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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act further regulating meetings of governmental bodies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and llon.se of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SIX'I lON I. Chapter 30A of the (icnoral Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1I A, as most recently amended
3 by Chapter 77 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 11 A. All meetings of any governmental body shall be
6 open to the public and all persons shall be permitted to attend
7 any meeting except as otherwise provided by this section
8 No quorum of a governmental body shall meet in private for
9 the purpose of deciding on or deliberating toward a decision on

10 any matter except as provided by this section. The following
1 I terms as used in this section shall have the following
12 meanings:
13 “Deliberation” means a verbal exchange between a quorum of
14 members of a governmental body attempting to arrive at a
15 decision on any public business within its jurisdiction.
16 “[executive Session” means any meeting or part of a meeting
17 of a governmental body which is closed to certain persons for
18 deliberation on certain matters
19 “Governmental body” means any board, committee, special
20 committee, or commission whether or not created by executive
21 order, within the executive or legislative branch of the
22 commonwealth or any county, municipality or other political
23 subdivision, which is under the direction of one or more elected
24 or appointed members, or the governing board or body of any
25 authority established by the general court to serve a public
26 purpose in the commonwealth or any part thereof, but shall not
27 include the general court or the committees thereof, bodies ot
28 the judicial branch, or any meeting of a quasi-judicial board or
29 commission held for the sole purpose of making a decision
30 required in an adjudicatory proceeding as defined in Section
31 One ol this chapter brought before it.
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32 “Meeting” means the convening of a quorum of the
constituent membership of a governmental body, whether
corporal or by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act
upon a matter over which the governmental body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.

33
34
35
36

“Quorum” unless otherwise defined by constitution, charter,
rule or law applicable to such governing body, means a simple
majority of the governmental body.

37
38
39

“Emergency” shall mean a sudden, generally unexpected
occurrence or set of circumstances demanding immediate action.

40
41

No executive session shall be held until the following
conditions have been met: (A) the governmental body has first
convened in an open session for which notice has been given, (B)
two thirds of the members of the governmental body have voted
to go into executive session and the vote of each member is
recorded and entered into the minutes, (C) the presiding officer
has cited the purpose or purposes under this chapter for an
executive session, and (D) the presiding officer shall state before
the executive session if the governmental body will reconvene
after the executive session.

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52 A governmental body may hold an executive session only for

one or more of the following purposes:53
54 (I) discussion of the character, as opposed to the professional

competence, or physical or mental health of a single individual,
unless such individual may require that such discussion be held
at an open meeting; and provided that nothing in the subsection
shall permit a meeting closed to the public for discussion of the
appointment of a person to a public body;

55
56
57
58
59

(2) strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining or
litigation, when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect
on the bargaining or litigation position of the governmental
body;

60
61
62
63

(3) discussion regarding the deployment of security personnel
or devices;

64
65

(4) investigative proccedings regarding allegations of criminal
misconduct;

66
67

(5) to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real
property, when such discussions would have a detrimental
effect on the negotiating position of the governmental body and
a third person, firm or corporation;

68
69
70
71
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72 (6) to comply with the provisions of any general or special
73 statute or federal grant-in-aid requirements
74 No executive session may be held for the purpose of taking
75 any final action or making any final decision nor shall any such
6 final action or final decision be taken or made in executive

78 This act shall not apply to any chance meeting, or a social
79 meeting at which matters relating to official business are not
80 discussed. No chance meeting, social meeting, or electronic
81 communication shall be used in circumvention of the spirit or
82 requirements of this act to discuss or act upon a matter over
83 which the governmental body has supervision, control, jurisdic-
84 lion, or advisory power
85 This act shall not apply to judicial proceedings, but shall
86 apply to a court or other judicial body while exercising rule-
87 making authority or while deliberating or deciding upon the
88 issuance of administrative orders
89 This act shall not prohibit the removal of any person or
90 persons who willfully disrupt a meeting to the extent that
91 orderly conduct of the meeting is seriously compromised
92 Except in an emergency, a notice of each regular meeting ol
93 any state board or commission or the governing board or body
94 of any such authority subject to this section shall be filed with
95 the secretary of state and a copy thereof posted in the public
96 office of the executive office for administration and finance
97 whenever possible at the beginning of each calendar year. The
98 notice shall include the dates, times, and places of such
99 meetings. Except in an emergency, the state board or

100 commission or the governing board or body of any such
101 authority subject to this section shall give supplemental written
102 public notice of any regular, special, or rescheduled meeting no
103 later than 72 hours before the meeting. Ihe notice shall include
104 the agenda, date, time and place of the meeting.
105 Notices shall be sent to any person who requests notice of
106 such meetings; any such person shall be given notice of all
107 special, rescheduled or emergency meetings in the same manner
108 as is given to members of the governmental body.
109 Such filing and posting shall be the responsibility of the
110 officer or officers calling such meeting.

