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I am returning in accordance with the provisions of
Article LVI of the Amendments to the Constitution, House Bill 6411
entitled, "An Act Further Regulating the Requirement of
Certain Inquiries Made Upon the Filing of a Petition for
the Adoption of a Child Under Age Fourteen."

H.6411 would give the courts authority, in the case
of independent adoptions, to appoint a private child care
agency to complete the homestudy report when the Department
of Public Welfare does not complete its report within the
statutory thirty day limit.

The language of H.5411, however, does not provide for
situations where the department has not completed its report
due to circumstances beyond its control. In instances where
records are not readily accessible or when one or more of
the parties involved is not immediately available to be
interviewed, the thirty day time limit may legitimately be
too short a time for the department to do a thorough investiga-
tion of the home. In such instances the child is not
necessarily well served by transferring the responsibility
for the report from the department to a private child care
agency.

I therefore submit to you amendments which would allow
the court to grant the department up to an additional thirty
days in those cases where the court finds that the department
has made substantial progress, but has not completed the report
due to circumstances beyond its control. In those instances

W where if is clear to the court that the department's failure
to complete the report cannot be justified, Che court would
then have the authority to refer the completion of the report
to a suitable private agency
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ection 3A of Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after the first paragraph the following
paragraph:--

If the report of the department of public welfare is
not submitted to the court within the time provided
in this section upon motion of the petitioner seven
uays notice of which shall be given to said depart-
ment by service in hand or by certified mail return
receipt requested, the court may a) in cases where
the court finds that the department has made substantial
progress in but has not completed the report due to
circumstances beyond the department's control, grant
the department up to an additional thirty davs in which
to complete the report; or b) in cases where the court
does not make the findings required by section (a) above,
appoint any charitable corporation organized under general
or special laws of the commonwealth for the purpose of
engaging in the care of children and principally so
engaged, to conduct and the report thereof
shall have the same foj'ce and effect as a report of the
department of public/WeUfare.
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