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By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of John A. Businger for
legislation to establish a youth for environmental survival corps.
Commerce and Labor.

fZHie Commontoealtf) of Jflafifiacfjustcttg

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act establishing a youth for environmental survival
CORPS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 17 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 17. The armory commission, the art commission, the
5 executive office for administration and finance, the commis-
-6 sioner of veterans’ services, the commissioners on uniform state
7 laws, the public bequest commission, the state ballot law com-
-8 mission the board of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Mas-
-9 sachusetts, the board of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in

10 Holyoke, the milk regulation board, the alcoholic beverages
11 control commission, the trustees of the state library, the state
12 racing commission, the Greylock reservation commission, the
13 metropolitan area planning council, the Port of Boston commis-

-14 sion, the Massachusetts commission against discrimination, the
15 state airport management board, weather amendment board,
16 commission on aging, the boxers’ fund board, finance advisory
17 board, medical, dental and nursing scholarship board, retire-
-18 ment law commission, the Massachusetts aeronautics commis-
-19 sion, the obscene literature control commission, the mobile
20 homes commission, the consumers’ council, the Massachusetts
21 police training council, the Massachusetts rehabilitation com-
-22 mission, the service corps commission, the youth lor enviion-
-23 mental survival corps commission, the World War II commis-
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24 sion, the health and welfare commission, the advisory council
25 on home and family, state council on juvenile behavior, gov-
-26 ernor’s mansion commission, the American and Canadian
27 French cultural exchange commission, Massachusetts educa-
-28 tional communications commission, the committee on Law
29 enforcement and administration of criminal justice, the com-
-30 mission on employment of the handicapped, the Massachusetts
31 commission for the blind shall serve under the governor, and
32 shall be subject to such supervision as the governor deems
33 necessary and proper.

] SECTION 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 adding after section 161 under the caption Youth for environ-
-3 mental survival Corps the following three sections:
4 Section 162. There shall be a youth for environmental sur-
-5 vival commission, in this section and in sections one hundred
6 and sixty-three and one hundred and sixty-four, inclusive,
7 called the commission, to consist of seven members to be
8 appointed by the governor: not more than four of whom shall
9 be members of the same political party, and at least one of

10 whom shall be between sixteen and twenty-one years of age,
1 1 and at least two of whom shall be between twenty-one and
1 2 twenty-six years of age. Said members appointed by the gover-
-13 nor shall be designated in their original appointments to serve
14 two for one year, two for two years, and three for three years,
15 respectively. Upon the expiration of the term of office of a
16 member, his successor shall be appointed in like manner for a
1 7 term of three years. The governor shall fill any vacancy for the
18 remainder of an unexpired term. The chairman of the com-
-19 mission shall be designated annually by the governor. Said
20 members shall serve without compensation, but shall be re-
-21 imbursed for their expenses actually and necessarily incurred in
22 the performance of their duties. The commission shall meet
23 monthly and at other times at the call of the chairman or as
24 the commission may determine. Unless otherwise indicated, all
25. decisions of the commission shall be taken by a majority of
26 those members present and voting. A quorum shall consist of
27 four members. The commission shall be provided with suitable
28 quarters in the state house or elsewhere in the city of Boston.
29 The commission shall make an annual report to the general
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30 court and a copy thereof shall be sent to the governor and the
31 state secretary. The commission shall by appropriate means
32 make said report known and available to the public. Tire
33 commission shall take steps to induce people to volunteer for
34 public service in the control of environmental abuses in their
35 own communities, and to provide increased opportunities for
36 such service; shall promote an awareness of the need for envi-

<37 ronmental protection; shall aid local communities, when so
requested by the governing bodies thereof and/or by public or

39 private agencies, to initiate or implement worthwhile environ-
40 mental programs by providing voluntary personnel when
41 feasible in the judgment of the commission: and shall take
42 steps to inspire residents of the commonwealth to choose and
43 prepare themselves for careers of environmental protection. The
44 commission may adopt, and alter an emblem bearing the legend
45 YES. To the extent possible each project shall provide for
46 contribution of services from cooperating local agencies.
47 Subject to the approval of the commissioner of administra-
-48 tion the commission may apply for and accept on behalf of the
49 commonwealth any funds or monies from any source including
50 grants, bequests, gifts, contributions, compensation, or other
51 payments made by the federal government and any agencies or
52 subdivisions thereof or by any individual, corporation, associa-
-53 tion, or public authority. Said funds shall be deposited in a
54 separate account with and received by the state treasurer on
55 behalf of the commonwealth. All federal subventions and
56 grants shall be reported in full by the commission to the
57 budget director and to the comptroller, and such reports shall
58 include such itemization as may be required by federal rcgula-
-59 tions. All such funds may be expended without specific ap-
-60 propriation under the terms and conditions provided in rules
61 and regulations established by the commissioner of administra-

