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By Mr. Donnelly of Boston, petition of Joseph D. Murphy and

Brian J. Donnelly for legislation to permit absentee ballots received
on election day to be counted at the office of the registrars rather
than polling places. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act to permit absentee ballots received on election day to

BE COUNTED AT THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRARS RATHER THAN THE

POLLING PLACE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 95, as most recently amended by Section 6 of
3 Chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966. and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 95. The city or town clerk, on the day of the election,
6 but no later than one hour after the hour for the closing of the
7 polls, shall transmit all envelopes purporting to contain official
8 absent voting ballots received on or before the close of business
9 on the day preceding the day of the election and which have not

10 been marked “Rejected as Defective”, as provided in section
11 ninety-four or “Rejected as Voted in Person”, as provided in
12 section one hundred, to the election officers in the several
13 precincts where the voters whose names appear on such
14 envelopes assert the right to vote. The warden or his deputy
15 shall forthwith, after receipt of any such envelopes, distinctly
16 announce the name and residence of each such voter and check
17 his name on the voting lists referred to in section sixty of
18 chapter fifty-one, or on his certificate of supplementary
19 registration attached to such lists as provided in section fifty-one
20 of chapter fifty-one, or on the copy of the list referred to in
21 section one hundred and three M of chapter fifty-four, as the
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case may be, if it has not already been so checked. He shall then
remove from such envelope the envelope referred to in clause (c)
of section eighty-seven, or in clause (b) or clause (c) of section
one hundred and three O, as the case may be, shall open the
envelopes in which the ballot is enclosed in such a manner as not
to destory the affidavit thereon, take the ballot therefrom
without opening it or permitting it to be examined and deposit it
in the ballot box. All the envelopes referred to in this section
shall be retained with the ballots cast at the election and shall be
preserved and destroyed in the manner provided by law for the
retention, preservation or destruction of official ballots.
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The envelopes purporting to contain official absent ballots
which are received on the day of the election shall be counted in
like manner in the office of the Registrar by one election officer
appointed pursuant to the provisions of sections 11, 11A and
MB of this Chapter.
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