
HOUSE No. 5474

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

February 13, 1975

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

As a result of the recent decision and decree of the Federal
Court (Judge Freedman) requiring the funding of welfare positions,
1 find it necessary at this time, in compliance with Judge Freedman's
decisions, to request an additional deficiency appropriation.

The funding requirement to fill existing vacancies and to create
and fill the new positions in accordance with the decree is estimated
at $583,077 and involves a total of 255 positions. The funds needed
to meet the deficiency in the current appropriation for existing
filled positions amount to $632,500.

1 am therefore recommending that the sum of $1,215,577 be made
available for the above purposes in item 4400-1000 as expeditiously
as possible in order that we may satisfy the Court's order.

It is also proposed that the appropriation requirements recom-
mended be met by using an existing balance of $1,092,781 remaining
in the unforeseen emergency reserve (item 1599-2025) and by reducing
available balances in existing appropriations in the amount of
$122,796.

I am recommending, in addition to the above, that you amend the
existing statute (C.lB, 5.3) to broaden the qualifications of the
position of Commissioner of Public Welfare so that we may proceed
to fill that position with the properly qualified individual. I
recommend that this be done by inserting the following section in
the next deficiency action by the General Court.

SECTION 1. Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 3, as most recently amended by section 22 of
chapter 422 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place thereof the
following section:-
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Section 3. The department shall be under the direction, super-
vis ion

—inT~control of a commissioner of public welfare, in this
chapter called the commissioner. The commissioner shall be appointed
by the governor for a term coterminous with that of the governor.
At the time of appointment, the commissioner shall be a graduate of
an accredited four-year college or university and shall have had:
(a) not less than ten years of administrative experience; or (b)
not less than eight years of administrative experience of which at
least three years shall have been in the organization, management
or delivery of human services; or (c) a doctorate or other degree
beyond the level of the baccalaureate in the field of business,
economics, education, government, law, medicine, psychology,
public administration, public health, public policy, social work,
urban planning, or a field substantially related to one or more
of the foregoing, and not less than five years of administrative
experience of which at least two years shall have been in the
organization, management or delivery of human services. For the
purposes of this section, "administrative experience" shall mean
progressively irore responsible experience in administration,
especially management, such as supervising the conduct of sub-
ordinate personnel. The commissioner shall receive such salary,
not exceeding thirty-nine thousand hundred dollars, as the
governor may determine, and shall full time during business
hours to the duties of the officii /")
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Governor of the CommonwealthGovernor of the Commonwealth