77 session
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111 Each governmental body shall maintain accurate records of
their meetings, setting forth the date, time, place, members
present or absent, action taken at each meeting, including
executive sessions. A summary of all matters voted, including
the recorded votes, shall be made available with reasonable
promptness after each meeting; provided, however, that votes
taken in executive session may remain seeret so long as their
publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive
session, but no longer. Upon request of any member of any such
board, commission or body, any vote shall be verified by a roll
call, which shall be recorded. The records of each meeting shall
become a public record and be available to the public upon
being approved; provided, however, that the records of any
executive session may remain secret so long as their publication
would defeat the law'ful purposes of the executive session, but no
longer.

112
113

I 14
115
116
117
118

* l9
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

All or any part of a meeting of a governmental body may be
recorded by any person in attendance by means of a tape
recorder or any other means of sonic reproduction except when
a meeting is closed pursuant to this section that states when
executive sessions may be held; provided that in so recording
there is no active interference with the conduct of the meeting.

127
128
129
130
131
132

Upon qualification for office following an appointment or
election to a governmental body, as defined in this section, the
member shall be furnished by the city or town clerk, county
commissioners or state secretary with an appropriate summary
of this chapter prepared by the attorney general.

133
134
135
136
137

Each such member shall sign a written acknowledgement that
he has been provided with a copy of said summary.

138
139

The Attorney General and the public prosecutors of
competent jurisdiction shall enforce the provisions of this act.

140
141

Any person denied the rights conferred by this act may
commence a suit in a court of competent jurisdiction for the
county or city in which the governmental body ordinarily meets
or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose of requiring
compliance with or preventing violations of this act or to
determine the applicability of this act to discussions or decisions
of the public body. The court may order payment of reasonable
attorney fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff in a suit
brought under this section.

142

144
145
146
147
148
149
150
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151 Any person knowingly violating any provisions of this act
152 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
153 shall be fined (I) not less than $5O nor more than $5OO if such
1 54 member receives compensation or (2) not less than $lO nor more
155 than $2OO if such member receives no compensation for services
156 on a governmental body.

SEC I lON 2. Chapter 34 of the General L aws is hereby
amended by striking out section 9F, as amended by section 2 of
chapter 437 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof the
following section:

"i

3

4
Section 9/\ All meetings of any governmental body shall he

pen to the public and all persons shall be permitted to attend
5

6

any meeting except as otherwise provided by this section
No quorum of a governmental body shall meet in private for

the purpose of deciding on or deliberating toward a decision on
any matter except as provided by this section. Ihe following
terms as used in this section shall have the following meanings:

8
9

10
1 I
12 “Deliberation” means a verbal exchange between a quorum of

members of a governmental body attempting to arrive at a
decision on any public business within its jurisdiction.

13
14
15 “Executive Session” means any meeting or part of a meeting

ol a governmental body which is closed to certain persons for
deliberation on certain matters.

16
17
18
19
20
21
n

“Governmental body” means any board, committee, special
committee, or commission whether or not created by executive
order, within the executive or legislative branch of the
commonwealth or any county, municipality or other political
subdivision, which is under the direction of one or more elected
or appointed members, or the governing board or body of any
authority established by the general court to serve a public
purpose in the commonwealth or any part thereof, but shall not
include the general court or the committees thereof, bodies of
the judicial branch, or any meeting of a quasi-judicial board or
commission held for the sole purpose of making a decision
required in an adjudicatory proceeding as defined in Section I ol
this chapter brought before it.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

“Meeting” means the convening of a quorum of the
constituent membership of a governmental body, whether

31
32
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33 corporal or by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act
upon a matter over which the governmental body has
supervision, control. Jurisdiction, err advisory power.

34
35

"Quorum” unless otherwise defined by constitution, charter,
rule oi' law applicable to such governing body, means a simple
majority of the governmental body.

