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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 13, 1975.

The committee on Health Care, to whom were referred the petition
(accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 97) of John W. Olver for
legislation to increase the examination fee for registration as a
physical therapist; the petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 98)
of John W. Olver for legislation to increase the re-examination fee for
registration as a physical therapist; the petition (accompanied by bill.
Senate, No. 99) of John W. Olver for legislation to increase the fee for
endorsement registration of physical therapists and to eliminate the
required attendance of registered physical therapists at examinations
for physical therapists; and the petition (accompanied by bill. House,
No. 2910) of Michael F. Flaherty and John F. Cusack relative to
regulating the practices of physical therapy, report recommending
that the accompanying bill (House, No. 5621) ought to pass.

For the committee.

LOUIS P. BERTONAZZI

No. 5621HOUSE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

An Act amending the law regulating the practice of physical

THERAPY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

SECTION I. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out sections 23A to 230, inclusive, and
inserting in place thereof the following sections:

1

3
4 Section 23A. The following words as used in sections twenty-

three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, unless the context otherwise
requires, shall have the following meanings;

5
6

(a) “Physical therapy,” treatment of a person by the use of
therapeutic exercise, massage, heat, cold, water, radiant energy,
electricity, or sound for the purpose of correcting or alleviating
any physical or mental condition or preventing the development
of any physical or mental disability; or the performance of tests as
an aid to the diagnosis or treatment of a human being, provided,
however, that physical therapy shall not include radiology or
electrosurgery, or chiropractice as defined in section eighty-nine.

7
8
9

10
1 1
12
13
14

(b) “Physical therapist,” a person who is duly registered as a
physical therapist in accordance with section 238 of this chapter
and who practices physical therapy upon the referral of a
physician duly registered by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.
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(c) “Board,” the board of registration in medicine established
under section ten of chapter thirteen.

20
21

Section 238. A person who desires to be registered as a physical
therapist shall apply to the board, in writing, on an application
form prescribed and furnished by the board. He shall include in
his application statements under oath satisfactory to the board
showing that he possesses the qualifications preliminary to
examination required by section twenty-three D. At the time of
filing his application, an applicant for registration as a physical
therapist shall pay to the board a fee of fifty dollars.
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Section 23C. To be eligible for registration by the board as
physical therapist an applicant shall:

30
31

(a) Be of good moral character;32
(b) Be an applicant for registration as a physical therapist, have

graduated from an educational program within the United States
leading to professional qualification in physical therapy, which
program was approved at the time of his graduation by the
appropriate sub-body of the American Medical Association in
collaboration with the American Physical Therapy Association
or, if graduated prior to nineteen hundred and thirty-six, by the
American Physical Therapy Association; or have graduated from
an educational program in physical therapy chartered in a
sovereign state outside the United States of America and have
furnished to the board such evidence as it may require: (1) that his
education is substantially the equivalent of that of graduates of
approved programs in the United States, and (2) that he has
sufficient qualifications, including proficiency in the English
language, to practice physical therapy; and pass to the
satisfaction of the board an examination conducted by it to
determine his fitness to practice as a physical therapist.

33
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Section 23D. (a) The board may, in its discretion and without
examination, register as a physical therapist, any applicant who is
a physical therapist registered or licensed under the laws of
another state or territory of the United States of America, the
District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. At
the time of making such application, the applicant shall pay the
board a fee of twenty-five dollars.
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Section 23E. The board shall examine applicants for registra-
tion as physical therapists at such times and places as it may
determine and shall conduct at least two such examinations in
each calendar year. The examination shall embrace the following
subjects: the applied sciences of anatomy, kinesiology,
physiology, pathology, psychology, physics; physical therapy,
applied to medicine, neurology, orthopedics, pediatrics, psy-
chiatry and surgery; medical ethics and technical procedures in
the practice of physical therapy. The type of examination shall be
determined by the board. Any applicant who fails to pass such
examination may take a second examination upon the payment
of an additional application fee of twenty-five dollars, and must
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69 be so reexamined at the next scheduled examination. The board
70 shall have discretion to determine the number of times an
71 individual applicant may take the examination
72 Section 23F The board shall register as a physical therapist
73 each applicant who proves to the satisfaction of the board his
74 fitness for registration or licensure under the provisions of section

