ADA COORDINATOR
The Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 USC,
4151 et seq.) requires certain federally assisted buildings
to be constructed so as to be accessible to physically
handicapped persons and the Americans With Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 USC, 12101 et seq.) prohibits discrimination against the disabled individuals in private and public
employment, public accommodations, public transportation, government services and telecommunications.
The Town continues to utilize its Transition Plan to
assist in its efforts to comply with ADA.
Respectfully submitted,
Johanna Barry, ADA Coordinator

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Advisory Committee members are appointed by
the Selectmen for three-year overlapping terms and we
are charged with reviewing and making recommendations
on all articles that appear in any warrant presented to
the voters of West Brookfield. In calendar year 2009, we
met twenty-two times at an average of one and three
quarters hours per meeting to fulfill our responsibilities.
Agendas for all of our meetings are now posted on TVWB
and agendas and minutes are posted on the WB web page.
A voter budget informational meeting was held prior to
the October special town meeting and another budget
informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, April
28, 2010 beginning at 7:15pm.
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The fiscal year 2010 operating budget to support
West Brookfield operational services seems to be
relatively intact absence any additional reductions in
state support by the Governor. Looking ahead to fiscal
year 2011 presents some challenges. While the national
and state economies are slowly emerging from recession,
the preliminary forecast for state support for cities and
towns has been reduced for fiscal year ending June 30,
2011. Local property tax increases are limited to two and
one-half percent and new growth in real estate activities
and fee income sources will continue to be at the lowest
levels we have seen in several years.
For fiscal 2011, the Advisory Committee has
requested that cost of living salary adjustments, except
for step and grade increases, be limited to 0% (2% - 3% in
prior years) and also, that budgeted expenses (excluding
salary adjustments) be limited to 0% of the approved
fiscal year 2010 budgeted expenses. However, contract
negotiations are underway with the police union and the
school district continues negotiating a new contract with
the teacher’s union. The final agreements of either case
could add additional expense to our budget projections.
Initial information from officials of the Quaboag
Regional School District indicate that the state mandated
school district foundation budget may be $100,000 to
$200,000 less than the foundation budget for fiscal year
2010. The school committee may ask Warren and West
Brookfield voters to approve this additional funding need.
If the Governor has to cut expenses again in the next
fiscal year, as he has had to do last fiscal year, we will
have to revisit our projections and respond accordingly.
Preliminary operating budget figures, excluding debt, are
as follows:
Town of West Brookfield
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Omnibus operating budget requests $5,908,518
Article request for recurring items
44,500
Total recurring operating needs $5,953,018
Raise & appropriate funds
$5,527,459
To be funded from other sources
425,559
Total funding needed $5,953,018

Due to the prudent financial management of this and
prior Advisory Committees, the Town of West Brookfield
has some financial resources for funding budget priorities
in times like these. Free cash on hand is now $545,537 of
which $425,559 could be used to fund the amounts needed
above the raise and appropriate estimate for this year.
That will leave $119,978 to help fund $247,848 in article
requests received and deferred to a fall town meeting.
Hopefully, with budget conservation and other cash
receipts, there will be enough new free cash to fund this
$127,870 difference.
West Brookfield is fortunate to have three stabilization accounts. The $284,129 fire truck account was
established for the purchase of a new truck. With a new
fire chief recently appointed, a complete examination of
all of the fire vehicles was completed with the conclusion
that with upgrades and repairs, the purchase of a new
truck could be further postponed. However, we will need
to use up to $40,000 from this account to bring the
current fleet up to recommended service levels. The
$1,624,319 general stabilization account has been
reserved for capital projects and the Advisory Committee
has recommended that the account balance not dip below
10% of the annual operating budget, or currently a
minimum balance of about $.6million. As observed below,
Town of West Brookfield

3

Annual Report 2009

there are more than eight million dollars in projects that
need to be funded over the next several years. A recently
proposed financial policy statement for the town
recommends that stabilization accounts not be used for
operating expenses. At the May 11, 2010 annual town
meeting, voters will be asked to approve spending
$200,000 from this stabilization account for repairing and
upgrading the WB Elementary School heating system.
The $2,095,124 Water Stabilization account was created
from the receipt of MTBE settlement funds from various
oil companies. Another $263,977 in receipts during fiscal
year 2010 may be added to the account at the May town
meeting. The Advisory Committee has recommended that
this account be used for upgrades to the aging well and
water distribution system, but to leave a balance of at
least $1.5 million in the account until it is determined
that there will never be an MTBE claim the town will
have to defend or pay.
During this last year, we again compiled the capital
spending requirements for the next five years and were
provided with the following estimates:
Police Department facilities

2,000,000 No activity at this time

Police firearms replacements

20,000

Fire Department expansion

700,000 No activity at this time

Fire Department equipment

70,000

Library

Fire truck repair and
turnout gear

350,000 Various repairs

Technology

15,000 Computer replacements

WB Elementary School heating system

Town of West Brookfield

To be funded over several
years

200,000
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WB Elementary School

1,050,000 Repairs & replacements

Quaboag Middle/High School
Highway road maintenance

156,000 Repairs & replacements
2,000,000 Town & Chapter 90 funds

Vehicle replacements
Water Department – wells,
pipes and filters

568,069 Fleet account projections
1,500,000

Funded in part with
MTBE Settlement

Estimated Total $8,629,069

The Advisory Committee will be reviewing these items in
more detail during 2010. Voters may be asked to fund some of
these expenditures at the 2010 town meetings and some will be
postponed to future years. We are also looking into grants, loans
and other resources to fund some of these items.
Our continuing updated vehicle purchase analysis for the
next five years, shared with voters at the town meetings, has
proven to be a useful tool. After discussions with department
managers, we have deferred for two years a decision to purchase a
new fire truck and considered less expensive options for replacing
other vehicles.
With all of our financial needs and limited resources, we are
going to have to continue to carefully manage our budget priorities
over the next several years.
Respectfully submitted,
Albert Collings, Chairman
Phil Landine
Jack Tivnan
Roy Roberts
Diane Vayda
Tom Schnare
Nicole Vongratsamy
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ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
Animal control has seen a fairly quiet year. There
were always the few people who had dogs that were
problems on a constant basis. We had one incident in
which a dog badly injured another dog and that dog
ultimately passed away.
Stray cat complaints were way down compared to
past years.
I think people are becoming more and more responsible when it comes to the care of their dogs. Most people
are fairly considerate as well.
West Brookfield is a quiet town when it comes to
animal control and I am fortunate to serve here.
Respectfully submitted,
Leah Shattuck, Animal Control Officer
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ANIMAL INSPECTOR
In 2009, the Town of West Brookfield has lost its last
dairy farm. The Talvey Farm is now with beef animals.
In the near future, we could have a store to purchase
area-raised beef.
Dairy
Calves
Beef
Calves
Goats
Sheep
Swine

45
15
129
33
23
29
42

Donkeys
Llamas
Horses
Horses – Mini
Ponies

6
2
108
65
2

Respectfully submitted,
Barry J. Nadon, Sr.

Town of West Brookfield
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ANNUAL SALARY
Adams, Kenai
Allen, Sarah
Allen, Virginia
Amabach, Walter
Anderson, Beverly
Anderson, Scott
Arsenault, Keith
Arsenault, Marie
Astrella, Marc
Ayers, Brian
Ayotte, James
Bacon, Patricia
Ball, Justyna
Barrett, Teresa
Barry, Johanna
Bartlett, John
Bassett, Rachael
Bastien, Joanne
Batchlor, Timothy
Beaudette, Jeary
Benoit, Jason
Benson, Robert
Bigos, Alan
Bishop, Thomas
Blood, Douglas
Bordeau, Keith J.
Bordeau, Sharon
Borlikoski, Charlotte
Borlikoski, Colby
Brown, Marissa
Careau, Lisa
Carroll, Derek
Casey, Elsie
Cassavant, Duane
Cassavant, Mark
Cassavant, Ryan
Cassavant, Wesley

Town of West Brookfield

$2,928.80
$36,415.64
$2,822.32
$2,965.85
$120.25
$2,070.40
$27,713.28
$46,688.56
$47,606.18
$3,761.25
$1,196.00
$36.00
$6,128.04
$30,196.37
$54,575.51
$175.00
$1,770.48
$178.25
$2,831.50
$516.00
$60,990.81
$10,944.96
$22,854.03
$41.61
$1,376.00
$10,860.22
$8,233.48
$70.25
$1,723.00
$10,151.22
$35,797.28
$1,380.08
$48.00
$42,649.08
$173.38
$228.86
$40,358.39

D+
D+

D+

D+

D+

Charbonneau, Jessica
Charron, Brian
Christakis, Margot
Churchev, David
Ciejka, Joseph
Courtemanche, Elaine
Couture, John
Davenport, Julie
Demers, Caleb
Deremain, David
Desantis, Christopher
DiMaio, Elisabeth
Dolan, Danielle
Dolan, Jane
Dorman, Kevin
Dorman, Melvin
Duggan Jr., Herbert
Dunivan, Kevin
Eisenthal, David
Frew, Betty
Frew, Michael
Frizzell Sr., John
Fullam, Brandon
Gogos, Stephen
Gray, William
Harnois, Christopher
Hartung, Kara
Healy, Andrew
Higgins, Jane
Iwaniec, Eric
Jankins, Cody
Jankins, Olivia
Jankins, Shelby
Kelton, Dorothy
Kemp, Tammi
King, William R.
Korzec, Ashley
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$34.00
$1,405.80
$13,259.44
$720.25
$2,847.65
$1,761.33
$1,012.96
$76.50
$292.50
$811.40
$172.00
$22,199.62
$321.75
$1,364.20
$900.00
$1,000.00
$6,152.22
$146.25
$1,700.00
$17,220.70
$201.00
$800.00
$1,904.52
$292.50
$126.00
$1,280.93
$11,305.68
$2,131.25
$540.00
$5,142.36
$292.50
$224.25
$146.25
$34.00
$30,951.51
$70.25
$299.70

D+

D+

D+

D+
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LaMontagne, Edwin
Lacroix, Pauline
LaFlower, Joseph
Landry, Joseph
Laperle, Charles
Letendre, Matthew
Loftus, Lynn
Long, Christine
Long, Thomas
Lupacchino, Patricia
Lupacchino, Paul
Lynch, William
Lyons, Pasqualina
Mansfield, William
Marchessault, Ronald
Marco, Carl
Mawhinney, Eric
McCarthy, Kristin
McNeany, Jason
Merriam, Jesse
Miner, Nicholas
Mochi, Marie
Nadon Sr., Barry
Nadon Jr., Barry
Nagle, Martin
Norden, Cynthia
O'Donnell Jr., C. T.
Olson, Nancy
O'Neill, John
O'Neill, Shannon
Paquette, Eleanore
Paquette, Jason
Paquette, Lester
Parker, Harold
Pease, Laurance
Pensinger, Jacob
Pensinger, John
Pierce, David
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$3,326.12
$70.25
$344.00
$1,407.11
$86,104.09
$21,497.83
$2,361.61
$7,825.43
$1,733.34
$615.08
$4,109.67
$17,064.41
$103.25
$900.00
$63,086.40
$297.44
$6,602.78
$881.50
$572.73
$1,304.16
$597.96
$4,191.65
$4,360.07
$1,766.66
$120.00
$27,789.06
$81,259.24
$34.00
$2,000.00
$292.50
$38.25
$800.00
$350.00
$61,864.84
$758.57
$799.68
$530.04
$5,862.03

D+

D+
D+

D+

Pontbriand, Jeremy
Pontbriand, Ryan
Puduski, Donald
Ramsey, Sean
Remer, Emily
Roberts, Teri
Ryan, Gail
Santos Jr., Daniel
Saria, Andrew
Sauve, Geraldine
Searah, Dana
Seeton, Nancy
Shattuck, Leah
Simeone, Gary
Snow, Brian
Sokol, Laurie
Spera, Robert
St. Denis, Norman
Swain, S. Patrick
Takorian, Clay
Takorian, Holly
Taylor, Jeffrey
Tebo, David
Thomasian, John
Tivnan, John
Tivnan, Madelyn
Veinot, Joan
Walker, Peggy
Ward, Edwin
Waterman, Gregg
White, Renee
Whitehouse, Louise
Wrobel, Jean

$180.31
$36,779.57
$3,634.00
$1,373.30
$16,860.16
$16,165.64
$70.25
$1,884.71
$2,521.90
$4,370.79
$894.57
$70.25
$3,430.98
$9,105.37
$462.00
$60.00
$4,545.23
$775.00
$60,210.03
$5,531.09
$27,550.72
$13,641.22
$1,943.10
$7,900.00
$38.25
$25.50
$1,274.00
$47,677.72
$49,688.19
$36,601.36
$32.00
$70.25
$19,938.35

D+

D+

D+

D+

$1,436,645.16
Code:
D = Detail Pay D+ = Detail plus salary
D+
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ASPARAGUS & FLOWER
HERITAGE FESTIVAL
The annual festival was held on Saturday, May 16,
2009 on the Town common from 10am – 4pm.
Co-sponsors of the event were the Quaboag
Historical Society and the West Brookfield Historical
Commission. This year’s event attracted almost ninetyfive vendors, non-profit organizations and exhibitors.
Food vendors this year included the Knights of Columbus
in addition to the Congregational Church, Mason’s Grille
and Salem Cross Inn. They offered a variety of food
including asparagus dishes while growers offered
asparagus roots and fresh asparagus.
A new and expanded “Legend of Asparagus
Cookbook”, prepared for the committee by Madelyn
Tivnan, quickly sold out. Asparagus tote bags with the
festival logo were available once again. The Cultural
Council organized the Kid’s Parade, Hay Bale Maze and
other games for the children. The Frog Jumping Contest,
organized by Jeff Robbins, was a great success. Dick
Chase provided music for the event and Samantha
Gillogly fiddled during the afternoon.
Bridgett Johnson coordinated the “May Pole Dance”
once again. Samantha Gillogly provided violin music
while the Betty Gunderson Dance Studio dancers wove
the colorful ribbons around the pole. The committee
provided a small scholarship to the dance studio for a
student this year.
We extend our thanks to the Cultural Council, the
dancers and musicians, and the Highway Department.
Special thanks to Rudy Arn, who once again portrayed
Town of West Brookfield
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Diederick Leertouwer and led the Kid’s Parade. The
committee provided funds this year to the Common
Committee for the purchase of three disease resistant
trees for the common.
Committee members, in 2009, were Amy Dugas,
George and Elaine Hibbard, Bridgett Johnson, Cindy
Laub, Dick and Barbara Rossman, Jennifer Sablack and
Joan Veinot.
Respectfully submitted,
Richard Rossman, Secretary

