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*

Moved (Mr. Shea of Lowell) as a substitute for House Bill to
insure citizen right of referendum on matters acted upon by town
meetings (House, No. 5390), and as amended on motion of Mr.
Harrington of Newton. January 28.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act providing that certain votes of towns shall be subject

to REFERENDUM.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to immediately provide
3 greater participation of registered voters of the community in
4 substantial changes affecting the community, therefore it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law. necessary for the
6 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 4of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 4A the following section:
3 Section 48. Unless otherwise provided by local by-law or
4 charter, notwithstanding any other provision of general law to
5 the contrary any question submitted to a representative town
6 meeting shall be submitted to the voters of the town, if, within
/ live uays, a petition, signed by not less than three per cent of the
8 registered voters of the town, containing their names and
9 addresses as they appear on the list of registered voters, is filed

10 with the selectmen asking that the question or questions
11 involved in such a vote be submitted to the registered voters of
12 the town. The selectmen, after the expiration of five days, shall
13 forthwith call a special meeting for the sole purpose of
14 presenting to the registered voters at large the question or
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questions so involved. The polls shall be opened at two o’clock
in the afternoon and shall be closed not earlier than eight
o’clock in the evening, and all votes upon any questions so
submitted shall be taken by ballot, and the check list shall be
used in the several precinct meetings in the same manner as in
the election of town officers. The questions so submitted shall be
determined by a majority vote of the registered voters of the
town voting thereon, but no action of the representative town
meeting shall be reversed unless at least twenty per cent of the
registered voters shall so vote. Each question so submitted shall
be in the form of the following question, which shall be placed
upon the official ballot; “Shall the town vote to approve the
action of the town meeting whereby it was voted (brief
description of the substance of the vote)?”.
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