
No. 3249HOUSE

*

By Mr. Flynn of Boston, petition of Robert H. Quinn and
Raymond L. Flynn relative to establishing a form of rent control for
gasoline dealers. Commerce and Labor.

tEfjc Commoutocaltf) of 4Ha6s(ac})us(etts(

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act providing for a form of rent control for gasoline

DEALERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 93A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding the following new section:
3 Section 10. Prior to the renewal of any agreement between a
4 supplier and a dealer, it shall be unlawful to increase the rent
5 which a dealer has been paying to the supplier without a written
6 showing of economic justification to the dealer. The following
1 factors shall be considered in determining what is a proper
8 economic justification for the proposed increase for each
9 dealership:

10 (a) Any net change in property taxes paid by the supplier,
(b) Any net change in the supplier’s operating and

12 maintenance expenses.
13 (c) Any capital improvements made to the building by the
14 supplier, as distinguished from ordinary repair, replacement and
15 maintenance costs.
16 (d) Any net change in the total business area and equipment
17 being leased, including but not limited to the number of service
18 bays and number of gasoline pumps.
19 (e) Any net change in rent which the supplier is obligated to
20 pay to a third party, other than a subsidiary of the supplier, for
21 rental of the land or building where the dealership is located.
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If a dealer has reason to beleive that the proposed rent
increase is without economic justification or that the rentals for
similar stations in the same geographic area are substantially
less, said dealer has a right to a hearing before the attorney
general. After said hearing, if the attorney general agrees that
the proposed rent increase is without economic justification, he
may require the supplier to appear for a hearing in which case
the attorney general shall have the same rights, powers and
obligations as set forth in sections six and seven. After said
hearing, the attorney general shall have the authority to issue an
order to the supplier setting a reasonable amount of rent to be
charged the dealer.
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Any supplier or dealer who is aggrieved by any action or
order of the attorney general issued under this section may seek
judicial review in the superior court of the county in which such
person resides or has his principal place of business, or the
action may be brought in the superior court of Suffolk County
with the consent of the parties or if the person has no place of
business within the commonwealth.
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