BOARD OF ASSESSORS
Our town has 2,493 parcels:
1,377 - Residential Improved Parcels
797 - Vacant Parcels
183 - Commercial/Industrial/Mixed Use Parcels
136 - Personal Property
The value of all taxable property for Fiscal Year 2009
was 421,904,794.00 and our new growth for Fiscal Year
2009 was 6,894,383.00. The Fiscal Year tax rate is $9.91
per thousand. We are still calculating two debt exclusions
in our tax rate.
The Assessors will be conducting a complete
Revaluation of all property in the Town for Fiscal Year
2011 with the assistance of a real estate consulting firm.
In the past, the Revaluation has resulted in large
increases in the assessed value of properties because the
adjustments were made every three years. However, the
State Department of Revenue now requires interim year

Town of West Brookfield
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adjustments, which have resulted in much smaller
fluctuations in assessed values.
In addition, the Assessors continue to implement the
state law passed by the legislature (Chapter 59, Section
2D), which allows towns to issue supplemental real estate
tax bills to property owners who make improvements to
their property equal to more than fifty percent (50%) of
the property’s prior value. These bills are triggered by
the issuance of occupancy permits, and prorated according
to the date on the occupancy permit.
The Assessors continue to work very closely with the
Building Inspector, as the Town requires building permits
on almost all improvements made to your property.
These building permits aid in correctly valuing a
property’s worth. Upon notification by the Building
Inspector of permits issued, the Assessors will visit the
property to verify and photograph it. Prior to our
inspection, the property owner will receive a questionnaire from our office for them to complete. This will
assure us that our records are correct. We ask that
anyone who receives one of these questionnaires
take the time to complete it and return it to us.
When these forms are not returned to our office, we
cannot make the necessary changes to ensure that the
information we have on file is accurate.
ADDRESS CORRECTIONS
The bulk of information used in the Assessors’ Office
is indexed by address. It is essential that you inform
our office of any changes in your address as soon as
the change occurs. It certainly will help us to serve you

Town of West Brookfield

12

Annual Report 2009

more efficiently and prevent the necessity of duplicate
mailings at an added cost to the taxpayers.
In addition, if a property owner has a Post Office box
number, it is imperative that we have this for our records.
The Post Office in West Brookfield will not deliver mail
without the correct Post Office box number. If you are not
sure that we have your box number on file, please contact
this office for verification.
MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX BILLS

Many people come to our office with questions
regarding their Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Bills. The
Registry of Motor Vehicles sends computerized data to all
towns and the bills are then printed and mailed from the
Tax Collector’s Office. The information you receive on
your bill is based on data the Registry of Motor Vehicles
has in their files for any calendar year beginning January
1st. Please pay particular attention to the “Garaging
Location” on your insurance form. If you have any
changes in this location or in any other information, you
must notify the Registry of Motor Vehicles so that your
license, registration and Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Bills
are correct. This also ensures that you receive a bill at
your correct address.
In addition, if you have sold a motor vehicle during
the year, you may apply for an abatement of your excise
bill by completing an application and providing our office
with proof of the sale, as well as a copy of the Plate
Return Receipt, or new registration if you transferred
your license plates.

Town of West Brookfield
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Our door is always open and we welcome any
comments or questions. We are proud to provide a very
personalized service to you and enjoy the opportunity to
meet with many of you throughout the year.
Respectfully submitted,
William Mansfield, Chairman
Kevin Dorman
Peggy Walker, Clerk
Elisabeth DiMaio, Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH
During the past year, the Board of Health has
generated approximately $12,895.00 through various
required permit fees. The fees are as follows:
Septic Permit
Septic Installers
Trash Haulers
Food Service
Milk Store
Tanning

$200.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$10.00
$15.00

Perc Test
Septic Haulers
Retail Food
Food Catering
Body Art
Outdoor Boilers

$150.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$180.00
$75.00

The Board of Health issued the following permits:
Perc
Food
Tanning
Motel/Campground
Pool
Trash Hauling
Town of West Brookfield

21
36
2
3
2
3

Septic
Milk
Septic Installer
Mobile Home Park
Septage Hauling

14

28
14
22
1
4
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The West Brookfield Board of Health contracts its
medical services with Harrington Hospital and with their
expert guidance and many months of planning, the town
held its first mass immunization clinic with the Town of
Warren for the H1N1 flu. Four hundred-fifteen
individuals were immunized at the Quaboag Regional
High School on November 22, 2009. It was a great
success. Several residents volunteered their time to help
make it a success. Thank you for your generosity.
The Board of Health is enlisting volunteers for the
Worcester Regional Medical Reserve Corps. Volunteers
will be trained and prepared to staff Emergency
Dispensing Sites (EDS) and respond to any type of public
health disaster. To become a Worcester Regional MRC
Volunteer:
1. Visit us at www.worcesterregionalmrc.org
2. Complete the Form
3. Submit the form online
Forms are available in the Board of Health Office for
anyone wishing to volunteer. All residents over eighteen
are encouraged and welcomed to assist.
The Town of West Brookfield has a low interest loan
program for the repair of septic systems. Contact the
Administrative Assistant for further information.
The Board of Health has devoted many hours on two
major projects.
1. Repairs to the Wigwam Landfill:
After an inspection of the Landfill, it was apparent
that the Board had insufficient funding to continue with a
Town of West Brookfield
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planned repair. An article will be placed on the Annual
Town Warrant to request the additional funding.
2. The dredging of Lake Wickaboag:
We are on a list, still pending consideration, for a
Stimulus Grant. A committee was formed for the
Dredging Project. All information was gathered concerning the lake for the past forty years and a meeting with
the Department of Environmental Protection took place in
August. The Board, also, contacted our state representatives to assist in the backing of this project. A Request for
Proposal for an Engineer/Firm to dredge the lake was
advertised with three firms submitting proposals. The
review of these proposals will be conducted from January
through February.
The Board of Health wishes to remind all residents
that it meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
7:00pm, in the West Brookfield Town Hall, Room LL4.
The public is invited to attend.
The Board of Health telephone number is 867-1421
Ext. 310.
Office hours are
Monday - 12:00pm to 2:00pm
Tuesday through Thursday - 9:00am to 11:00am
Tuesday Evening - 6:00pm to 8:00pm
Title V Agent, John Thomasian
Health Agent, Joanne Petterson-Bernier
Administrative Assistant, Sarah J. Allen
Assistant Health Agent, Richard Gobi
Clerk, Virginia Allen
Outdoor Wood-boiler Inspector, James Talvy

Town of West Brookfield
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Walter Ambach, Hazardous Waste Coordinator/Floor
Drain Inspector and friend passed away this year, he is
greatly missed.
Respectfully submitted,
Melvin Dorman, Chairman
Jason Paquette
John Frizzell

BOARD OF REGISTRARS
Information for the year ending December 31, 2009 is
as follows:
TOTAL POPULATION

3,532

VOTER REGISTRATION
American Independent
Democrat
Green Party USA
Green-Rainbow
Inter. 3rd Party
Libertarian
Republican
Un-enrolled
Working Families

2
606
0
2
2
5
382
1,565
0

VOTER TOTAL

2,564

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah J. Allen
Jane Dolan
Robert Spera
Town of West Brookfield
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN
As always, our Board placed priority on the effectiveness of financial management of the Town. This was
accomplished while attempting to maintain or improve
the standing portfolio of essential municipal services.
COMMUNITY:
The Board received an invitation to Kyle Santos’s Eagle
Scout Award Ceremony to be held on Sunday, March 29.
Noting that the Town’s Insurance Carrier did not have any
specific liability concerns with this request, the Board voted
to allow a Community Garden as outlined in a letter
submitted to the Board dated 3-24-09 from Suzanne LePage
and Matthew Koziol.
CONTRACTS:
Fuss & O’Neill performed a Phase I Dam Safety Inspection
for $3,500; as mandated by the DCR.
After speaking with Don Wilda and Erik Shaffer, USDA, the
Board voted on August 11 to authorize the Chairman to
execute a Cooperative Agreement between the Town and the
USDA to manage local beaver issues.
FINANCES:
The Board noted that the Town had received two (2)
additional MTBE settlement checks totaling $38,277.03.
The Board sent out a directive requesting all departments
attempt to return 5% of their FY09 Expense Budget to the
General Fund at the term of the fiscal year.

Town of West Brookfield

18

Annual Report 2009

The Board sent a memorandum to all department heads
reminding them that there should be no extra spending on
non-essential items or services commencing immediately;
May 19 through June 30, the end of the fiscal year.
ONE-DAY LIQUOR LICENSES:
The Board voted to allow Ms. Jeffrey & Mr. Duchesne a one
(1) day liquor license for Saturday, 25 April 2009 for their
wedding.
The Board also voted to allow the 350th Quaboag Plantation
Ball Committee a one (1) day liquor license for 2 January
2010.
The Board approved one (1) day outside alcohol sales
permits to Ye Olde Tavern for June 13 and August 1.
POLICY:
The Board agreed that incidental damage, including mailboxes, occurring while plowing or sanding shall be
temporarily repaired and a log shall be kept of the damage
and repair costs by the Highway Department. Homeowners
shall be notified by the Superintendent that temporary
repairs were made to their mailbox and that permanent
repairs shall be the responsibility of the homeowner.
The Board voted to revise the current vacation policy to
include item (f) employees having at least 30 years of
continuous service shall have six workweeks (30 days) of
vacation with pay; to be effective 1 July 2009.
STAFFING:
Brett Kustigan was hired as the new Superintendent of
Schools for the District and was expected to start on
February 2.

Town of West Brookfield
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The Board appointed Johanna Barry as Permitting
Authority and Barry Nadon, Jr. as Complaint Inspector, for
the new Trench Safety Law.
The Board appointed the Board of Health as Administrators
for the proposed Lake Wickaboag Dredging Project.
The Board appointed Robert E. Benson as Interim-Fire
Chief; until such time that a replacement Chief could be
hired.
The Board voted to re-grade the position of Highway
Superintendent at Grade 16. The Board then voted to place
the current Superintendent, Mr. Benoit, as a Grade 16 Step
2 - $57,418.30; and to allow for a one time increase in the
Tree Wardens Salary of $557.47 for FY10; so that Mr. Benoit
will realize a 2% COLI.
Charles Laperle was pinned as full time Sergeant in front of
family, friends and colleagues on June 30. The Board
adjourned to the Great Hall, where the Police Association
provided pizza, cake and beverages for all those in
attendance.
The Board voted on July 14 to send out an RFP for Legal
Counsel.
On July 23, the Board reviewed several applications and
agreed to set up five (5) interviews for the position of Fire
Chief.
Upon the recommendation of the Police Chief, the Board
appointed Matthew Lentendre as a full time patrolman and
Herbert Duggan as a part time patrolman on August 25.
The Board agreed to request the following Department
Heads submit updated job descriptions to be used in
conjunction with future job evaluations: Accountant, COA
Town of West Brookfield
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Director, Executive Secretary, Fire Chief, Highway
Superintendent, Library Director, Police Chief and Water
Superintendent.
The Board voted to endorse the concept of the regional Task
Force and that all three (3) Selectmen should represent the
Town on the Regional Task Force; noting that collectively,
they would have only one (1) vote.
On October 6, the Board voted to appoint Paul Lupacchino
as Fire Chief. The Board congratulated Chief Lupacchino
who was present and also wished him a Happy 51st
Birthday.
The Board voted that all vacant positions; both current and
upcoming, be left vacant until 30 June 2009. Noting that in
the event of a hardship or safety issue, department heads
could approach the Board and request a waiver.
WBES ROOF:
The Board continued ongoing discussions with the School
District about West Brookfield Elementary School’s flat roof
issues; specifically leaking. With persistence from the Town
and School District personnel, roof issues were resolved by
Firestone and DP Carney by mid-December.

