
HOUSE No. 2488
By Mrs. Pines of Newton, petition of the Massachusetts

Taxpayers Foundation, Lois G. Pines and Barbara t. Gray that
provision be made for local option in the continuance of municipal
veterans benefit programs as an alternative to state public assistance
or federal supplemental security income for certain veterans. Human
Services and Elderly Affairs.

Commontocaltl) of iflasgatljuseths

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act providing for local option in the continuance of

MUNICIPAL VETERANS BENEFIT PROGRAMS AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO
STATE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE OR FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY
INCOME FOR CERTAIN VETERANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. The General Laws are hereby amended by
2 striking out chapter 115 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following chapter:

4
VETERANS’ BENEFITS

6 Section I. The following words, as used in this chapter, shall
have the following meanings;

8 “Commissioner,” Commissioner of Veterans’ Services.
9 “Dependent”, the wife, husband, widow, child, mother or

10 father of a veteran, as hereinafter defined, or of a member of the
11 United States armed forces who is being held as a prisoner of
12 war or is designated by the armed forces who is being held as a
13 prisoner of war or is designated by the armed forces as missing
14 in action, including any person who stood in the relationship of
15 a parent to such veteran or member of the armed forces for the
16 five years preceding the commencement of his wartime service;

Chapter 115
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17 provided, that no child ot' a veteran who is more than eighteen
years of age shall be deemed a dependent, unless such child is
attending school for the purpose of completing a regulation high
school course or its equivalent, or unless he is mentally or
physically unable to support himself, and his disability existed
before he attained that age, or unless he is under twenty-three
years of age, and is a student as defined in clause (iii) of
paragraph (4) of section five B of chapter sixty-two.
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“State agency”, any department, administration, board, office,
commission or other agency of the commonwealth.
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“Veteran”, any person who (a) is a veteran as defined in clause
forty-three of section seven of chapter four; or (b) meets all the
requirements of said clause forty-three except that instead of
performing wartime service as so defined he has served on active
duty in the Mexican border service, between June thirteenth,
nineteen hundred and sixteen, and February third, nineteen
hundred and seventeen; or (c) is entitled to the Civil War, Indian
Campaign, Spanish Campaign, or Spanish War Service Medal;
or (d) meets all the requirements of said clause forty-three
except that instead of performing ninety days active service, at
least one day of which was for wartime service, he has
performed active service in the armed forces of the United States
at any time between April sixth, nineteen hundred and seventeen
and November eleventh, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
inclusive; or (e) meets all the requirements of said clause forty-
three, except that instead of performing wartime service as so
defined he is entitled to any of the following campaign
badges: First Nicaraguan, Haitian, Dominican, Yangtze River,
Second Yangtze River, Second Nicaraguan, Vera Cruz, Mexican
Service; provided, that in any case the service of such person
was credited to Massachusetts, or such person has three years
continuous residence in the commonwealth.
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Section 2. The commissioner shall be the agent of and for all
state agencies in all matters before the Veterans’ Administration
of the United States government involving any question of
federal compensation or pension to which any veteran or
dependent under the care or supervision of such state agencies
may be entitled, and involving any question of reimbursement of
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55 the commonwealth for assistance, care, board or hospitalization
of any veteran or dependent. Each such state agency shall notify
the commissioner, in writing, of all veterans or dependents who
are inmates of any hospital or other institution under the
supervision of. or in receipt of direct financial assistance from,
such state agency. Such notification shall be on forms to be
prepared by the commissioner and shall contain such informa-
tion as he may require to enable him to proceed properly in
matters of federal compensation or pension for such veterans or
dependents, and in matters of reimbursement of the com-
monwealth for assistance, care, board, or hospitalization.

