
No. 4456HOUSE
By Mr. Lappin of Springfield, petition of Peter H. Lappin relative

to increasing witness fees in criminal proceedings to ten dollars per
day. The Judiciary.

je Commontoealtt) of jfflagsiacfjusicttfi
*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act increasing witness fees in criminal proceedings to ten
DOLLARS PER DAY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 262 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 29, as most recently amended by chapter 911
3 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the following

5 Section 29. The fees for attending as a witness before the
6 general court, the supreme judicial court, the superior court, the
7 land court, a probate court or court of insolvency, a district
8 court, county commissioners, a trial justice, a referee, an
9 arbitrator, the department of industrial accidents or the board of

10 conciliation and arbitration, or on any other occasion for which
11 no express provision is made, or allowed to persons, except the
12 debtor, who are examined under section eighty-two of chapter
13 two hundred and sixteen, unless fraudulent conduct is charged
14 and proved against them, shall be six dollars a day, and ten

.15 cents a mile for travel out and home; provided, that if the
*l6 witness has a usual place of business or employment in the city

17 or town where the court trial or hearing is held, travel shall be
18 reckoned out and to such place of business or employment, and
19 not out and home; and provided, further, that any witness in a
20 criminal proceeding in either a district or superior court shall
21 receive an additional four dollars per day. Each witness shall
22 certify in writing the amount of his travel and attendance.

4 section;
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23 Any person who at the request of the attorney general or a
24 district attorney, for the purpose of assisting him in the
25 investigation of any matter within his jurisdiction as such
26 attorney general or district attorney, attends the attorney general
27 at any place, or the office of such district attorney at a
28 courthouse, shall receive the fees provided in the preceding
29 paragraph for a witness attending the superior court and subject
30 to the same provisions, except that the certificate required by the
31 last sentence of said paragraph shall be accompanied by a
32 voucher signed by the attorney general or the district attorney
33 that such fees are due said person for his attendance as provided
34 in this paragraph.