We appreciate and thank all town employees and all
volunteers for their part in making West Brookfield such
a great place to live. It is an honor and a privilege for the
three of us to service our town and its citizens.
Sincerely,
Tom Long
David Eisenthal
Barry J. Nadon, Jr.
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BUILDING INSPECTOR
Single Family Dwellings
Sheds
Additions
Roofing
Garages
Windows/Siding
Renovations/Remodeling
Stoves/Pellet/Wood
Pools/In-ground/Above ground
Signs
Decks
Demolitions
Barns
Pavilion/Gazebo
Antenna/Cell tower
ADA Ramp
Solar
TOTAL

Total permit income
Estimated value on permits

3
4
13
28
1
13
9
21
5
3
7
0
1
1
0
0
2
111

$12,869.70
$1,854,602.00

Respectfully submitted,
Jeff Taylor, Inspector of Buildings
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BURIAL GROUND COMMISSION
The Board of Cemetery Commissioners consists of
John Bartlett, Marjorie Reim and Kevin Roberts.
The Cemetery Commissioners have the oversight of
three separate cemeteries: The Old Indian Cemetery on
Cottage Street, The Methodist Cemetery on Lyons Road
and The Pine Grove Cemetery on Church Street.
Reduced 2009 and restricted 2010 budgetary funding
has raised town resident and commission concerns:
• Repair of fencing surrounding cemetery grounds,
specifically fencing around the Pine Grove Cemetery
• Purchase of a columbarium
• Purchase of additional burial grounds
The Cemetery Commission wishes to thank those
who have cared for the lots of their loved ones.
As a reminder, in respect for our deceased, dogs are
not allowed at any time on cemetery grounds. Please
inform the West Brookfield Police Department if you
witness any vandalism or suspicious activity.
We had seventeen burials in Pine Grove this year:
From West Brookfield
Dorothy Burdon
George Cook
Miriam Potter
Gladys Parker
Phyllis Knight
Kenneth Noble
Bernadette O’Donnell
Jane Wells
Minerva Morris
Howard Gay
Walter Ambach
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Out of Town
George Burnham, Jr.
Brookfield, MA
Edward LaVallee
Morristown, NJ
Barbara Davidson
Fort Wayne, IN
Jeannette Shaw-Lynch
Raleigh, NC
Donald Wallace
Franconia, NH
Elinor Erickson
Shelburne, VT
Respectfully submitted,
John Bartlett, Chairman
Marjorie Reim
Kevin Roberts

COMMON COMMITTEE
This year has been busy and productive for the town
common. In efforts to beautify the common in preparation
for the 350th Quaboag Plantation Anniversary in 2010,
trees have been trimmed and others were removed due to
the damage caused by last year’s ice storm. New trees
were added to the common this year, including some
disease-resistant elms. This was made possible due to the
generous donations by the Quaboag Historical Society and
the Asparagus Festival Committee, and the efforts of the
Highway Department. In addition, new plantings were
placed around the bandstand and the electrical
stand/monument.
This year the common has been the site of many
events including the Asparagus Festival, the 44th Annual
Congregational Church Tag Sale, the weekly summer
concerts at the Helen Schackley Bandstand, and the
popular White Christmas event. The newly painted and
Town of West Brookfield
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repaired backstop and team benches have greatly
improved the appearance of our historic ball field where
local youth baseball and soccer teams still play. We
would like to thank Al Bigos, our groundskeeper, and
John Bartlett of the Burial Ground Commission for their
efforts in keeping our common functioning and looking
beautiful.
We would like to bid farewell to Jaclyn Von Bleicken
for her years of service as secretary. We welcome Sarah
Allen as our new committee member. She will assume
the secretary’s position.
It has been our pleasure to serve our community as
members of the West Brookfield Common Committee.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert J. Richard, Chairman
Teri Roberts, Treasurer
Sarah Allen, Secretary

Fourth of July Bonfire

Town of West Brookfield
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
During the year, the Conservation Commission was
involved with numerous permits, site visits and meetings
regarding the enforcement of the Massachusetts Wetland
Protection Act. We held public hearings for ten Notices of
Intent and one Request for Determinations. We issued
one Certificate of Compliance, a beaver permit and one
Agricultural Preservation Restriction.
Please visit our web site. All forms, as well as,
instructions for completing are located at this site, and
can be downloaded for your convenience. Minutes of our
meetings can be viewed here:
http://westbrookfieldma.govoffice2.com
The Conservation Commission wishes to remind all
property owners that Massachusetts General Law states
that any work proposed within 100 feet of any wetland
(rivers, streams, lakes, marshes, bogs or seasonally wet
area) requires a filing of a Request for Determination of
Applicability.
An Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program is
also in place to assist and encourage the retention of the
Commonwealth’s best farmland. The program is a
permanent solution for maintaining an agricultural land
base for local food production. Any interested landowners
should contact the Commission for more information.
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The Conservation Commission meets the first
Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm in the Lower Level
Conservation Office in the Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,
Gordon DeWolf, Chairman
John Hooven
Richard Provencher
Brian Silva
Diane Oliver-Jensen
Jessie Serrano
Christine M. Long

COUNCIL ON AGING
We would like to thank the Council on Aging for
their continued support and dedication to the Senior
Center and our senior citizens.
In the year 2009, we have introduced several new
programs and expanded our “after hours” activities. Our
Saturday breakfasts and cookouts have been well
attended and enjoyed by many. We hosted a successful
Fall Festival and took pleasure in hosting a fifth White
Christmas Open House. Our fourth Annual Veterans
Appreciation Dinner was a great success and well
deserved by our veterans. This dinner was made possible
by the car show and businesses/individuals who donated
to this worthy program, and to whom we are deeply
grateful. We very much appreciate the continued support
from the community.
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We value all our 194 dedicated volunteers, who have
donated a total of 10,300 hours in FY2009. Tri-Valley Inc.
continues to provide the nutrition program including
Meals on Wheels and lunch at the senior center. In
FY2009, there were 20,800 home delivered meals and
1,795 congregated meals served at the senior center.
We are very grateful for the donation made by the
Friends of the Council and the Irving England and Jane
England Charitable Trust Grant to purchase cabinets and
a counter for the main room. In addition, we are thankful
to all who have donated items from our wish list in the
Silverstreak Newsletter (including paper napkins, paper
plates, small kitchen items, tablecloths, large cans of
coffee, etc.).
We continue to provide information and referral,
outreach, reassurance calls and other individual services
that help seniors and their families cope with problems
related to aging. The Senior Center continues to offer the
Medicar Program (medical transportation) and several
clinics including blood pressure, flu clinic, cholesterol
screening, Veterans’ Agent, SHINE, AARP Tax
Assistance, and other medical screenings.
The mission for the Council on Aging of the West
Brookfield Senior Center is to enhance the lives of our
senior citizens by providing information, referral services
and opportunities for socialization and recreation.
Please feel free to contact us at our e-mail address:
wbseniorcenter@charterinternet.com.
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We thank once again all our volunteers who
have spent many hours setting up and cleaning up
for all the special programs during the day, nights,
and weekends. We are so lucky for so many
volunteers who make the West Brookfield Senior
Center the BEST!
Please remember, this is your senior center to
use and enjoy!
Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Norden, Director
Constance Pratt, COA Chair

Town Hall
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E-911 COORDINATOR
The Enhanced 911 system continues to run smoothly,
but the system is only as good as you are. We need to
have your house number up.
As a reminder… House Numbers are required
under Town By-Law, as well as Mass General Law c. 148
s. 59.
If sighted by the Police Department, you must
display your house number, or face fine of $25.00 per day.
Each year, I receive a direct request from the
Dispatch Center for verification of location that includes
HOUSE NUMBER and STREET ADDRESS for many residents of
West Brookfield. This is how we find you in an emergency. I find less and less house numbers displayed.
House numbers need to be, by Town By-Law, a minimum of 3-inches high, posted 3-feet from the ground
and visible from the street.
EMERGENCY RESPONDERS WISH THEM TO BE IN THE ENTRANCE
ENTRANCE
OF THE DRIVEWAY
DRIVEWAY ON A POST FACING UP AND DOWN THE STREET AT
LEAST 3-FEET OFF THE GROUND AND MADE OF REFLECTIVE MATERIAL
SO THEY CAN BE SEEN AT NIGHT.

THIS WOULD EXPEDITE FINDING
FINDING YOU IN AN EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY.
Also, with many of you using alternative phone
carrier services other than Verizon, such as an Internet
Provider, Cable Company, wireless and so on, the State
has found a flaw in the system - an inaccuracy in the data
base of Disability Indicators (DI) This is being changed.
All carriers are to instruct their customers to provide the
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State E911 system with this information, and that information starts with you.
As a precaution, the State of Massachusetts has requested an update to all E911 data base form that is
maintained by Verizon for anyone who has a DI (Disability Indicator) or requesting a DI in the E911 system to
reflect the carrier. Also, a note to remind everyone to
update it upon a carrier change. This Data Base System
provides advanced information about any disability like
someone on life support, a resident that is mobility impaired or anyone that may be cognitive impaired, and any
resident with any speech or hearing disability making a
rescue more difficult.
I encourage anyone with or wishing to have a DI
(Disability Indicator) in the E911 database to go to the
States E911 website through massgov.com. Type 911 in
the search site and then click on “State 911 Department
Executive Office of Public Safety”, then click on the
left side “State 911 Department Public Education
Program”. Go to the bottom of the page and click on
“more”… there you will see the “Disability Form”. Fill
one out; bring it to the Fire Department, have me sign
and fax it for entry. I also have copies at the Fire station
if you are without a computer.
I can be reached for assistance at 508-867-1408. We
want you safe! We need your help to do so.
PLEASE PUT YOUR HOUSE
HOUSE NUMBER UP.
YOUR LIFE MAY DEPEND ON IT!
Respectfully submitted,
Paul Lupacchino, E911 Coordinator
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EARTH REMOVAL BOARD
Earth Material Excavation Requiring a Permit: More
than 500 cubic yards of soil excavated in any one year.
Excavation incidental to the construction of buildings or
other accessory uses and expansions may be exempt
provided that the quantity of materials removed shall not
exceed that displaced by the portion of the building or
accessory use below grade and all required permits by the
West Brookfield By-Laws and/or Zoning By-Laws have
been issued. Other exceptions are excavation in the
course of customary agricultural use of land for a farm,
garden, or nursery; excavation of material subject to a
license issued under M.G.L. Chapter 40 Subsection 21 (7),
excavation in compliance with the specific requirements of
an approved subdivision plan and excavation in the
normal use of a cemetery.
Earth Material: Includes soil, sand, gravel, stones, topsoil, peat, muck, loam, bedrock or other earth materials
from any land in the town.
The Earth Removal Board continues to manage three
(3) active permits relative to Earth Material Excavation
under Section XII Section 2 of the Town’s General ByLaws.
Respectfully submitted,
Jason Paquette, Chairman
Bob Lipovsky
Tom Long
Gordon DeWolf
Richard Aube
Town of West Brookfield
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The Office of Emergency Management is responsible
for assisting town agencies in both handling and preventing of disasters, whether natural or man-made. The office
is responsible for the creation and annual updating of the
community Emergency Management Plan; and insuring
the town’s compliance with regulations adopted by both
the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Much of our work this year centered on planning for
a possible H1N1 epidemic. We met frequently with local
Boards of Health, the School Department, and other
Public Health Agencies to provide a coordinated response
to a crisis. Among the many projects to deal with the
spread of H1N1, the group set up flu clinics and a public
information campaign.
During 2009, we continued our association with the
Quaboag Regional Emergency Planning Committee. The
committee addresses a wide range of issues from pandemic planning to hazard mitigation. As a group, we are
seeking grants to update our All Hazard plans.
We look forward to a busy 2010, from planning
activities for the Quaboag Plantation 350th Anniversary,
and continuing our partnerships with other public safety
agencies.
Respectfully submitted,
C. Thomas O’Donnell, Jr.
Director of Emergency Management
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
For the year 2009, the West Brookfield Fire
Department responded to 109 emergency calls and is as
follows:
6 Structure Fires
1 Chimney Fire

1 Smoke Investigation
30 Fire Alarms

8 Brush Fires

8 Carbon Monoxide

4 Appliance Fires

2 Electrical Transformer Fires

1 Wood Stove
Motor Vehicle
24
Accidents

1 Down Power Line
4 Smell of Gas

1 ATV Accident

Hazmat (other than the cleanup from
2 Motor
Vehicle Accidents)

1 Tactical Rescues

3 Illegal Burns

Mutual Aid was given 11 times to the following
Towns: 4 – Ware; 2 – New Braintree; 2 – Warren;
2 – Brookfield; 1 – North Brookfield.
We received Mutual Aid 10 times from the following
Towns: 3 – Warren; 3 – North Brookfield; 2 – Ware;
2 – New Braintree; 1 - Hardwick.
Additional to Fire Suppression duties the Department conducts numerous Safety and Code Compliance
Inspections, we also issue permits under various State
required programs. These required inspections and
issuance of permits are performed primarily by Deputy
Chief Benson, assisted by myself. The Department
conducted (116) Inspections consisting of the following:
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Inspect the Installations of:
OIL AND GAS BURNERS
OIL TANKS AND PROPANE TANKS
Inspection of:
FUEL TANK SAFETY
SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS
COMMERCIAL SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
STATE MANDATED HEALTH CARE FACILITY
LIQUOR LICENSE BUILDING SAFETY
ELEVATOR SAFETY
TOWN OWNED SPRINKLER SYSTEM
UNDER GROUND TANK REMOVALS
Permits Issued for:
BLASTING PERMITS
BON-FIRE PERMITS

