatment from an individual who executed such document.
4 where such physician has not actual notice of revocation or
5 contrary indication, is presumed to be acting in good faith, and
6 unless negligent shall be immune from civil or criminal liability.
7 For the purposes of this act, a physician max presume in the
8 absence of actual notice to the contrary that an individual who
9 executed a document under section 2 of this act was of sound

10 mind when it was executed.

1 SECTION 5. Nothing in this act shall be construed to impose
2 any limitation on the medical judgment of any physician in the
3 treatment and care of any patient.

This Document Has Eaen Printed On 100% Recycled Paper


