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MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval. House Bill No. 603,
entitled "An Act Providing for Capital Punishment for Certain Crimea."

This legislation stipulates nine grounds upon which the unlawful
killing of another qualifies as first-degree murder, and provides that
whoever is guilty of such murder shall be punished by death.

I understand the concerns which have motivated some legislators to
support this legislation, but I cannot sign It for three very fundamental
reasons.

First, I cannot reconcile the willful taking of a human life by the
state with my own moral and ethical beliefs. I do not believe that
this Commonwealth has the moral authority to execute human beings.

Second, I have never seen any convincing evidence that the death
penalty Is a deterrent to crime. Massachusetts has, in my judgment, no
valid lnterest--let alone a compelling one—in requiring the killing of
persons convicted of crimes.

Third, I have grave doubts that legislation requiring a death
sentence Is constitutional.

The problem of crime Is one of the most Important challenges facing
Massachusetts. In selecting a Secretary of Public Safety, I was
guided by ray desire to appoint someone with the capacity and experience
to meet that challenge. The Secretary and other officials are already
at work with local communities to make the State Police and other state
resources available to cities and towns to help them fight the scourge
of crime.

I have also submitted to the Great and General Court an Important
proposal for a Neighborhood Crime Impact Program, which would put
state resources and state funds behind our collective commitment to
reduce sharply the rate of street crime In Massachusetts. I hope
very much that the General Court will enact this proposal Into law
soon.
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I do not believe that capital punishment Is an essential—or
even a valuable-tool in the fight against crime. It is easy to
sign a death penalty bill. It is more difficult to build a strong
and effective law enforcement program which embraces the police,
courts, and correctional institutions.

I intend to take the latter course.

For the above reasons, I cannot in good conscience approve the
measure and I return the bill without my approval.
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