36
37
38

“Emergency” shall mean a sudden, generally unexpected
occurrence or set of circumstances demanding immediate action.

39
40

No executive session shall be held until the following
conditions have been met: (A) the governmental body has first
convened in an open session for which notice has been given, (B)
two thirds of the members ol the governmental body have voted
to go into executive session and the vote of each member is
recorded and entered into the minutes, (C) the presiding officer
has cited the purpose or purposes under this chapter for an
executive session, and (D) the presiding officer shall state before
the executive session if the governmental body will reconvene
after the executive session.

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51 A governmental body may hold an executive session only for

one or more of the following purposes:52
53 (I) discussion of the character, as opposed to the professional

competence, or physical or mental health of a single individual,
unless such individual may require that such discussion be held
at an open meeting; and provided that nothing in the subsection
shall permit a meeting closed to the public for discussion of the
appointment of a person to a public body;

54
55
56
57
58
59 (2) strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining or

litigation, when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect
on the bargaining or litigation position of the governmental
body;

60
61
62
63 (3) discussion regarding the deployment of security personnel

or devices;64
(4) investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal

misconduct;
65
66

(5) to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value ol real
property, when such discussions would have a detrimental elleet
on the negotiating position of the governmental body and a
third person, firm or corporation;

67
68
69
70

(6) to comply with the provisions of any general or special71
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72 statute or federal grant-in-aid requirements
73 No executive session may be held lor the purpose of taking
74 any final action or making any final decision nor shall any such
75 final action or final decision be taken or made in executive

77 This act shall not apply to any chance meeting, or a social
78 meeting at which matters relating to official business are not
79 discussed. No chance meeting, social meeting, or electronic
80 communication shall be used in circumvention of the spirit or
81 requirements of this act to discuss or act upon a matter over
82 which the governmental body has supervision, control, jurisdic-
83 tion, or advisory power.
84 This act shall not apply to Judicial proceedings, but shall
85 apply to a court or other judicial body while exercising rule-
86 making authority or while deliberating or deciding upon the
87 issuance of administrative orders
88 This act shall not prohibit the removal of any person or
89 persons who willfully disrupt a meeting to the extent that
90 orderly conduct of the meeting is seriously compromised.
91 Except in an emergency, a notice of each regular meeting of
92 any state board or commission or the governing board or body
93 of any such authority subject to this section shall be filed with
94 the secretary of state and a copy thereof posted in the public
95 office of the executive office for administration and finance
96 whenever possible at the beginning of each calendar year. The
97 notice shall include the dates, times, and places of such
98 meetings. Except in an emergency, the state board or
99 commission or the governing board or body of any such

100 authority subject to this section shall give supplemental written
101 public notice of any regular, special, or rescheduled meeting no
102 later than 72 hours before the meeting. The notice shall include
103 the agenda, date, time and place of the meeting.
104 Notices shall be sent to any person who requests notice of
105 such meetings; any such person shall be given notice of all
106 special, rescheduled or emergency meetings in the same manner
107 as is given to members of the governmental body.
108 Such filing and posting shall be the responsibility of the
109 officer or officers calling such meeting.
110 Every governmental body shall maintain accurate records of

76 session
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their meetings, setting forth the date, time, place, members
present or absent, action taken at each meeting, including
executive sessions. A summary of all matters voted, including
the recorded votes, shall be made available with reasonable
promptness after each meeting; provided, however, that votes
taken in executive session may remain secret so long as their
publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive
session, but no longer. Upon request of any member of any such
board, commission or body, any vote shall be verified by a roll
call, which shall be recorded. The records of each meeting shall
become a public record and be available to the public upon
being approved; provided, however, that the records of any
executive session may remain secret so long as their publication
would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session, but no
longer.

111
112
113
114
115
116
1 17

#lB
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

All or any part of a meeting of a governmental body may be
recorded by any person in attendance by means of a tape
recorder or any other means of sonic reproduction except when
a meeting is closed pursuant to this section that stales when
executive sessions may be held; provided that in so recording
there is no active interference with the conduct of the meeting.

126
127
128
129
130
131
132 Upon qualification for office following an appointment or

election to a governmental body, as defined in this section, the
member shall be furnished by the city or town clerk, county
commissioners or state secretary with an appropriate summary
of this chapter prepared by the attorney general.

