
HOUSE No. 5458

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, February 11, 1975.

The committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture, to whom
was referred so much of the recommendations of the Division of
Fisheries and Game (House, No. 158) as relates to increasing the
minimum allowable deer damage claim before an outside appraisal is
necessary (accompanied by bill. House, No. 160), report recommen-
ding that the accompanying bill (House, No. 5458) ought to pass.

For the committee.

RICHARD J. DWINELL
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act increasing the minimum allowable deer damage claim
BEFORE AN OUTSIDE APPRAISAL IS NECESSARY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 39 of chapter 131 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 section 1 of chapter 802 of the acts of 1967, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
4 following paragraph: Whoever, residing in the commonwealth,
5 owns or leases land that is deemed to be actively devoted to
6 agricultural or horticultural uses as defined by sections one, two
7 and three of chapter sixty-one Aof the General Laws, suffers loss
8 by the eating, browsing or trampling of his fruit, ornamental
9 trees, vegetables, produce or crops by deer or moose may notify

10 the director of said damage, declaring the amount of damage as
1 1 nearly as he can determine the same. The director, within fifteen
12 days after receiving such notice, shall determine whether the
13 damage was inflicted by such deer or moose, and, if so he shall at
14 once proceed to have an appraisal made under oath by three
15 persons, one of whom shall be designated by the owner of the
16 damaged property, one by the director, and the third by the
17 trustees for county aid to agriculture or of the county agricultural
18 school of the county in which the damage occurred; provided,
19 however, that if the amount of the damage so declared docs not
20 exceed two hundred dollars, the director may designate an agent
21 to make an appraisal.
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