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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE

AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The attached legislation, entitled "An Act Further Clarifying the
Reduction of Optional Medicaid Services," is intended to clarify the
responsibility of the Department of Public Welfare regarding the restriction or elimination of optional Medical Assistance services.
A statutory amendment which accompanied the budget for the
current fiscal year (St. 1975, c. 684, § 25F) appears to require the
Welfare Department to eliminate all payments for optional services
(with four exceptions) effective as of November 8, 1975. This would
mean the inmediate elimination of all pharmacy and dentistry services

for adults, for

example.

Administration understood it to be the Legislature's intention
the tine that the budget was enacted that the Department would reict or eliminate optional Medicaid services in phases, consistent
h the funding level of the Medical Assistance account. This intention was reflected in the wordinj of Item 4402-5000 of the budget, but
mot in the provisions of the Med ;aid statute that were also amended
act

[he attached legislation el ninates this apparent inconsistency
and makes our understanding clea: to all. I urge your prompt and
favorable consideration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.
An Act further

clarifying the

reduction of

optional

medicaid

SERVICES.
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Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
defeat its purpose, which is to promptly clarify the obligation of
the department of public welfare with respect to optional
Medicaid services, therefore, it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the preservation of the public
6 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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Section 6of chapter 118 E of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as amended by
section 25F of chapter 684 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in
place thereof the following paragraph;
The department shall provide financial assistance for such
medical care or services as said Title XIX and regulations
adopted thereunder by the secretary of health, education and
welfare require. The department may provide financial assistance
for such additional medical care or services as said Title XIX and
said regulations permit; provided, that the department shall
provide financial assistance for at least intermediate care facility
services, podiatrists’ services, eye glasses for persons sixty-five
years of age or older, and care for patients in mental or
tuberculosis hospitals who are sixty-five years of age or older.
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