133
134
135
136
137 Each such member shall sign a written acknowledgement that

he has been provided with a copy of said summary.138
139 The attorney general and the public prosecutors of competent

jurisdiction shall enforce the provisions of this act.140
141 Any person denied the rights conferred by this act may

commence a suit in a court of competent jurisdiction for the
county or city in which the governmental body ordinarily meets
or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose of requiring
compliance with or preventing violations of this act or to
determine the applicability of this act to discussions or decisions
of the public body. The court may order payment of reasonable
attorney fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff in a suit
brought under this section.

i 42
*143

144
145
146
147
148
149
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1

150 Any person knowingly violating any provisions of this act
151 shall he guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
152 shall he fined (1) not less than $5O nor more than $5OO if such
153 member receives compensation or (2) not less than $lO nor more
154 than $2OO if such member receives no compensation for services
155 on a governmental body.

SECI lON 3. Chapter 39 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 23A, as most recently amended
by chapter 571 of the acts of 1970. and inserting in place thereof
the following section:

a

3

4
Section 23A. All meetings of any governmental body shall be

open to the public and all persons shall be permitted to attend
any meeting except as otherwise provided by this section.

5
6
7

No quorum of a governmental body shall meet in private for
the purpose of deciding on or deliberating toward a decision on
any matter except as provided by this section. Ihe following
terms as used in this section shall have the following meanings:

8
9

10
11

“Deliberation" means a verbal exchange between a quorum of
members of a governmental body attempting to arrive at a
decision on any public business within its jurisdiction.

12
13
14

“Executive Session" means any meeting or part of a meeting
of a governmental body which is closed to certain persons for
deliberation on certain matters.

15
16
17

“Governmental body" means any board, committee, special
committee, or commission whether or not created by executive
order, within the executive or legislative branch of the
commonwealth or any county, municipality or other political
subdivision, which is under the direction of one or more elected
or appointed members, or the governing board or body of any
authority established by the general court to serve a public
purpose in the commonwealth or any part thereof, but shall not,
include the general court or the committees thereof, bodies of
the judicial branch, or any meeting of a quasi-judicial board or
commission held for the sole purpose of making a decision
required in an adjudicatory proceeding as defined in Section 1 of
this chapter brought before it.

18
19
20
21
in

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

"Meeting” means the convening of a quorum of the
constituent membership of a governmental body, whether
corporal or by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act

31
32
33
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34 upon a matter over which the governmental body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power.35

36 “Quorum” unless otherwise defined by constitution, charter
rule or law applicable to such governing body, means a simph
majority of the governmental body.

37
38
39 “Emergency” shall mean a sudden, generally unexpected

occcurrence or set of circumstances demanding immediate
action.

40
41
\2 No executive session shall be held until the following

conditions have been met: (A) the governmental body has first
convened in an open session for which notice has been given, (B)
two thirds of the members of the governmental body have voted
to go into executive session and the vote of each member is
recorded and entered into the minutes, (C) the presiding officer
has cited the purpose or purposes under this chapter for an
executive session, and (D) the presiding officer shall state before
the executive session if the governmental body will reconvene
after the executive session.

43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52 A governmental body may hold an executive session only for

one or more of the following purposes:53
54 (I) discussion of the character, as opposed to the professional

competence, or physical or mental health of a single individual,
unless such individual may require that such discussion be held
at an open meeting; and provided that nothing in the subsection
shall permit a meeting closed to the public for discussion of the
appointment of a person to a public body;

55
56
57
58
59
60 (2) strategy sessions with respect to collective bargaining or

litigation, when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect
on the bargaining or litigation position of the governmental
body;

61
62
63

(3) discussion regarding the deployment of security personnel
or devices;

64
65

(4) investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal
misconduct;

66
67

(5) to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real
property, when such discussions would have a detrimental effect
on the negotiating position of the governmental body and a
third person, firm or corporation;

68
69
70
71

(6) to comply with the provisions of any general or special
statute or federal grant-in-aid requirements.

72
73
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74 No executive session may be held for the purpose of taking
any final action or making any final decision nor shall any such
final action or final decision he taken or made in executive
session.

75
76
77

This act shall not apply to any chance meeting, or a social
meeting at which matters relating to official business are not
discussed. No chance meeting, social meeting, or electronic
communication shall be used in circumvention of the spirit or
requirements of this act to discuss or act upon a matter over
which the governmental body has supervision, control, jurisdic-
tion, or advisory power.