Thank you, Deputy Chief Benson, for your dedication
and commitment to the Safety and Code Compliance Unit
of our Department.
For more permit requirements and changes to the
Smoke Detector and Carbon Monoxide laws and
regulations please go to www.mass.gov/dfs then click on
“Division of Fire Safety” and you will find the latest Fire
regulations and code requirements. This is especially
helpful if you are in the process of a real estate transaction. New laws went into effect April 5th 2010 and
updates will be required.
Our other permitting process that most Firefighters
take part in is the issuance of Brush Burning Permits. In
2009, (249) Burning Permits were issued. Our brush fire
and out of control permits were down from previous years
totaling 8 fires. This reduction was in part to a wet
spring and we hope it was residents being more conscien-
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tious and taking the necessary precautions when burning
brush. With this news, I would like to caution you that
the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)
Fire Suppression Department is expecting a bad brush
fire season for years to come. This is due to the ice storm
of 2008, which brought down many trees in our forests,
making the fuel load dangerously high. This fuel has
dried for two years now and is volatile. Be very careful
with campfires and outdoor activities that involve fire. It
will not take much to start a fire that would be very hard
to control.
Another responsibility is Fire Prevention. The Fire
Department again was fortunate to apply and obtain, for
the 13th year, the S.A.F.E. (Students Awareness of Fire
Education) Grant. This program coordinated within the
school system provides Fire and Life safety messages
during the school year. Fire personnel visit the school
starting in or around January and ends at the end of the
school year. We provide Fire Safety tips, which we hope,
are brought home and shared with the entire family. We
talk about Fire Safety, Home Electrical Safety, Home
Escape Plans and more. Our fire statistics each year
proves this program works.
In addition to Fire Safety messages, this program
teaches CPR (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) to the
entire 5th Grade. Each year the West Brookfield Rescue
Squad provides a gift to the class of CPR Manuals, the
use of CPR manikins and instruction. The children all
learn the steps to CPR and take away the fact they can
save a life if they get involved. We thank the Rescue
Squad for this great gift and to the additional safety it
provides to our community. Over 50 children are
educated and able to perform CPR when a Cardiac Arrest
Town of West Brookfield
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emergency arises. Our hats are off to the 5th grade…
Great job!
In 2009, our Department had gone through a change
of leadership. In May of 2009, Fire Chief Tim Batchelor
handed in his resignation and decided to pursue a lifelong
passion for wild land firefighting, as a full time career in
the state of Colorado. We would like to thank Chief
Batchelor for his dedication and service to the Town and
our Department for the last seven years. His knowledge
and experience will be greatly missed, and we wish him
luck with his pursuit in his new career.
During the search for the next Fire Chief, Deputy
Chief Robert Benson signed on in the interim as acting
Fire Chief. We, the Department, would like to thank him
for the hard work he undertook during this process. He
served as acting Chief from May to October in this capacity. The Department never missed a beat and that in
itself is a true testament to his dedication, commitment
and leadership to the Department, which we still treasure
and benefit from. Thank you, Benny!
In October, new leadership took over and we haven’t
looked back. The leadership core, for the first time in
town’s history since the organization of a Fire Department, experienced a pinning and swearing in ceremony
from the Lieutenants all the way to the Chief. The entire
Officer rank was sworn in at one time. These officers are
as follows: Deputy Chief Robert Benson, Assistant Chief
Daniel Santos, Captain Wes Cassavant, Lieutenant Joe
Landry, Training Lieutenant Scott Anderson and I, Paul
Lupacchino as Chief. I personally would like to thank
these officers for their loyalty to myself and the men they
lead; for their dedication to the Department and their
community; for their Firefighting expertise and
Town of West Brookfield
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leadership skills. Truly, the Town and the Department
are the beneficiaries of their knowledge, skills, and
willingness to serve. I thank you, each and every one of
you!

In 2009, the Department has seen many joys and
renew, but also we experienced a deep loss and sadness.
Shortly following this historical event, we lost a fellow
Firefighter and close friend, Walter C. Ambach. Walt
served the Fire Department and his community for over
32 years. Walt developed the Hazmat program and
mentored countless Firefighters over those years. Walter
fought a courageous fight against
cancer, but lost that fight on the
15th of December. We thank
Walt for all his dedication and
service to the Department and all
of those he served. His commitment and service to others serves
as a benchmark for all to follow.
Walt, you will be deeply missed!
Please watch over us and protect
Town of West Brookfield
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us from harm’s way each time we leave the station until
we return.
Training each year becomes more demanding, with
the introduction of new technologies, additional fire codes
and regulations, and training new recruits. It becomes a
never-ending upgrade. Our Training Officer, Scott
Anderson, heads up this task and does a great job. I
thank him for his diligent efforts. Organizing monthly
trainings, helping the Operational Officers keep all
Firefighters abreast to the latest techniques and hazards
we will face (i.e., the dangers of cutting apart a Hybrid
vehicle, the dangers of new construction techniques and
how a building will collapse faster under a fire load.)
We also had two firefighters attend the District 7
Firefighter I/II training. This is about 300 hours of
classroom and hands on fire training. Both graduated,
and I would like to recognize them. A father and son
team – John and Jake Penisinger, congratulations on a
great job done well!
A reminder to our community that the Fire Department is a
Call/ Volunteer Department. All duties are performed on these
bases.

The Fire Department, a department many times
thought of only when needed. The men and women of the
Department are the true reason everyone can rest at
night knowing if the call arises and an emergency strikes
these individuals are on call and ready to respond. I take
much pride to say I lead one of the most dedicated groups
of individuals in the Fire Service. I thank them for their
dedication, commitment to serve, and willingness to risk
the ultimate sacrifice for the safety of their neighbor,
family or friend.
Town of West Brookfield
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Your 2009 Fire Department membership is as follows:
Chief Paul Lupacchino
Deputy Chief Robert Benson
Assistant Chief Daniel Santos
Captain Wes Cassavant
Lieutenant Joe Landry
Training Lieutenant Scott Anderson
Firefighter Jason McNeany
Firefighter Brian Charron
Firefighter Dana Searah
Firefighter David Tebo
Firefighter Marty Nagle
Firefighter John Pensinger
Firefighter Jacob Pensinger
William Gray (leave of absence)
Recruit Firefighter Patricia Lupacchino
Recruit Firefighter Nicholas Frank
Firefighter Nick Minor (leave of absence for the Navy)
Firefighter Larry Pease (indefinite leave)
Walter Ambach (deceased)

I would also like to say, if there are any men and
women from our community who feel they possess the
desire, dedication, commitment to serve, and are
physically fit to perform firefighting duties and they are
interested in joining our dedicated department, please
contact us at 508-867-1408. If you leave a message, we
will get back to you. You can also come to the station on
any Monday night, we are there and one of the Fire
Officers or Firefighters would gladly talk over this
opportunity with you. We need you. We need your help.
I would like to thank all the Departments that
supply direct assistance when called upon, the Rescue
Squad; Police; Highway; Water Departments; The Central
Dispatch Center, and all other departments who assist us
Town of West Brookfield
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in getting our job done during and off the emergencies.
We thank our families who put up with us bolting out the
door and their willingness to be there upon our return,
sharing us with the community.
In closing, I would like to thank the Selectmen for
the confidence and support they have extended to me with
my appointment of Fire Chief for the Town of West
Brookfield. I would like to thank the community for their
support during the selection process, who had expressed
their desire and trust to have me lead the department. It
is an honor I will cherish the rest of my life. I would like
to thank my mentors for the past 33 years. Your
willingness to share your knowledge, expertise, and
experiences has formed the solid foundation of my career
in the Fire Service.
Most of all I would like to thank the Firefighters of
the West Brookfield Fire Department, who stood behind
me with unwavering support, dedication, and confidence
in my ability to lead them in this most honorable position
in the Fire Service. I will represent you, protect you, and
lead you with honor. I thank you for the opportunity to
serve as your chief. The Town of West Brookfield is safer
because of you.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Lupacchino, Fire Chief
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Front row (kneeling): Assistant Chief Dan Santos, Chief Paul Lupacchino,
Deputy Chief Robert Benson, Captain Wes Cassavant.
Row 1 (standing): Training Lieutenant Scott Anderson, Lieutenant Joe
Landry, FF Jacob Pensinger.
Row 2 (standing): FF Jason McNeany, FF Assist Hazmat Coordinator
David Tebo, FF Brandon Fullam, FF Hazmat Coordinator Brian Charron.
Truck 1st Step: FF Jessie Merriam, Recruit FF Patricia Lupacchino.
Truck 2nd Step: FF Nick Frank.
Atop Truck: FF John Pensinger, FF Dana Searah.
Absent from picture: Martin Nagle, William Grey
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GAS/PLUMBING INSPECTOR
The following is a compilation of Gas and Plumbing
Inspections performed during 2009:
Gas Inspections
Ranges
9
Ovens
Grilles
1
Heating Boilers
Furnaces
7
Unit Heaters
Water Heaters
7
Dryers
Gas Generators
3
Vent. Room Heaters
Direct Vent Heaters 3
Pool Heaters
Tests
2
Gas Piping
Direct Vent Fireplace 3
Gas Lines
Water Boiler
1
Vent Free Fireplace
Cook Range
1
Steam Boiler

Plumbing Inspections
Water Closets
31
Kitchen Sinks
Lavatories
32
Bathtub
Shower Stalls
16
Dishwashers
Laundry Trays
1
Wash Machine Conn
Hot Water Tanks
24
Tank-less
Water Piping
5
Backflow Prev.
Sewer Ejector
1
Waste Drains
Eyewash Sink
1

2
5
5
1
2
1
1
3
1
1

11
9
7
10
2
5
4

Respectfully submitted,
Joseph Ciejka, Gas & Plumbing Inspector
Carl Marco, Assistant Inspector
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HAZARDOUS
AZARDOUS WASTE
COORDINATOR
On December 15th 2009,
the Hazardous Waste
Department suffered
the server loss of our
founder, Walter C.
Ambach. He was a
great man and an even
better friend.
He will be sorely missed!
In 2009, Walter responded to:
8
2
1
1

Motor Vehicle accidents w/ Hazmat clean-up
Property Inspections – No Hazmat found
Report of fuel oil spill in basement – No service
Broken fuel line on vehicle – No service

As Walter’s assistant, since 2003, I will now be
serving as the Hazardous Waste Coordinator. I am a
member of the West Brookfield Fire Department. Also, I
am employed at the 104th Fighter Wing Fire Department,
where I have been certified as a Hazardous Material
Technician. One of two this department has. The
Assistant Hazardous Waste Coordinator is now David
Tebo.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Charron, Hazardous Waste Coordinator
Town of West Brookfield
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The cycle of events during this year was the same:
plowing, sanding, sweeping, mowing, tree removal, stump
removal, repairs and maintenance to equipment.
The John Gilbert Road project was finished with the
final coat of asphalt and drainage connections. This took
place in the early part of the year. Work involved an inch
and a half (11/2”) of black top over the existing two and a
half inches (21/2”) of base coat representing over a mile of
road. I would like to thank each and everyone who lives
on John Gilbert Road for their patience through the
construction process.
In preparation of the upcoming 2010 Wigwam Road
project, tree trimming took place.
The Town of West Brookfield received a grant
through the efforts of the Storm Water Authority and
others. The grant represented the installation of a system
located on the northeast side of Lake Wickaboag
(Wickaboag Valley Road). The Highway Department was
chosen to install the system. The system was a series of
catch basins that channeled water into what some people
would describe as a “high tech” underground filtration
system. Its purpose was to remove sediment and
contaminants that historically have been dumped directly
into the lake. With the cooperation of the Police
Department and the Water Department, the installation
went very well. Thus far, the system is doing exactly as
the design described.
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The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) was contracted to take care of some problematic
beaver issues. The contract included the removal of
beavers in several locations. In addition, the contract also
included the installation of flow control devices,
sometimes referred to as “beaver deceivers”.
Once again, all of us at the Highway Department
invite you to call with any questions. It is a pleasure to
serve the Town of West Brookfield.

Respectfully submitted,
Jason Benoit, Highway Superintendent
Marc Astrella
Duane Cassavant
Ryan Pontbriand
Gregg Waterman

Construction of 50’ x 80’ expansion to the highway facility.
Town of West Brookfield
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DROP-OFF CENTER
Wigwam Road
Hours of operation:

Wednesday: 9:00am to 4:00pm

Saturday: 9:00am to 4:00pm
The Drop-Off Center is for Residential Use
Only. Rules and Regulations subject to
change as market fluctuates

TVs 27” and under
Radios
VCRs

$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00

TVs over 27”
Stereos

$10.00
$ 5.00

Microwaves
Stoves
Washers
Water coolers

$ 5.00
$20.00
$20.00
$10.00

Refrigerators
Dishwashers
Dryers
Air Conditioners

$20.00
$15.00
$20.00
$20.00

Computers
Keyboards
Printers

$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00

Monitors
Copiers

$ 5.00
$ 5.00

Tires with rims

$ 5.00

Tires no rims

$ 3.00

Used Motor Oil
Anti- Freeze

Free Scrap Metal
Free

Free

No larger than 3-inch diameter by 4-feet lengths
Brush
No bags, please
Leaves/Grass Clippings

Propane Tanks

Free
Free
$ 5.00

Batteries must have caps attached.
Any motor must have fluids drained.
The following items will be priced accordingly by the
attendant:
Large Console TVs * Large Propane Tanks *
Commercial or Truck Tires.
Town of West Brookfield
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HISTORICAL COMMISSION
The Historical Commission met monthly, January to
June and September to December, in the Commission
Office – Room 201 in the Town Hall.
In 2009, a major goal was accomplished when the
Commission published “A History of West Brookfield 1675
– 1990”, the first written history of West Brookfield.
Jeffrey H. Fiske, an author of several books on local
history, was selected to write this history in 1999. It was
then the responsibility of the Commission not only to
gather photos and create an index but also to hire an
editor, graphic artist, proofreader and printer. The 385page book, with over 140 historical photos, is dedicated to
the Planter families of the Quaboag Plantation and has
the forward written by Senator Stephen M. Brewer.
Another major goal was accomplished when the
Commission provided funding for professional archivists
to inventory and catalogue both the “Historical” and
“Archie Jay” collections in the Merriam Gilbert Library.
Prior to this no written record of these historical
documents existed.
In March, the Commission funded the Old
Sturbridge Village “History on the Road” program for
students at the West Brookfield Elementary School. In
May, a field trip to Old Sturbridge Village was also
funded for Elementary School students.
In the spring, when damaged trees were to be
removed on the Common, the Commission offered to
purchase disease resistant Elm trees. Five “Princeton”
Elm trees, as requested by the Common Committee, were
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purchased. Planting was done by the Highway
Department.
The Commission website, www.westbrookfield.org
continues to be updated by member, Nancy Parker. New
information on the original “Planters”, a current events
section and the list of 350th Anniversary Celebration
events have been added.
Other activities during the year include:
• Continued research and preparation of the National Historic
Register nomination for the Jedediah Foster Homesite by
member, Amy Dugas.
• Partnered with the “Friends of the Library” to purchase
fifty Old Sturbridge Village passes.
• Funded the “Teddy Roosevelt” program at the Library, in
January, which was very well attended.
• Continued research to determine Historic Register
nomination eligibility for the Lucy Stone Homesite.
• Worked with Selectmen to implement the Town Hall
Maintenance Plan.
• Coordinated an Eagle Scout project at the Pine Grove
Cemetery with candidate Michael Oliver.
• Co-sponsored and participated in the “Asparagus &
Flower Heritage Festival”.
• Participated in planning events for the 350th Anniversary
Celebration in 2010.