<4 2 tion and if such expenditures are otherwise in accordance with
63 law. All such expenditures of federal subventions and grants
64 shall be subject to the audit of the state auditor.
65 The commission may contract with any agencies or sub-
-66 divisions of the federal and state governments and any in-
-67 dividual, corporation, association, or public authority to pro-
-68 vide or to receive services in connection with work of the
69 commission. The commission may contribute or receive ser-
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70 vices, facilities, staff assistance, and money payments as con-
-71 sideration in such contracts.
72 Tire commission may expend for services and other expenses
73 such amounts as may be appropriated therefor together with
74 such amounts as the commission may receive under any federal
75 or state law or by gift, grant or contract from any source,
75 including grants, bequests, gifts, or contributions made by any
77 individual, corporation, association, public authority, or agency ,

78 or subdivision of the federal or state governments. '

79 Section 163. There is hereby created a youth for environ-
-80 mental survival corps to be composed of a limited number of
81 carefully selected men and women who are to be made avail-
-82 able for a limited time for use in projects and programs in
83 community action, community organization, education, re-
-84 search, and observation of environmental abuses and of the
85 capacity and efficacy of existing enforcement agencies to deal
86 with these abuses. These projects and programs shall deal with
87 the areas of air, water, noise, land, open space, shore line,
88 ocean floor, and any and all other environmental preservation.
89 Corpsmen are authorized to serve internships in existing
90 agencies which are dealing with environmental enforcement or
91 orientated toward environmental issues, in order to provide
92 them with a useful orientation into the environmental field and
93 with a working knowledge of the scope and purpose of other
94 environmental agencies.
95 Tire commission shall appoint a director of the youth for
96 environmental survival corps and an associate director, neither
97 of whom shall be subject to chapter thirty-one nor to section
98 nine A of chapter thirty. Said associate director shall be
99 between twenty-one and thirty years of age at the time of his

100 appointment. The commission shall fix the salaries of the
101 director and the associate director: provided, however, that the
102 salary of the director shall not exceed sixteen thousand fix'
103 hundred dollars, and that the salary of the associate director
104 shall not exceed eleven thousand dollars. The director, with the

105 approval of the commission, may appoint such other em-

-106 ployees, including experts and consultants, as he deems neces-
-107 sary to carry out the provisions of section one hundred and
108 sixty-three, none of whom shall be subject to the provisions of
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109 chapter thirty-one or of section nine A of chapter thirty; pro-
110 vided, however, that they and such directors may be eligible to
11 1 participate in all group insurance programs under chapter
112 thirty-two A. The director shall be required to report within a
113 reasonable time any infractions of the law to the appropriate
114 state enforcement agencies.
115 The corps shall consist of not more than fifty persons prior

,Jl6 to July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one, and thereafter
%il7 shall consist of such number as may be required for the needs

118 of the corps; provided, however, that at no time shall less than
119 eighty percent of the members of said corps be between sixteen
120 and twenty-six years of age. There shall be the following
121 categories of corpsmen: -(1) full time corpsmen, consisting of
122 volunteers, eighty percent of whom shall be between sixteen
123 and twenty-six years of age, enrolled for one year’s service,
124 who shall devote full time to their duties and shall receive such
125 compensation not exceeding one hundred dollars monthly plus
126 expenses necessary for subsistence, as the commission may
127 determine; (2) part-time corpsmen, consisting of volunteers en-
-128 rolled for one year’s service, who shall serve not less than
129 twelve hours a week and who shall receive no compensation
130 but may be reimbursed for their expenses; (3) student corps-
131 men, consisting of volunteers fourteen years of age or older
132 who are attending school and are willing and able to serve no
133 less than six hours a week, who shall be paid an amount, not
134 to exceed seventy-five cents for each hour of service, to cover
135 cost of transportation, lunches and similar expenses.
136 The service of any corpsman may be terminated or renewed
137 at any time at the pleasure of the director, provided, however,
138 that any corpsman so terminated may appeal said termination
139 to the entire commission. The commission may by a vote of at
140 least five of its members overrule such a termination. All

4 41 corpsmen may, subject to the rules and regulations of the
142 group.insurance commission, participate in the group insurance
143 programs provided under chapter thirty-two A and shall receive
144 an allowance equal to the cost of such participation, in addi-
-145 tion to any other compensation, allowance or stipend provided
146 in this section.
147 The commission shall prescribe rules and regulations gov-
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Section 164. There shall be a youth for environmental sur-
vival corps advisory council, hereinafter called the council,
consisting of twelve voting members who shall be appointed by
the governor for terms of two years each; at least two of
whom shall be between sixteen and twenty-one years of age
and at least four of whom shall be between twenty-one and
twenty-six years of age. The director of the youth for environ-
mental survival corps shall serve as chairman of the council in
addition to the 12 voting members, the commissioner of public
health, natural resources and education shall serve as non-voting
members. The council shall meet at least twice a year upon call
of the chairman and shall meet at any time upon the call of
the governor. Its members shall receive no compensation for
their services on the committee but shall receive their expenses
necessarily incurred in rendering such service. The council shall
study environmental needs in the commonwealth in areas
where services may be rendered by the youth environmental
survival corps, shall evaluate programs and projects of the corps
and shall make recommendations based on its findings to the
commission.
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