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By Mr. Mofenson of Newton, petition of Theodore D. Mann and
David J. Mofenson relative to condominium conversion and
establishment of a condominium conversion commission. Com-
merce and Labor.

®fje Commontoealtf) of iHassacfjusctts!

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act relative to condominium conversion and

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Genera! Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 (1) Created: Composition; Appointment: Qualifications.
2 (A) There shall be a commission, to be known as the
3 governor’s commission on the study ot condominium conver-
-4 sion, hereinafter to be called the commission, to consist of (!)

5 the commissioner of the department of community affairs or his
6 designee, (2) a representative of the Mass. Housing Finance
7 Agency, (3) a representative from the office of the attorney
8 general, (4) the commissioner of banks or his designee, (5) the
9 chairman of the consumer council or his designee, (6) the

10 secretary of the executive office of elder affairs or his designee,
11 (7) the secretary of the executive office of communities and
12 development or his designee, (8) the secretary of the executive
13 office of consumer affairs or his designee, (9) the director of the
14 building department or his designee, (10) five (5) citizens to be
15 appointed by the governor who shall possess expertise in the
16 fields of law, building construction, community planning, and
17 finance, (11) three members of each house of the general court
18 to be appointed in the house of representatives by the speaker of
19 the house and to be appointed in the senate by the president of
20 the senate, and (12) five citizens of the commonwealth who
21 each represent a duly constituted organization of tenants of the
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commonwealth. The governor shall designate one of the
members as chairperson. The members shall serve without
compensation but shall receive their necessary expenses incurred
in the discharge of their official duties.
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(B) Powers and duties of the Commission.26
It shall be the mandate and duty of the commission to study

and make recommendations to the general court with respect to
the impact and implications for the commonwealth ol the
continuing trend towards the conversion of multiple family £

dwelling units to the condominium form of ownership. Its
functions shall be to address the following issues:

27
28
29
30
31
32

(1) The potential hardship imposed upon persons and families
displaced from apartment units by the process of con-
dominimum conversion,
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(2) The necessity for uniform statewide legislation providing
for relocation assistance to those families displaced by
condominium conversion.
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(3) The scope and extent of units affected by the conversion
from rental units to condominium ownership.

39
40

(4) The impact of condominium conversion on the availabili-
ty ol adequate housing for families of low or moderate income
levels and on the availability of adequate housing for the elderly.
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(5) The need for consumer legislation to regulate the
condominium conversion process with particular concern for the
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(a) problems of disclosure to potential condominium
purchasers (b) regulation of financing of condominium units and
(c) community inspection procedures to insure that adequate
plumbing, wiring and heating systems are provided in con-
dominium units sold to the public, and
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(6) The possible need to restructure existing legislation
regulating the condominium form of ownership in light of the
above concerns.
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The commission shall prepare studies addressing these
and may at the conclusion of their studies submit legislation to
the general court embodying their recommendations as an
outgrowth of the information that they have gathered.
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(C) The commission shall have the authority to hire such
clerical assistance, stall' members, or consultants as may he
necessary for the adequate performance of their duties. These
positions shall remain in existence only until the time that the
commission has completed their studies for and recommen-
dations to the general court.
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