A generous gift was again received from the J. Irving
and Jane L. England Charitable Trust. This gift, along
with the support of the Town, enabled us to undertake the
projects outlined. We again express our gratitude for this
support.
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The 2009 Members and Associate Members are:
Angela Carville
Ed Dow
Amy Dugas
Dave Fitzgerald
Joan Fitzgerald

Bill Leslie
Anne-Marie Nolan
Nancy Parker
Barbara Rossman
Richard Rossman

Respectfully submitted,
Richard Rossman, Chairman

LAKE WICKABOAG
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION
“LWPA”
We started the 2009 season with the ability to see
almost seven feet down into the lake using our Sechi Disk.
However, by mid June, we began to observe deterioration
in clarity and we scheduled our algae treatment for the 7th
of July, earlier than the last few years. During August,
we again encountered excessive amounts of Chara, an
alga that appears string-like and can be mistaken for a
weed form. The contractors we have spoken with have
suggested that this is actually a beneficial alga, as it
grows low to the bottom and can limit weed growth.
However, the amount we experienced was significant
enough to warrant several treatments. We will monitor
this life form carefully in 2010. We are not alone with
algae management problems. There are few local,
reliable, and accurate algae analysts and not enough
research has been done to compare our results to scientific
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data sources. We may struggle with this lake management issue for several more years.
Each year working with Lycott Environmental, we
conduct several weed surveys of the lake. Our initial
analysis this year identified a larger portion of variable
milfoil in the north end of the lake than we had observed
in other years. Several treatments were applied to slow
the growth to other parts of the lake.
In addition to the lake monitoring, we hosted another
successful lake clean up, convened an educational annual
meeting, published spring and fall newsletters, and
supported dam maintenance activities. The Fourth
Decorated Waterfront contest was held on July 4th. We
had nearly twenty-five excited participants. Working
with the Storm Water Authority and consultants from
ESS, we were very pleased that West Brookfield was
awarded a $60,000.00 319 grant for a project on Wickaboag
Valley Road to limit the amount of run-off of contaminants flowing into the lake. Judging from the excessive
rainfalls in January and February of 2010, the completed
project has virtually eliminated the sediment flows into
the lake. Special thanks to the Highway and Water
Departments for a successful project.
Representatives of the LWPA have been actively
participating with the West Brookfield Board of Health
and other interested town residents in the study of
dredging part of the north end of the lake. Initial
analyses indicate there are no serious contaminants in
the sediments. A consultant is being sought to help
design the actual project. Watch the LWPA newsletter for
additional status reports.
During 2010, we will expand our lake monitoring
program and continue publication of our newsletters and
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will conduct another lake clean up. In the future, we
would like to extend the cleanup program to include the
entire town and will be looking for volunteers for that
effort. The Fifth Decorated Waterfront contest will be
held again on July 4th. Working with the Lake Wickaboag
Boat Club and the Lashaway Y-FLYERS Sailing Club, a
Regatta, reminiscent of the event held in August during
the 1940’s to the 1970’s, will be held on Saturday, August
14, 2010 at the Beach and Boat Club facilities. Canoe,
kayak and novice sunfish sailing races will be followed by
the Y-FLYERS races and a water ski show performed by
the Eastern Region Championship Oxbow Water Ski show
Team. Watch for more details.
Annual Budget from West Brookfield
Fiscal Year July 1 to June 30

Weed Management
Algae Management
Water Testing/Projects
Total
Budget
Under/(Over) budget

'07 - '08

'08 - '09

'09 - '10

'10 - '11

Actual

Actual

Actual

Estimate

$9,800
5,500

$4,800
5,500

$8,900
3,700

$9,000
4,000

5,000

692

4,310

3,910

$20,300
20,900

$11,992
20,900

$16,910
16,910

$16,910
16,910

$600

$8,908

$0

$0

While there has been an overall decline in the weed
population, new species arrive and old ones return, so
there will be a need to continue the surveys and some
weed treatments. The FY2011 budget contains funds for
only one microscopic algae treatment. However, the cost
of copper used in copper sulfate for algae treatments
remains high, but with careful management of the
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budget, we may have enough funds for two treatments
during the summer of 2010, if needed.
The Town’s share of the jointly funded (with the
LWPA) FY2007 ESS stormwater action plan has been
included in the Storm Water Authority’s 2007 budget.
Additional storm water studies and actual projects may
be funded in part from the above FY2010 and FY2011
budgets.
LWPA remains committed to achieving the best
water quality for our lake. We thank all town officials
and the town residents for your continued support.
Respectfully submitted,
Albert F. Collings, President
Mary Beth Czaja, Vice-President

LIBRARY
Last January, at the start of the New Year, the
Library made a resolution “to make 2009 a year filled with
successful endeavors and notable achievements that would
benefit our community”. I’m happy to report that we
made good on that promise. With budgetary constraints
placed upon us under a statewide fiscal crisis, we focused
our efforts toward goals that would have significant
impact with low or no cost. In looking to the future,
technology stands at the forefront. Given that Libraries
and technology, when combined, produce a powerful
confluence, the decision to explore and adapt some of the
current trends was made.
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The Library began this endeavor by encouraging
patrons to utilize the many electronic resources already
available but relatively unknown to them. One such
example is MassAnswers, a web-based 24/7-reference
service provided through the Worcester Public Library.
Through an instant message interface, the patron engages
with a librarian in a live “chat” to address a particular
inquiry, resulting in accurate and immediate information.
This nation-wide 24/7-reference collaborative is free to the
public.
In the early spring, wireless fidelity (WiFi)
connectivity was established at the Library, making the
Internet accessible to anyone with a laptop from
anywhere in and around the Library. The arrival of WiFi
means that the public is no longer subject to the
limitations of the Library’s open hours, equipment availability and usage restrictions, and can now enjoy both
unlimited time and mobile access. Charter Communications offers this connection free to the Library.
Tracking software was added to the Library’s website
to determine whether or not the associated maintenance
fees were congruent with usage. Prior to receiving this
information, we had greatly underestimated the public’s
interest in our site. Much to our happy surprise, we
discovered that the Library website receives, on average,
4,000 visits per month! Encouraged by this figure, a
Library Fan Page on Facebook was launched in July for
the purpose of providing up-to-the-moment news and
information about the Library. A link to our Fan Page is
conveniently located on the Library’s web site
(www.wbrookfieldlibrary.org), where you are
welcomed to join if you have a personal Facebook account
(if you do not, we enthusiastically recommend that you
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establish an account for yourself so you can receive our
posts). It also provides a forum for you to respond to our
musings, announcements, and invitations.
Internet usage and circulation statistics reveal
pertinent information, but tell only a partial story
regarding the Library’s use. With fax and copy service
available, newspapers and magazines on hand for
browsing, the Library becomes a daily destination for
many who partake of these and a multitude of other
offerings beyond simply checking out a book. Therefore,
wireless people counters were installed at both entrances
this fall to calculate the number of people who pass
through the Library. After 1 month, the devices indicated
that the equivalent of practically every man, woman, and
child in West Brookfield entered the Library. The resulting data provides a broader scope of quantitative
information indicative of usage trends.
Through the generous funding of the West Brookfield
Historical Commission, both the Local History and Archie
Jay Collections were professionally cataloged making the
records now available for viewing through the Online
Public Access Catalog (OPAC). With this project
completed, researchers can now review the Library’s
holdings relative to their research prior to, or during, a
Library visit. The Commission also provided, along with
the Friends of the Library, additional financial support
toward the purchase of Old Sturbridge Village reduced
admission passes. The Library is deeply grateful for their
perennial munificence.
A link to the Digital Catalog from the Library’s web
site was established, bringing “virtual” materials directly
to you without the hassle of returns. Unlike the regular
online catalog, this digital catalog delivers a variety of
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materials, including audio and electronic books, and fulllength feature films directly to your personal computer
and/or supported portable devices through the Overdrive
(the company that hosts the content) console. The digital
catalog functions as an adjunct collection to the Library’s
“physical” collection, increasing patrons’ choices and the
methods in which materials are consumed. This digital
collection is offered through our membership with
CWMARS, and would be far from affordable without the
Consortium’s subscription.
The CWMARS Mininet membership affords our
Library with many wonderful features and benefits as
cited in previous annual reports. Just like the Library,
CWMARS is committed to providing members with the
latest technological advances. EPUB, the newest e-book
format offered through Overdrive, delivers optimized onscreen reading. It features reflowable text, allowing the
reader to alter the size of the text, change the font, and
manipulate the size of the display so the text can wrap
(eliminating scrolling from side to side). Several new
additions to the OPAC implemented this past year
include spell check (provides alternate suggestions for
unrecognized words) and wish lists (allows patrons to
save titles on their account page for future reference). A
“Pay Online” option was added, which allows patrons to
clear fines and replacement costs conveniently from their
accounts in the OPAC, alleviating the need to clear or
unblock accounts through a Librarian. This feature
instantly updates the patron’s account, thus restoring
borrowing privileges by resolving fines for overdue and/or
unreturned items.
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The Boston Public Library introduced e-cards to any
Massachusetts resident for immediate access to their 175
online databases, which includes magazine databases,
downloadable audio, video and music. Patrons may also
gain filtered access to the Internet from any library public
access computer as well as use of BPL’s wireless network.
As the “Library of Last Recourse”, the BPL receives and
maintains the largest library budget of any public library
in the Commonwealth (including the largest State Aid
award).
There are always so many to thank for their
contributions toward the success of the Library. It takes
many to provide the services and functions enjoyed by the
public throughout the year. Without our volunteers, the
Library would be a shadow of itself. They deserve both
praise and recognition for all their loyal contributions.
The Friends continued their fundraising efforts
through 2 very successful events: The annual White
Christmas Raffle, and Buy the Book and Bake Sale. Both
events netted their largest profits ever, totaling $1,524,
combined. The Friends also added a PayPal “Donate”
button on their web page at the Library’s website for
anyone interested in contributing a monetary gift to
benefit the Organization. The Friends provided funding
for the Library’s pass program, adult and children’s
programming, and expenses not covered by the municipal
budget. A Junior Friends officially organized 2 years ago,
and works in concert with the FOL to facilitate the
events, which support these programs and funding
sources. The benefit this organization provides to the
community cannot be understated, as the result of its
efforts truly produces a direct and positive influence upon
the community. The FOL meets four times a year, the
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first Tuesday of the month from 7:00 – 8:00pm (January,
May, July and October). Becoming a member is a
wonderful gesture to show your appreciation for the
Library. There are many roles to choose from when you
join the Friends, so please contact or visit the Library for
additional information.
The Board of Library Trustees consists of 7 members,
and includes Joanne Bastien, Linda Carpenter, Mark
Jordan, Secretary; Evelyn Kwasniewski, Alexandra
McNitt, Chairperson; Michael Ozbayrak and Paul
Spencer. Throughout the year, the Board met monthly to
discuss the current concerns and trends affecting the
Library. Their active participation and thoughtful
dedication relative to those matters contributed tremendously toward keeping the Library a vital and thriving
presence within our community. The Library is deeply
appreciative for the sacrifice of time, and contribution of
forethought that each member of the BLT so generously
provided.

Front: Michael Ozbayrak
Back: Mark Jordan, Evelyn
Kwasniewski, Joanne Bastien,
Alexandra McNitt, Linda
Carpenter
Not pictured: Paul Spencer
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The fine work of the Advisory Board should also be
duly noted. A great deal of their time and expertise is
devoted to making sound recommendations to the
constituency that result in the vibrant and solvent Town
we all are fortunate to enjoy. Their consideration of the
Library budget relative to state certification requirements
as well as their proactive interest in maintaining the 130year-old facility has been most supportive throughout the
years. The Library values and deeply appreciates their
commitment to that end, and wishes to acknowledge their
hard work and dedication.
The corps of volunteers who worked diligently behind
the scenes assisting staff with delivering exemplary
service are so deeply appreciated that listing them by
name falls far short of adequately expressing our deep
and abiding appreciation for their contributions. Linda
Pelletier continued delivering library materials to those
unable to visit the Library. Instead of simply dropping off
the items, Linda takes the time to visit with these patrons
and gets to know them. Linda also generously donated
baked goods and gift certificates from her business
SweetArts, to the FOL’s events – many, many thanks to
her for extending her kind heart and generously sharing
her wonderful talents.
Judy Kelley-Rzeznikiewicz joined our volunteer
program this past year and became an extraordinary
member of the Library team, contributing countless hours
to the endless details of Library operations. There was no
job too small or mundane for Judy, and her willingness to
lend a hand in this way truly made a world of difference
to our staff. Judy truly exemplifies what it means to be a
volunteer.
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Doris Carlson continued assisting the Children’s
Librarian with the Story Hour participants. Doris has
been volunteering her time and talents to this program
for over 10 years! Her kind demeanor is beloved by both
the parents and children (and staff, too!). In addition,
Joanna Christakis, Audrey Roy and Michael Warren
assisted throughout the year in the Children’s Room.
Their dedication aided our efforts in providing another
successful year of quality children’s services.
Those who devoted many talents and hours to the
Statewide Summer Reading Program (SRP) made this
colossal event more manageable for our small staff. We
are thankful to the following people for their numerous
contributions to that end: Joanna Christakis, Brianna
Fleming, Alexandra French, Jared, Joey and Paul James,
Olivia Jankins, Aaron Morgan, Kelsey Noga, Audrey Roy
and Ashley Williams.
In addition to the many volunteer hours donated, the
Library also received financial contributions as well. The
J. Irving England and Jane L. England Charitable Trust,
once again, generously gifted the Library with $6,000.
A State Aid award of $6,268 was obtained as part of
the annual library certification process, indicating that
the Library met or exceeded 10 standards of service and
operation. The Local Cultural Council provided $2,000 for
Adult ($500) and Children’s (SRP - $1,500) programming.
An additional $1,275 was received from the following
institutions and businesses, providing generous funding
for the SRP:
Country Bank for Savings
Family First Bank
Gremarco
Lamoureux Ford
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North Brookfield Savings Bank
Webster First Federal Credit Union
West Brookfield Family Practice
Wickaboag Veterinary Clinic
The Brookfield’s Lions Club presented the Library
with $250 for the purchase of audio/visual materials for
the collection.
The National Endowment of the Arts and
Humanities awarded a “We the People Created Equal
Bookshelf Grant”, that included 20 books valued at
approximately $500 for grades kindergarten through
twelve.
Many of these financial and materials awards were
received due to the diligent grant writing and fundraising
efforts of the Library staff. Although time-consuming, the
results of their worthwhile endeavors provided patrons
with free and innovative adult and children’s
programming, expanded collection resources, and facility
upgrades that otherwise would not be possible due to the
municipal budget limitations. With this knowledge, a
dedicated and creative staff persevered to locate and
obtain funding that resulted in a richer, more vibrant
library experience for patrons. Much praise is deserved of
this truly dynamic staff relative to their innovative and
successful accomplishments.
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Front: Margot Christakis, Interim Children’s Librarian; Lisa Careau,
Director; Elaine Courtemanche, Page Middle: Lynn Loftus, Page; Holly
Takorian, Adult Services Librarian Back: Rachael Bassett, Page

