
HOUSE No. 5592
By Mr. LaFontaine of Gardner, petition of Stephen J. Erickson

(mayor) and others (members of the city council) for a change in the
charter in the city of Gardner providing for the filling of vacancies in
the office ot mayor, councillor at large and ward councillors. Local
Affairs. [Local Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act relative to a charter change providing for filling of
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF MAYOR, COUNCILLOR AT LARGE, AND

WARD COUNCILLORS IN THE CITY OF GARDNER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor before the last six
2 months of the term of office, the city council shall order an
3 election to fill the same for the unexpired term; and if such
4 vacancy occurs in the office of mayor in the last six months of
5 said term, the president of the city council shall succeed thereto
6 for the unexpired term.
7 If a vacancy occurs in the position of councillor at large, the
8 city council shall appoint the person who received the seventh
9 highest vote total for the position of councillor at large during the

10 most recent municipal election to fill the vacancy for the
11 unexpired term, if the person is willing to serve, then to the eighth
12 and so on until a person is appointed.
13 If a vacancy occurs in the position of ward councillor, the city
14 council shall appoint the person from the same ward who
15 received the next highest vote total in the most recent municipal
16 election to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term, except that if
17 there was not another candidate for the ward councillor position,
18 then the city council, by a majority vote, may elect a resident of
19 the same ward to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.
20 If the mayor is absent or unable from any cause temporarily to
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21 perform his duties, or if his office is vacant during the first
22 eighteen months of his term, his duties shall he performed by the
23 president of the city council. The person upon whom such duties
24 shall devolve shall be called “acting mayor", and shall possess the
25 powers of mayor only in matters not admitting of delay, but shall
26 have no power to make permanent appointments.
27 Should an appointive officer of the city be temporarily unable
28 from any cause to perform his duties, the mayor or the city -i
29 council, whichever has the power of original appointment, may
30 make a temporary appointment of some person to act until the
31 official shall resume his duties.
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