5 twenty-three Ato twenty-three O, inclusive. It shall issue to each
76 person so registered a certificate of registration which shall be
77 orima facie evidence of the right of such person to represent
78 himself as a registered physical therapist.
79 Section 23G. Every registered physical therapist shall, during
80 January of every even-numbered year, apply to the board for a
81 renewal of his registration and pay a fee of five dollars. Any
82 registration not so renewed prior to April first in any such year
83 shall automatically lapse on said date. The board may in its
84 discretion revive and extend a lapsed registration granted under
85 the provisions of sections twenty-three B through twenty-three F
86 on the payment of all unpaid renewal fees.
87 Section 23H. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (b)
88 and (c) of section twenty-three A, an applicant for registration as
89 a physical therapist who meets the qualifications described in
90 subsections (a) through (c) of section twenty-three C may.
91 between the date of filing such application and the announcement
92 of the results of the next succeeding examination for registration,
93 practice as a physical therapist under the direction of a registered
94 physical therapist. If any person so practicing as a physical
95 therapist fails to qualify for and pass the first announced
96 examination after filing for registration or licensure, all privileges
97 under this section shall automatically cease upon due notice to
98 the applicant of such failure. Such privileges shall be renewed
99 upon filing lor a second examination for registration or licensure

100 as provided in section twenty-three E, and shall automatically
101 cease upon due notice to the applicant that he has failed to pass
102 the second examination.
103 Section 231. The board, after due notice and hearing, may
104 refuse to issue a certificate of registration to a physical therapist
105 or may suspend or revoke said certificate if such physical
106 therapist has:
1 07 (a) Practiced physical therapy other than upon the referral of a
108 physician duly registered by the Commonwealth of
109 Massachusetts;
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(b) Used drugs or intoxicating liquors to an extent which
adversely effects his professional competence;

110
111

(c) Been convicted of a felony or of a crime involving moral
turpitude;

112
113

(d) Obtained or attempted to obtain registration as a physical
therapist by fraud or deception;

1 14
115

(e) Been grossly negligent in his practice as a physical therapist;116
(f) Been adjudged mentally ill or incompetent by a court of

competent jurisdiction;
117
118

(g) Acted in a manner which is professionally unethical
according to ethical standards of the profession of physical
therapy.

119
120
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Section 23J. The board may adopt reasonable rules and
regulations to carry into effect sections twenty-three A to twenty-
three O, inclusive, and may amend and revoke such rules and
regulations at its discretion. The board shall keep a record of its
proceedings and a roster ofall persons registered by it. This roster
shall include the registrant’s name, last known business and
residential addresses, date ofregistration and registration number
as physical therapist.
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Section 23K. The board shall investigate every alleged violation
of sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, coming to
its notice. If as a result of such investigation, the board has
reasonable cause to believe that a violation has occurred, it shall
forthwith report to appropriate law enforcement agency.
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Section 23L. A person who does not possess a valid and
existing certificate of registration as a physical therapist pursuant
to the provisions of sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O,
inclusive, shall not in any manner represent himself as a physical
therapist nor use in connection with his name the words or letters
“Registered Physical Therapist,” “Physical Therapist,”
“Physiotherapist,” “Physical Therapy Technician,” “Doctor of
Physical Therapy,” “R.P.T.,” “P.T.,” “Ph. T.” “PT. D.”
“P.T.T.,” or any other letters, words, abbreviations or insignia
indicating or implying that he is a physical therapist.
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Section 23M. Any person who violates any provision of
sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, or who
makes a willfully false oath or affirmation in any case in which an
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oath or affirmation is required under said sections, or who
obtains or attempts to obtain registration by any Iraudulent
representation shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or by
imprisonment, for not more than three months, or both.

148
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Section 23N. No person shall practice as a physical therapist
except upon the referral of a physician or dentist duly registered
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Nothing in sections
twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, shall be construed as
authorizing a physical therapist to practice medicine, osteopathy,
chiropracticc or any other form or method of healing not
specified in section 23A.
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Section 230. Nothing contained in sections twenty-three A to
twenty-three N, inclusive, shall be construed to invalidate any
registration issued by the board prior to the effective date hereof
or to prohibit any person employed as a physical therapist by an
agency of the federal government from practicing physical
therapy while discharging his official duties as such employee.

160
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on January first,
nineteen hundred and seventy-six.1
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