Ultimately, the Library perpetuates a value beyond
those it directly serves, for within a community the
library receives its financial support from public taxes.
Whether everyone utilizes the Library or a fraction of the
population, there is a general concurrence that all the
members of a community shall have equal access to the
resources offered in this institution – a gratifying concept
that exemplifies commonwealth. Equally, the public
library provides one of the best returns for every dollar
spent.
The Massachusetts Library Association developed
the Value of Library Service Calculator to convey the
worth of public libraries. Below please find the computation specific to the Town of West Brookfield. The input
data was based upon the 2009 Annual Report Information
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Survey (ARIS), administered by the Massachusetts Board
of Library Commissioners, in which the Library
participates yearly.

Use

Services

Value

7,991
6,613
1,088

Adult Books Borrowed
Children’s/Young Adult Books Borrowed
Magazines Borrowed

135,847.00
79,356.00
5,440.00

8,541
2,185
98

Videos Borrowed
CDs & Audio Books Borrowed
Museum Passes Borrowed

34,164.00
21,740.75
2,940.00

468
4,368
70

Magazine Use in Library
Interlibrary Loan
Meeting Room Use per Hour

936.00
109,200.00
3,500.00

20
73
3,224
146
7,800

Adult Programs Attended
Children’s Programs Attended
Hours of Computer Use
Online Magazine or Newspaper Article
Information Research Requests Answered
Value to the Community:

300.00
511.00
38,688.00
292.00
54,600.00
*487,514.75

*Please note: the Library’s municipally appropriated budget for
fiscal year 2009 was $170,889.

The notion of equal access for all has remained
unchanged since Boston Public Library was established in
1848 as the first publicly supported municipal library in
the United States. Despite being caught in the State’s
economic crisis, the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library
resourcefully strives to perpetuate that concept.
Throughout this past year, technological trends, which
define both our local and global communities, were
introduced and made available to all our residents,
Town of West Brookfield

63

Annual Report 2009

reiterating, yet again, the Library’s highest purpose:
purveyor of knowledge for all. An achievement our entire
community can be very proud of.

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Careau, Library Director
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LIST OF APPOINTED OFFICIALS
* Indicates Chairperson. ( ) Indicates Term of Office

ADVISORY BOARD (7 MEMBERS – 3 YEAR TERMS)
G. Thomas Schnare
(2010)
Diane Vayda
(2010)
Roy Roberts
(2010)
Phil Landine
(2011)
John Tivnan
(2011)
Resignation 10/15/09
Nicole Allen
(2012)
Vacancy
(2012)
Al Collings
(2012)
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION
Brad Quigley *
(2010)
Roger Slobody
(2010)
Arthur Maskell
(2010)
Gordon DeWolf
(2010)
Vacancy
(2010)
Barry Nadon, Sr.
(2010)
Vacancy
(2010)
Vacancy
(2010)
Lisa Long
(2010)

Alternate
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COORDINATOR
Johanna Barry
(2010)
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER/DOG OFFICER
Leah Shattuck
(2010)
ANIMAL INSPECTOR
Barry J. Nadon, Sr.
Town of West Brookfield
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ASPARAGUS & FLOWER HERITAGE FESTIVAL
George Hibbard
(2010)
Richard Rossman
(2010)
Amy Dugas
(2010)
Elaine Hibbard
(2010)
Jennifer Sablack
(2010)
ASSISTANT TOWN CLERKS
Tammi Kemp
Geraldine Sauve
Teresa Barrett
Christine Long

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

ASSISTANT TOWN TREASURER
Teri Ann Roberts
(2010)
AUCTIONEER (PROPERTY)
Johanna Barry

(2010)

BOARD OF REGISTRARS
Robert Spera
Jane R. Dolan
Anna May Zabek

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)

BUILDING INSPECTOR
Jeff Taylor
John Couture

(2010)
(2010)

Alternate

BURIAL GROUND COMMISSIONERS
Marjorie Reim
(2010)
John Bartlett
(2011)
Kevin Roberts
(2012)
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CABLE TELEVISION COMMITTEE, LOCAL ACCESS
Barry Gillogly, Director
(2010)
CENTRAL MASS. REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
Tim Morrell
(2010)
Alternate
Diane Oliver
(2010)
CMRPC REGIONAL PLANNING TASK FORCE
C. Thomas O’Donnell
(2010)
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER
Johanna Barry
(2010)
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE COORDINATOR
Paul Lupacchino
(2010)
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Gary Simeone
(2010)
Cliff Comptois
(2010)
Lyn Tivnan
(2010)
CONSERVATION COMMISSION (3 YEAR TERMS – CHP 40, SEC 8C)
John Hooven
(2010)
Christine M. Long
(2010)
Brian Silva
(2011)
Richard Provencher
(2011)
Jesse Serrano
(2011)
Gordon DeWolf
(2012)
Diane Oliver-Jenson
(2012)
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(COA) WB SENIOR CENTER DIRECTOR
Cynthia Norden, Director
(2010)
Betty Frew, Asst. Director
(2010)
COUNCIL ON AGING
Gloria Hanks
Jim Pierce
Edward Perry
Beverly Cassavant
Catherine Buzzell
Connie Pratt
Oliver Hill

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2011)
(2011)
(2012)
(2012)

COUNCIL ON AGING CUSTODIAN
Justyna Ball
(2010)
COUNCIL ON AGING SMC ELDER BUS BOARD
Cynthia M. Norden
(2010)
CUSTODIAN OF PROPERTY
Board of Selectmen

(2010)

CULTURAL GRANTS COUNCIL
Joan Veinot
(2010)
Kenneth Miller
(2010)
Fern Maskell
(2010)
Kate Kane
(2010)
Marion Hunt
(2010)
Richard Ullman
(2010)
Barry Gillogly
(2010)
Paula Slade
(2010)
Cynthia Laub
(2010)
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EARTH REMOVAL BOARD
Bob Lipovsky
Jason Paquette
Tom Long
Gordon DeWolf
Richard Aube

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

E-911 COORDINATOR
Paul Lupacchino

(2010)

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR
Kevin Dunivan
Donald Puduski

(2010)
(2010)

Planning
Health
Selectmen
Conservation
Zoning

Alternate

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
C. Thomas O’Donnell
(2010)
ETHICS COMMISSION LIAISON
Sarah Allen
(2010)
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Johanna Barry
FIRE CHIEF
Robert Benson
Paul Lupacchino

(2010)

(10/06/09)
(2010)

Interim

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Robert Benson, Deputy Chief
Daniel Santos, Assistant Chief
Wesley Cassavant, Captain
Joseph Landry, Lieutenant
Scott Anderson, Training Lieutenant
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FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Robert Benson

(2010)

GAS PIPING &
PLUMBING INSPECTOR
Joseph Ciejka
Carl Marco

(2010)
(2010)

HARBORMASTER
Joseph Borlikoski

(2010)

HAZARDOUS WASTE COORDINATOR
Walter Ambach
(2010)
Brian Charron, Assistant
(2010)
Brian Charron
(2010)
David Tebo, Assistant
(2010)
HIGHWAY CLERK
Tammi Kemp

Interim

Alternate

Deceased 12/15/09

1/26/10

(2010)

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Jason Benoit
(2010)
HISTORICAL COMMISSION (7 MEMBER BOARD)
Barbara Rossman
(2010)
David Fitzgerald
(2010)
William Leslie
(2010)
Nancy Parker
(2011)
Amy Dugas
(2011)
Rotating 3-year terms
Richard Rossman
(2012)
Edwin Dow
(2012)
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HISTORICAL CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION
Peggy Walker
(2010)
INSECT & PEST CONTROL INSPECTOR
Jason Benoit
(2010)
LAKE WICKABOAG DREDGING ADMINISTRATORS
Melvin Dorman
(2010)
John Frizzell
(2010)
Jason Paquette
(2010)
LIBRARY CHILDREN’S SERVICES LIBRARIAN
Interim
Margot Christakis
LIBRARY CUSTODIAN
Clay Takorian

(2010)

LIBRARY DIRECTOR
Lisa Careau

(2010)

MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE
Timothy Morrell
Gordon DeWolf
Sonia Burke

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

MUNICIPALITIES ORGANIZED FOR REGIONAL
EFFECTIVENESS (MORE) REPRESENTATIVES
David Eisenthal
(2010)
Alternate
Barry Nadon, Jr.
(2010)
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MUSIC COMMITTEE
Susan LaBarge
Kevin Dorman
Kathy Savary
Leane Pierce
Dave Pierce
Tammy Tuttle
John Tuttle
David Frazier
Reed Savary
Valerie Kozec
Tina Fitzgerald
Cheryl Woodman
Heidi-Jo Kemp

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

OPEN SPACE IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE
Planning
Vacant
(2010)
Historical
Vacant
(2010)
LWPA
Vacant
(2010)
Conservation
Gordon DeWolf
(2010)
PARKING CLERK
Teresa Barrett

(2010)

POLICE DEPARTMENT
CHIEF OF POLICE
C. Thomas O’Donnell
SERGEANT
Charles Laperle
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FULL TIME POLICE OFFICERS
Harold Parker
Lifetime*
S. Patrick Swain
Lifetime*
Edwin Ward
(2011)
Matthew Letendre
(2010)
PART TIME POLICE OFFICERS
David Pierce
Lifetime*
Marissa Brown
Lifetime*
Brian Ayers
Lifetime*
Eric Mawhinney
(2010)
Kara Hartung
(2010)
Eric Iwaniec
(2010)
Herbert Duggan
(2010)
CONSTABLES
C. Thomas O’Donnell
Arthur Tatro
John Healy
David Pierce
Harold Parker
Michael H. Frew
Marissa Brown
Charles Laperle
S. Patrick Swain
Edwin Ward

3 year rollover
3 year rollover

3 year rollover
3 year rollover
3 year rollover

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

POLICE DEPARTMENT CLERK
Tammi Kemp
(2010)
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QUABOAG PLANTATION, 350TH ANNIVERSARY (2010)
COMMITTEE
Bill Jankins
(2010)
Ruth Lyon
(2010)
Richard Rossman
(2010)
Rob Lyon
(2010)
Brad Hibbard
(2010)
Merton Kenniston
(2010)
Bev Kenniston
(2010)
QUABOAG PLANTATION, 350TH ANNIVERSARY (2010)
LOCAL COMMITTEE

Barry J. Nadon, Jr.
Susan Nadon
Ron Benoit
LuAnn Benoit
Lisa Careau
Beverly Kenniston
Merton Kenniston
Cindy Laub
Rob Lyon
Ruth Lyon
Anne Marie Nolan
Dennis Martin
Sandy Martin
Jeff Robins
Dick Rossman
Barbara Rossman
Dana Searah
Pam Searah
Dan Sykes
Alan Weeks

Town of West Brookfield

(2010)
(2010)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
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QUABOAG SCHOOL MUNICIPAL REPRESENTATIVE
Barry J. Nadon, Jr.
(2010)
QUABOAG VALLEY BUSINESS ASST. CORP REP.
David Eisenthal
(2010)
RECREATION COMMITTEE
Paris Gogos
John Vayda
Teresa Barrett
John Schlosstein

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

REGATTA COMMITTEE
Ken Henneman
Mark Tuttle
Mark O’Donnell
Dave Callahan
Marc Pontbriand
Reed Savary

(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)
(2011)

REGIONAL TASK FORCE
Tom Long
David Eisenthal
Barry Nadon, Jr.