56
57
58
59
60
61
62

| 53
64
65

The commissioner shall investigate the probabilities of
securing such compensation or pension for any veteran or
dependent and shall prosecute claims for such compensation or
pension in behalf of any such veteran or dependent from whom
he may secure a power of attorney, in accordance with the
regulations of the Veterans’ Administration of the United States
government. He may cooperate with any responsible veterans'
service agency in the prosecution of such claims in behalf of any
veteran or dependent from whom such agency has secured such
pow'er of attorney, and shall prosecute claims for reimbursement
of the commonwealth for assistance, care, board, or hospitaliza-
tion of any such veteran or dependent in cases wherein the
federal government is responsible for such reimbursement.
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Section 3. Whenever a veteran shall be required by general or
special law to file or exhibit a certificate of discharge from the
armed forces of the United States, the filing or exhibition of a
photostatic copy of such discharge shall be deemed sufficient to
comply with the requirements of such law.
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Section 4. Veterans’ benefits may be paid to a veteran or the
dependent of a veteran by the city or town wherein he resides
and cities and towns may appropriate money therefor. Veterans’
benefits shall not be subject to trustee process, and no
assignment thereof shall be valid.
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Section 5. In addition to any other aid to which a veteran is

entitled, a veteran who was a resident of this commonwealth at
the time of his entry into service, whose last discharge or release
from the armed forces of the United States was under other than
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93 dishonorable conditions, who has continued to be a resident of
94 this commonwealth, and who, according to the records of the
95 Veterans’ Administration of the United States government, has
96 suffered permanent impairment of vision of both eyes resulting
97 in central visual acuity of 5/200 or less in the better eye, with
98 corrective glasses, or central visual acuity of more than 5/200 if
99 there is a field defect in which the peripheral field has contracted

100 to such an extent that the widest diameter of visual field
101 subtends an angular distance no greater than twenty degrees in
102 the better eye, or is suffering from paraplegis and has permanent
103 paralysis of both legs and lower parts of the body, resulting
104 from traumatic injury to the spinal cord or brain, sustained
105 through enemy action, or accident while in military or naval
106 service, or who has permanent paralysis of both legs and lower
107 parts of the body, resulting from malaria, anemia, other forms
108 of disease, tumors or poisoning which may produce signs and
109 symptoms similar to those resulting from traumatic paraplegia
110 and certified by said Veterans’ Administration to be service-
111 connected, shall be paid, so long as such blindness or permanent
112 paralysis exists, the sum of five hundred dollars annually in
113 monthly payments. Such payments shall be due and payable
114 from the date of this application.
115 A veteran who was a resident of this commonwealth at the
116 time of his entry into service, whose last discharge or release
117 from the armed forces of the United States was under other than
118 dishonorable conditions, who has continued to be a resident of
119 this commonwealth, and who has lost both legs as a result of
120 enemy action or an accident certified by said Veterans’
121 Administration to be service-connected shall be paid the sum of
122 live hundred dollars annually in monthly payments. Such
123 payments shall be due and payable from the date of his
124 application.
125 Sections. Evidence of the service and disability mentioned in
126 section five shall be furnished to the commissioner who shall
127 examine the same and upon being satisfied that the service was
128 performed and the veteran has incurred a disability as defined in
129 section five, shall so certify to the comptroller, whereupon said
130 annuity shall be paid by the commissioner, subject to
131 appropriation, from the veterans’ service fund.
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132 Section 7. Annually in April, the mayor of every city and the
selectmen of every town shall appoint a resident of such city or
town who is a veteran as veterans’ grave officer and shall
forward to the director the name of any person so appointed. It
shall be the duty of such veterans' graves officer to cause every
veterans’ grave within such city or town to be suitably kept and
cared for. Such care shall include the clearing of weeds and
other unseemly growth from said graves; the raising and
repairing of sunken grave stones and markers and other similar
services that may be necessary to restore and maintain such
graves and their surroundings in an orderly condition. If the cost
of such care and maintenance is not paid by private persons, or
by the trustees of the cemeteries where any such grave is
situated, it shall be paid by the city or town; and cities and
towns may appropriate money therefor. Money so appropriated
may be expended directly by the city or town or paid over to the
trustees or manager of any cemetery where any such grave is
situated; but the sum so paid over in any year shall not exceed
for each grave the sum charged for the annual care and
maintenance of like lots in the same cemetery, or, if no such
charge is made in that cemetery, it shall not exceed the sum
charged in other cemeteries in the same city or town for like
services. In cities and towns where there are cemeteries
containing the remains of deceased veterans, such cities and
towns shall cause to be placed on such veterans’ graves a flag of
the United States on every Memorial day.
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Section 8. The mayor of cities and the selectmen of towns
may establish and maintain in their respective cities and towns a
department of veterans’ services or employ a veterans’ agent for
the purpose of making such disbursements or furnishing such
information, advice and assistance to veterans and their
dependents as may be necessary to enable them to procure the
benefits to which they may be entitled relative to employment,
vocational or other educational opportunities, hospitalization,
medical care, pensions, and benefits under this chapter. Two or
more adjoining towns, or two or more adjoining municipalities
only one of which is a city, may, in a city by vote of the city
council thereof, and in a town by vote of the selectmen thereof,
form a district for the purposes set forth in this section.
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including the appointment and compensation of a veterans’
agent. Any constituent city or town by vote may withdraw from
the district at the end of any fiscal year of such city or town if
such withdrawal is voted in the manner aforesaid not less than
sixty days prior to the end of such fiscal year and notice of such
vote is filed with the other municipalities comprising the district.
A city or town may maintain such a department, employ a
veterans' agent, or enter into such a district whether or not it
elects to disburse veterans’ benefits under this chapter.
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SECTION 2. Section 46A of chapter 114 of the General
Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 86 of the acts of
1957, is hereby further amended by striking out the second