78
79
80
81
82
83
84

1 his act shall not apply to judicial proceedings, but shall
apply to a court or other judicial body while exercising rule-
making authority or while deliberating or deciding upon the
issuance of administrative orders.

85
86
87
88

This act shall not prohibit the removal of any person or
persons who willfully disrupt a meeting to the extent that
orderly conduct of the meeting is seriously compromised.

89
90
91

Except in an emergency, a notice of each regular meeting of
any slate board or commission or the governing board or body
of any such authority subject to this section shall be filed with
the secretary of stale and a copy thereof posted in the public
office of the executive office for administration and finance
whenever possible at the beginning of each calendar year. The
notice shall include the dates, times, and places of such
meetings. Except in an emergency, the state board or
commission or the governing board or body of any such
authority subject to this section shall give supplemental written
public notice of any regular, special, or rescheduled meeting no
later than 72 hours before the meeting. The notice shall include
the agenda, date, time and place of the meeting.

92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105 Notices shall be sent to any person who requests notice of

such meetings; any such person shall be given notice of all
special, rescheduled or emergency meetings in the same manner
as is given to members of the governmental body.

106
107
108

Such tiling and posting shall be the responsibility of the
officer or otlicers calling such meeting.

109
110

Every governmental body shall maintain accurate records of
their meetings, setting forth the date, time, place, members
present or absent, action taken at each meeting, including

11l
112
113
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114 executive sessions. A summary of all matters voted, including
115 the recorded votes, shall be made available with reasonable
116 promptness after each meeting; provided, however, that votes
117 taken in executive session may remain secret so long as their
118 publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive
119 session, but no longer. Upon request of any member of any such
120 board, commission or body, any vote shall be verified by a roll

call, which shall be recorded. I he records of each meeting shall
122 become a public record and be available to the public upon
123 being approved; provided, however, that the records of any
124 executive session may remain secret so long as their publication
125 would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session, but no
126 longer.
127 All or any part of a meeting of a governmental body may be
128 recorded by any person in attendance by means of a tape
129 recorder or any other means of sonic reproduction except when
130 a meeting is closed pursuant to this section that states when
131 executive sessions may be held; provided that in so recording
132 there is no active interference with the conduct of the meeting.
133 Upon qualification for office following an appointment or
134 election to a governmental body, as defined in this section, the
135 member shall be furnished by the city or town clerk, county
136 commissioners or state secretary with an appropriate summary
137 of this chapter prepared by the attorney general.
138 Each such member shall sign a written acknowledgement that
139 he has been provided with a copy of said summary.
140 The attorney general and the public prosecutors of competent
141 jurisdiction shall enforce the provisions of this act.
142 Any person denied the rights conferred by this act may
143 commence a suit in a court of competent jurisdiction for the
144 county or city in which the governmental body ordinarily meets

or in which the plaintiff resides for the purpose of requiring
*46 compliance with or preventing violations of this act or to

147 determine the applicability of this act to discussions or decisions
148 of the public body. Ihe court may order payment of reasonable
149 attorney fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff in a suit
150 brought under this section.
151 Any person knowingly violating any provisions of this act
152 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
153 shall be fined (1) not less than $5O nor more than $5OO if such
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154 member receives compensation or (2) not less than $lO nor more
155 than $2OO if such member receives no compensation for services
156 on a governmental body.

1 SI C 1 lON 4, Section 238 of said chapter 39, as amended by
2 section 4 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1960, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in line 2, the word “board” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words; governmental body, a,

5 defined in section twenty-three A.

1 SECTION 5. The state secretary shall furnish to each city
2 and town clerk and to the commissioners of each county of the
3 commonwealth a copy of section eleven A of chapter thirty A,
4 section nine Fof chapter thirty-four and sections twenty-three A
5 and twenty-three B of chapter thirty-nine of the General Laws
6 within ninety days of the effective date of this act.

1 SEC I lON 6. CONFLICT OF LAW, If the provisions of the
2 act conflict with any other statute, ordinance, regulation, or
3 rule, the provisions of this act shall control.

1 SECT lON 7. SEVERABILITY. If the provisions of this act,
2 or the application of this act to any particular meeting or type of
3 meeting is held invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall
4 not affect the validity of the remaining provisions or the other
5 applications of this act.

DA I E. This act shall take effect1 SECTION 8. EFFECTIVF
2 July I. 1975.
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