(2010)
(2010)
(2010)

REPRESENTATIVE TO CENTRAL DISPATCH
C. Thomas O’Donnell
(2010)
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ROCK HOUSE
Barry J. Nadon, Jr.
(2010)
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RIGHT TO KNOW MUNICIPAL COORDINATOR
Deceased
Walt Ambach
(2010)
Brian Charron
(2010)
SEXUAL HARASSMENT OFFICER
Teri Ann Roberts
(2010)
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Highway
Vacant
(2010)
Member at Large
Vacant
(2010)
Health
John Frizzell
(2010)
Selectmen
Johanna Barry
(2010)
Conservation
Gordon DeWolf
(2010)
Water
Robert Benson
(2010)
Planning
Diane Oliver
(2010)
SUPERINTENDENT SCREENING COMMITTEE
Barry J. Nadon, Jr.
(2010)
TOWN ACCOUNTANT
Marie Arsenault

(2010)

TOWN COUNSEL
Vacant

(2010)

TOWN HALL CUSTODIAN
Keith Bordeau

(2010)

TREE WARDEN
Jason Benoit

(2010)

VETERAN’S AGENT
Edwin LaMontagne

(2010)
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WAR MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
Ron Marchessault
(2010)
John Murphy
(2010)
Anna May Zabek
(2010)
WMCTF COMMITTEE (WESTERN MA CASINO TASK FORCE)
Representative
Tom Long
(2010)
Alternate
Barry Nadon, Jr.
(2010)
WHITE CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE
Madaline Arn
(2010)
Richard Rossman
(2010)
Charlotte Boos
(2010)
Barbara Rossman
(2010)
Ursula Couture
(2010)
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
(APPOINTMENTS TO BE MADE PRIOR TO MARCH 1ST)

Richard Aube
Kevin Dorman
Joan Veinot
David Broschart

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)
(2011)

George Hibbard

(2012)

ZONING OFFICER
Gary Simeone

(2010)
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LIST OF ELECTED OFFICIALS
* Indicates Chairperson. ( ) Indicates Term of Office

MODERATOR
Michael J. Frew

(2010)

TOWN CLERK
Sarah J. Allen

(2010)

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Tom Long *
David M. Eisenthal
Barry J. Nadon, Jr.

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)

TOWN TREASURER
Keith R. Arsenault

(2010)

TAX COLLECTOR
Teresa M. Barrett

(2010)

BOARD OF ASSESSORS
William F. Mansfield
Peggy J. Walker
Kevin G. Dorman

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)

BOARD OF HEALTH
John E. Frizzell, Sr.
Jason Paquette
Melvin F. Dorman

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)
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BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Mark A. Jordan*
(2010)
Joanne Bastien
(2010)
Linda Carpenter
(2011)
Michael Carr
(2011)
Evelyn Kwasniewski
(2010)
Paul D. Spencer
(2011)
Michael Ozbayrak
(2012)
Alexandra McNitt
(2012)

Resigned 6/6/09
Partial term (2011)

BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS
Robert E. Benson
(2010)
Barry J. Nadon, Sr.
(2011)
Lester Paquette, Sr.
(2012)
COMMON COMMITTEE
Robert Joseph Richard
Teri A. Roberts
Sarah Allen

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)

HOUSING AUTHORITY (5 YEAR TERMS)
Michael J. Frew
(2010)
Phyllis L. Warriner
(2010)
John J. Murphy
(2011)
Beverly Anderson
(2012)
Peggy Walker
(2014)
PLANNING BOARD
Joyce Diane Oliver
Merton E. Kenniston
Robert Lipovsky
Timothy S. Morrell
Robert J. Brodak
Town of West Brookfield

State Appt 5 yr term.

(2010)
(2011)
(2012)
(2013)
(2014)
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QUABOAG REGIONAL
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Dolores A. M. Morin
David A. O’Neill
Louise M. Fecteau
Laurie A. Herbert
Clifford G. Fountain
Thomas C. Baker
Lori L. Loughlin
John Dolan
Leane M. Pierce
Daniel Korzec
Renee Chisholm
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OUR TOWN
As we look forward to celebrating the 350th
“birthday” of our town, we thought it fitting to include
photographs of West Brookfield’s yester-years. We were
fortunate to acquire nine photos from the Wohlbrook
Collection.
Even though no specific time-period was identified, it
is no less a delight to be able to see familiar sites around
town as they were in years long gone by. Some things
change a lot while others not so much. Whether these
photographs bring you for a stroll down memory lane or
they cause you to ponder their exact location…
It is our hope that you will enjoy them.
We are also including a few photographs taken at the
Grand Ball in January. Our Town Hall played host to a
marvelously gala event. Both town folks and visiting
guests arrived in stunning style ready to embrace the
evening’s festivities.

Town of West Brookfield
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Corner of Milk and West Main Streets

Methodist Church
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82

Annual Report 2009

Town Common Fountain with Congregational Church in background

Merriam Library
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Route 9 heading East

School Street School
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Benson’s House on Central Street with Town Hall in background

Milk Street Schoolhouse with bell and children in front
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Cooke House and Sacred Heart Church

West Brookfield
Town Hall is
decked out in
finery to host the
350th Quaboag
Plantation Gala
Ball on 2 January
2010.
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Guests arrive!

Their attire wonderfully celebrating the
various eras of Quaboag Plantation’s
exciting existence.

Douglas and Betty “Babs” Martell

Merton and Beverly Kenniston
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Sandy Martin and Dennis Martin

Richard and Deborah Simmons
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Richard and Barbara Rossman

Talya Westbrook, David Eisenthal, Eric and Jaclyn Von Bleicken
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Jason and Chrys Paquette

Robert and Ruth Lyon
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Although our town was birthed during uncertain and turbulent
times…
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She has endured to become a spectacular place to call home.

Thank you to Marie Arsenault for allowing us to use her photographs from
the Gala Ball and Bob Potvin for sharing his photographs which capture
the beauty that is West Brookfield.

Town of West Brookfield
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PARKING CLERK
LERK
During 2009, 70 parking tickets were issued. Three
hundred fifteen dollars ($315.00) was collected and turned
over to the Treasurer.
Many of the violations were attributed to unauthorized All Night Parking and the Winter Parking Ban.
However, there is a decline of Town Beach Parking
Violations.
Please be advised that from November 1st through
April 1st there is a parking ban in effect during the hours
of 1:00 am to 6:00 am. To obtain a beach parking sticker,
please inquire at the Police Department of Selectmen’s
office.

Respectfully submitted,
Teresa Barrett, Parking Clerk
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PLANNING BOARD
Research and discussion continued during the first
quarter of the calendar year on a wind turbine regulation
for West Brookfield. After a public hearing, it was added
as an article to the warrant for the annual Town Meeting
on May 12, 2009. The article was approved at the
meeting. The regulation was developed using The
American Wind Energy Association recommendations and
several samples of regulations approved or drafted by
other Massachusetts towns.
During the year, the Board reviewed a total of five
Approval Not Required (ANR) plans, which required
board action. The Board also approved, after public
hearing, a subdivision for two lots named “Frank Court”
located off Shea Road.
The Board is currently reviewing Back Lot Zoning
Regulations for many nearby MA towns in an effort to
determine if a back lot zoning regulation would be
appropriate for the town. It is believed that Back Lot
Zoning could allow development of a back lot without the
current requirement of the creation of a subdivision. This
could result in the development of fewer lots in back lot
areas. This project will continue into 2010.

Respectfully submitted,
The West Brookfield Planning Board
Timothy Morrell, Chairman
Robert Lipovsky
Merton Kenniston
Kristin McCarthy, Secretary
Town of West Brookfield

Robert Brodak
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
This past year was one of relative calm for the West
Brookfield Police Department. Calls for service, in 2009,
were at a three-year low, 3,708 from 2008. We continued
to see a reduction in the violent crime rate, though a
slight increase in property crime. We hope this trend
continues into 2010.
During 2009, the department worked with the Board
of Health, the Quaboag Regional School District, and the
Warren Police and Board of Health on planning for the
H1N1 flu. The culmination of this work resulted in two
successful flu clinics run in December 2009 and January
2010. We continue to work with the Board of Health and
other agencies on pandemic planning.
During 2009, planning began for events related to
the Quaboag Plantation’s 350th Anniversary Celebrations.
With the many events planned for the upcoming year,
careful public safety planning is a necessity. The
department looks forward to working with our partners
on the Anniversary Committee and public safety officials
from all member towns to insure all our events are safe
and enjoyable.
We would like to congratulate Paul Lupacchino on
his appointment as Chief of the West Brookfield Fire
Department. Chief Lupacchino has served the Town
through the Fire Department and Rescue Squad since his
teens. His dedication to the residents of West Brookfield
is unmatched and we look forward to working with him in
this new role.
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This past year marked the passing of a good friend
and public servant, Firefighter Walter Ambach. In his
capacity as Hazardous Materials Coordinator for the
Town, we worked with Walt on a weekly basis. I will
always remember Walt’s constant smile and easy manner.
He will be missed.
Finally, on a personal note, on behalf of my family
and me, I would like to thank you all for the continued
sympathy and support we have received since the passing
of my wife Eileen, in October. It is hard to put into words
how much this has meant to the children and me as we
learn to deal with our loss. We have been truly blessed
and humbled by the support we have received.

Respectfully submitted,
Chief C. Thomas O’Donnell, Jr.
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The following are examples of calls for service handled by
the Department in 2009.
911-Hang up

64

Abandoned MV

2

Alarms

113

Animal calls

136

Assist citizen

186

Assault

Assist other agencies

111

Burglary

11

4

Bomb Scare

2

Building check

46

Carbon Monoxide alarm

5

Complaint /non-specific

94

Disturbance

49

Disabled vehicle

65

Domestic Disturbance

33

Escort

38

Assist Fire Department

74

Forgery/Fraud

Gunshots

10

Hazardous incident

15

1

Illegal dumping

6

Investigation/non-specific

30

Juvenile offenses

2

Larceny

15

Lockout
Missing persons

47

Medical emergency

9

Motor Vehicle accident

Compliant motor vehicle
operations
Motor Vehicle – stop

53
873

Notification

Officer initiated/non-specific

295

Property damage/vandalism

Annoying calls
Psychiatric Emergency
Repossession
Safety Hazard
Snow Ban
Suspicious activity
Trespass
Serve warrant

Town of West Brookfield

Motor Vehicle Investigation

6

4
68

24
8
10

Serve restraining order

19

Sever summons

69

122

Records check

Stolen vehicle

5

82

8

Lost/found property

14

453

Threat

4
94
7

5

Traffic control

299

21

Welfare check

60
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The 873 motor vehicle stops conducted by the Department, in
2009, had the following results:
Criminal Complaints
Arrests
Verbal Warnings

25
6
397

Civil Infractions
Written Warnings
Voided for Procedural Error

137
319
2

During 2009, eighty-one (81) people were charged with crimes and
two (2) were taken into protective custody. The following is a
summary of the charges filed.
Assault and Battery

15

Aggravated Assault

1

Burglary

3

Assault and Battery with
Dangerous Weapon
Larceny

1
10

OUI

5

Warrant Arrests

12

Possession Class B Substance

1

Possession of Class D
Substance
Reckless/Negligent
Operation of a Vehicle
Uninsured Vehicle

Suspended/Revoked License
1

Unlicensed Operation

7

Abuse Prevention Order
Violation
Possession of a Class E
Substance
Possession of Alcohol in Public

Disorderly Conduct

2

Possession of Fireworks

Possession of Liquor –
under 21
Possession of Firearm
w/o FID
Indecent Assault and
Battery – victim over 14
Harassment

3

Operating with Revoked
Registration
Possession of Firearm or
Ammunition w/o FID
Annoying Calls

Malicious Destruction of
Property
Sex Offender Failure to
Register
Conspiracy
Leaving the Scene of an
Accident

Town of West Brookfield

10

3
5

1
1
4

3
1
1
1
1
2
3

Witness Intimidation

1

Credit Card Fraud

1

Forgery

1

3
1
1
1
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PROCUREMENT OFFICER
The Uniform Procurement Act MGL Chapter 30B
and Massachusetts Statutes for Construction Contracts
summarize the procurement procedures necessary for the
purchase of supplies and services, for the disposal of
surplus property, for advertising and awarding contracts
for construction projects including but not limited to work
on bridges, roads, construction materials, streets, parks,
sewers, water mains, landfills and other improvements.
The Town of West Brookfield continues to strive
toward total compliance with all areas of these statutes.
Respectfully submitted,
Johanna Barry, Procurement Officer

PUBLIC ACCESS TELEVISION
Local Access (aka West Brookfield Public Access
Television, PEG or WBTV) has made significant
advances, in 2009, in consistent local and regional
programming for Channel 11 – Public Access and
continued informational bulletins.
Equipment:
1. Purchase of a second 300 disc carousel DVD player
that works in congress with broadcast programming
for two reasons:
a. To take up overflow programming from the
first carousel.
b. In case, the first carousel breaks down.

Town of West Brookfield
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Programming:
2. New technology in downloadable programming from
New England and beyond has provided terrific free
programs that continuously evolve and are presented
on Channel 11.
Volunteers:
3. Outreach for volunteer producers via word of mouth
and the Channel 11 bulletin board continue. Despite
periodic contacts with the community, very little
participation has occurred. This will be a process.
4. On the plus side, we still have one research volunteer
producer who helps with reviewing archived tapes
and assisting in organizational issues as needed.
Bulletin Board:
5. WBTV has increased the number of local event
bulletins. In addition, as a test for future
Underwriters for the station, we have displayed
several local businesses on the bulletin board for
free. Feedback has shown that either the business
owners haven’t tracked how their clients come to
them or they have been doing diligence and report a
definite increase in business due to the bulletins.
Starting in June or July, all local business bulletins
will be converted to Underwriter status where the
businesses will support a particular show or the
station in general. Fees will be modest.
Show Duplication Promotion:
6. Especially as we increase our production, we will
further promote the sale of show duplication.
Town of West Brookfield

100

Annual Report 2009

Notes for 2010
2010:
10:
7. The primary goal for 2010 will be to increase
programming of all genres and to encourage local
production. This will be accomplished by:
a. Further involvement with the Quaboag High
School in association with their Media
Department. We have already had
preliminary discussions on this and they are
interested in writing a grant to help develop a
teaching/internship program.
b. Encourage the West Brookfield Elementary
School to tape events or programs.
c. Pursue additional free and/or low cost
programming from outside the community.
d. Promote local residents to become
“producers”.
8. Additional funding will, hopefully come from the sale
of dated equipment. Permission from the Selectmen
for that sale has already been requested.