paragraph of said section and inserting the following new
paragraph: -A certified copy of the affidavit shall forthwith be
transmitted by such board, body or person to the veteran graves
officer, appointed under section eight [nine] of chapter one
hundred and fifteen, of the city or town of burial or other
disposition of the body. Upon receipt of such certified copy, said
veteran graves officer shall, if said deceased veteran did not have
his settlement in such city or town, thereupon transmit a copy of
such affidavit to the veteran graves officer of the city or town in
which said deceased veteran his settlement, and in the event that
said deceased veteran had no settlement in the commonwealth
and was not a resident of the city or town of burial or other
disposition, a copy of such affidavit shall be transmitted to the
veteran graves officer of the city or town where said deceased
veteran last resided.
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1 SECTION 3. Chapter 116 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 2, as most recently amended by
3 chapter 388 of the acts ol 1961, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following new section;
5 Section 2. No person shall acquire a settlement, or be in the
6 process of acquiring a settlement, while receiving public relief,
7 unless within two years after receiving such relief, he tenders
8 reimbursement ol the cost thereof to the commonwealth or to
9 the town furnishing it; provided, that benefits received under



HOUSE No. 24881975J 7

I

10 chapter one hundred and fifteen shall not be considered public
11 relief for the purposes of this section; and provided, further, that
12 receipt of public relief under chapter one hundred and seventeen
13 by a veteran whose service qualifies him to receive benefits
14 under said chapter one hundred and fifteen, or by a dependent
15 of a veteran qualified by his service to receive such benefits, shall
16 not prevent such veteran or dependent, in accordance with the
17 provisions of this section, from acquiring, or being in the
Ig process of acquiring, a settlement, [unless the veterans’ agent of
19 the town of settlement, if any, of such veteran or dependent, or
20 the commissioner of veterans’ services, if such veteran or
21 dependent has no settlement, shall notify, in writing, the public
22 welfare authorities of the town furnishing such public relief that
23 such veteran or dependent is not eligible for benefits under said
24 chapter one hundred and fifteen, in answer to a notice, in
25 writing, which, in addition to any notice required by law to be
26 given to the public welfare authorities of the town of settlement.
27 if any, and to the commissioner of public welfare, shall, in the
28 case of such veteran or dependent, be given forthwith to the
29 veterans’ agent of the town of settlement, if any, and to the
30 commissioner of veterans’ services by the town granting such
31 public relief]. No former patient of a state or county tuberculosis
32 sanatorium or hospital who is employed in such an institution,
33 shall lose or gain a settlement or be in the process of losing or
34 gaining a settlement while so employed. No person residing in
35 an incorporated charitable institution the personal property of
36 which is exempt from taxation, other than an employee of such
37 institution, shall gain or lose a settlement nor be in the process
38 of gaining or losing a settlement while residing therein.

1 EXPLANATION

2 Italics indicates new material added to existing law.
3 [Brackets] indicates material stricken from existing law
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