Respectfully submitted,
Barry Gillogly
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QUABOAG VALLEY COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Quaboag Valley Business Assistance Corporation
In 2009, the Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation (CDC) and its affiliate agency,
the Quaboag Valley Business Assistance Corporation
(BAC) continued to focus on community economic
development issues, particularly through assistance to
small businesses. The Board of Directors of the BAC
includes a representative appointed by the Selectmen
from each of the fifteen participant towns. David
Eisenthal is the appointee from the Town of West
Brookfield.
The BAC makes small business loans using funds
from a CDBG grant through the Town of Palmer for the
benefit of fourteen towns in the region. The BAC also has
a line of credit with seven area banks:

Bank of America
Country Bank for Savings
Family First Bank
Monson Savings Bank
North Brookfield Savings Bank
Southbridge Savings Bank
Spencer Savings Bank
In 2009, seven loans were approved totaling $216,000.
These loans were in the following towns: Brimfield,
Brookfield, Monson, Palmer, Ware and Warren.
The CDC continued to provide direct assistance to
small businesses throughout the year, interacting with
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102

Annual Report 2009

100 businesses within the region. Of these, 60 received at
least one hour of individual business technical assistance
with an average of 9.7 hours each. In some cases this was
in-house business planning assistance. In other cases, it
was outside consulting with attorneys, accountants,
computer specialists, bookkeepers and marketing consultants. All was underwritten by a grant from the
Massachusetts Department of Business Development. In
the Town of West Brookfield, two businesses were
assisted.
Computer training to businesses, employees and the
general public continued through the CDC, in 2009, in
three locations: Palmer, Ware and Brimfield. Seventyone individuals received training, including seven from
West Brookfield. Of these seven, three received full
scholarships in the form of fee waivers to income-eligible
persons.
The two organizations continued to be supported by
local municipalities, libraries and banks. Three banks
supported new fundraising efforts this year totaling over
$100,000. They are Country Bank for Savings, North
Brookfield Savings and Family First Bank.
Residents are encouraged to contact the CDC with
business financing, training or technical assistance needs
by calling 413413-967967-3001 or visiting the website:
www.qvcdc.com.
www.qvcdc.com
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Rutherford, Executive Director
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RESCUE SQUAD
The West Brookfield Rescue Squad responded to over
five hundred twenty five “911” calls in 2009, our 57th year
of service to West Brookfield. Our call volume continues
to increase yearly, nearly 25% in 2009. This is more than
a 100% increase from 2005. The majority of calls are for
medical emergencies, but the numbers also reflect motor
vehicle accidents, assisting the Fire Department at fire
scenes, lift assists, and patient refusals.
The Rescue Squad currently has twenty-one active
EMTs. Seven of these members are new, and the result of
our active effort to recruit and financially support their
EMT training. We will soon add two more EMTs, who are
completing their training. Our goal continues to be to
provide the Town of West Brookfield with 24 hours a day,
7 days a week emergency service. In the spring of 2009,
with more active EMTs available, the squad changed its
emergency response from a “volunteer response” to a paid
on-call shift schedule system. The monthly schedule gives
24/7 coverage with four 8-hour shifts. This change was
done at no cost to the community and we have found that
this program has allowed us to cover all of our
calls. At times, however, when a full crew is unavailable
or additional ambulances are needed, we continue to rely
on neighboring towns for mutual aid. We also rely on
these towns for ALS (Advanced Life Support) for patients
as needed.
In order to meet the demand for our increasing call
volume and our goal of complete 24-hour coverage, the
Rescue Squad continues to need more EMTs. Baystate
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Mary Lane Hospital offers EMT courses thru its
Community Outreach Department. The next scheduled
course is September 2010. Participants that complete the
course and join the squad will be reimbursed the tuition
fee, after the successful completion of a membership
application, pre-employment physical and a probationary
period of active service. With financial difficulties facing
many, the WBRS is again able to offer scholarships to
qualifying students, who are able to make a commitment
of service to the squad.
West Brookfield Rescue Squad welcomes new
members at any time. Anyone interested in joining can
contact President Paul Lupacchino (508-867-3742) or any
other squad member.
West Brookfield Rescue Squad always has been
committed to giving back to the community. First
Responder and CPR training is provided free of charge to
various town departments, as needed, and offered to the
public throughout the year, time permitting. The Rescue
Squad maintains the Automatic External Defibrillators
(AEDs) in the following locations: Elementary School,
Senior Center, Library and the Town Hall, all free of
charge to the community. With this dedication West
Brookfield has been designated a heart safe community
by Central Mass Regional Office of Emergency Medical
Services and the American Heart Association.
The cost of operating the Rescue Squad continues to
rise, not only with the above-mentioned community
services provided, but a large anticipated expense is in
the near future, a replacement Ambulance. This expense
has an anticipated cost of today’s price tag of nearly
$200,000.00. This expenditure will be needed very soon, as
the current Ambulance is over 10 years old. All of the
Town of West Brookfield
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Rescue Squad’s expenses are covered by utilizing the
monies collected from insurance company reimbursements for services; the Annual Subscription Drive, as well
as the Memorial and general contributions given
generously throughout the year. Our services continue to
be offered to the Town of West Brookfield for “ZERO” tax
dollars and without your continued generosity, it would be
very difficult to continue this service.
Please remember the West Brookfield Rescue Squad
is a state licensed “EMERGENCY TRANSPORT”
ambulance. We are unable to provide transport to the
hospital for non-emergency evaluations, treatments or
appointments under our state license.
Please call 911, the EMERGENCY ONLY number,
when a LIFE THREATENING or MEDICAL
EMERGENCY arises.
We would like to thank the residents of West
Brookfield for their continued support of our efforts. We
appreciate the continued financial support through the
subscription drive, memorial contributions and other
generous donations throughout the years. And as always,
we would like to thank our Families, the Police, Fire,
Highway and Central Dispatch for their help and support,
when needed.

Respectfully submitted,
Board of Directors, West Brookfield Rescue Squad
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STORMWATER AUTHORITY
In 2008, we re-applied for a 319 Grant from
MassDEP with the help of ESS Group, Incorporated. We
are pleased to state that the Town of West Brookfield was
awarded $62,400.00 in matching funds to address drainage
and stormwater runoff at the north end of the lake on
Wickaboag Valley Road; as well as to provide educational
opportunities to area farmers to address the same. The
construction of a subsurface filtering system and the
replacement of six catch basins were recently completed
with assistance from the Town’s Highway and Water
Departments. The Authority is now ramping up to begin
its educational efforts.
The Authority is also in the process of re-reviewing
the 2007 study by ESS Group, Incorporated, which
identified ten (10) existing sites where stormwater runoff
is an issue, in an effort to identify the next potential
project for the Authority. It is the intention of the
Authority to apply for another 319 Grant in the near
future.

Respectfully submitted,
Gordon DeWolf, Chairman
Johanna Barry
Jason Benoit
Robert Benson
John Frizzell
Diane Oliver-Jenson
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TAX COLLECTOR
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TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
The Technology Committee continues its effort to
serve all departments in Town Hall with their technology
needs, requests and support. This year we installed an
internal server for the Assessor’s Department at their
request. With the purchase of a computer, all of the
Assessor’s data is backed up to this internal server rather
than the Dell server due to an incompatibility of software
between the Assessor’s and the Dell Server. This
resolution seems to be working out fine for this
department. The only other purchase we made was a
laptop for the Police Department, which the Committee
paid half the cost.
We have experienced a few problems during the year
with the backups but have resolved the issues each time
but the server is almost five years old and beginning to
show signs of age. Along these lines, many of the
computers for the departments are older and we must
look to replace them soon, before they ‘die’ on them and
the departments are in a position of not having a
computer for a period of time. We are working with the
Advisory Committee to come up with a feasible plan for
this while keeping an eye on the budget.
No other major purchases were made during the
year, only minor ones. We rebuilt the Board of
Selectmen’s computer used by Johanna Barry when she
had issues with it and it was no longer functioning. We
were able to install a new operating system and basically
started fresh with a new system even though it is an old
computer. Her computer houses the software that
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controls and monitors the temperature in the Town Hall
so it was necessary to keep this computer using whatever
means we could.
We continue to keep some older equipment on hand
just in case we need to utilize it for any department
should we have a need to quickly replace one in case of a
problem.
We will continue to provide the support needed by all
of the departments with their technology requirements.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary M. Simeone, Chairman
Members:
Richard Walters
Madelyn Tivnan

The ‘Quaboag Plantation’ August 1675
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TOWN CLERK
Worcester, SS.
To Either of the Constables of the Town of West Brookfield in the County of
Worcester, Greetings:
In the NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,
MASSACHUSETTS
you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town,
qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs, to meet at the WEST
BROOKFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 89 NORTH MAIN STREET in
said WEST BROOKFIELD on TUESDAY the TWENTIETH day of
JANUARY 2009,
2009 at 6:00PM then and there to act on the following articles:
Article 1
To see if the Town will vote to Transfer from Free Cash the sum of $69,000.00
to pay off a Water Department Tank Loan and also the sum of $135,096.00 to
pay off a Fourth Filter Water Loan; or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Selectmen)
(Advisory Committee Recommendation Pending)
Article 2
To see if the Town will vote to establish a “Water Stabilization Account”, or
take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Selectmen)
(Advisory Committee Recommendation Pending)
Article 3
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of
$2,372,008.46 into the Water Stabilization Account, or take any other action
relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Selectmen)
(Advisory Committee Recommendation Pending)
AND you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies at
the BULLETIN BOARD in the front entrance way of the TOWN HALL, in
said Town, FOURTEEN (14) days at least before the time of holding said
meeting.
HEREOF FAIL NOT, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doing
thereon, to the Town Clerk, the time and place of meetings, as aforesaid.
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Given under our hands this 16th day of December in the year of our Lord two
thousand eight.
_____________________________
_____________________________ A TRUE COPY. ATTEST:
_____________________________
Selectmen of West Brookfield
_____________________________
Constable
Worcester, SS
December ______, 2008 AM PM
Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified and warned the inhabitants
of the TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD by posting an attested copy of the
same on the Bulletin Board in the front entrance of the WEST
BROOKFIELD TOWN HALL fourteen (14) days at least before the time of
holding said meeting.
Constable of WEST BROOKFIELD
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2009
With a quorum present at all times, the following actions were taken:
Voted to allow the following non-voters to speak:
Johanna Barry, Executive Secretary
Voted to allow the following non-voters to sit with the Board of Selectmen:
Johanna Barry, Executive Secretary
Article 1
Voted unanimously to Transfer from Free Cash the sum of $63,250.00 to pay
off a Water Department Tank Loan and also the sum of $135,076.00 to pay
off a Fourth Filter Water Loan.
Article 2
A motion was made and second to dispense
dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval. Voted to establish a “Water Stabilization
Account”.
Article 3
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $2,308,778.46 to be
placed in the Water Stabilization Account.
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2009
2009 Annual Town Meeting Warrant
and the
Advisory Committee
Report
ELECTION - Tuesday, May 5th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
West Brookfield Senior Center
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING - Tuesday, May 12th, 7:00 p.m.
West Brookfield Elementary School
_________________________________________________
__________________________
_______________________
PLEASE BRING THIS REPORT TO THE ANNUAL
TOWN MEETING FOR YOUR PERSONAL REFERENCE.
West Brookfield Advisory Committee
The Advisory Committee members are appointed by the Selectmen for three
year overlapping terms and we are charged with reviewing and making
recommendations on all articles that appear in any warrant presented to the
voters of West Brookfield. In calendar year 2008, we met twenty-four times
at an average of two hours per meeting to fulfill our responsibilities.
Agendas for all of our meetings are now posted on TVWB and agendas and
minutes are posted on the WB web page.
During 2008, committee members Bev Kenniston elected to step down and we
lost Peter Day to cancer. We will miss them in our deliberations, but we are
fortunate to welcome Nicole Allen, Jack Tivnan and Diane Vayda who bring
new and fresh perspectives to our discussions.
As we looked at the fiscal year 2009 financial requests to support West
Brookfield operational services, the clouds we saw on the horizon last year
turned into a severe storm. The national and state economies are in
recession. State support for cities and towns has been reduced 10% for fiscal
year ending June 30, 2009 and we are expecting additional reductions for
fiscal year 2010. Local property tax increases are limited to two and one-half
percent and new growth in real estate activities and fee income sources have
substantially diminished. In response, the West Brookfield Board of
Selectmen has requested all departments to trim 5% from their approved
fiscal year 2009 budgeted expenditures. For fiscal 2010, the Advisory
Committee has requested that cost of living salary adjustments be limited to
2% (3% in prior years) and that budgeted expenses (excluding salary
adjustments) be limited to 95% of the approved fiscal year 2009 budgeted
expenses. It is too early in the process to project our share of the Quaboag
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Regional School budget, but we expect the increase for fiscal year 2010 to be
less than the 8% increase for fiscal 2009. If the Governor has to cut expenses
again in the next fiscal year, as he has had to do twice this fiscal year, we will
have to revisit our projections and respond accordingly.
During this last year, we again compiled the capital spending
requirements for the next five years and were provided with the
following estimates:
Police Department

$2,000,000 Under review

Fire Department Expansion

$700,000

Fire Department Equipment

$21,700

WB Elementary School
Quaboag Middle/High School
Highway
Road Maintenance
Vehicle Replacements
Water Department – wells,
pipes and filters
Estimated Total

No activity at this time

Thermal imaging camera &
Turnout gear
$1,050,000 Repairs & replacements
$156,000

Repairs & replacements

$2,000,000 Town and Chapter 90 funds
$865,400

Fleet account projections

$1,500,000

Funded in part with MTBE
Settlement

$8,293,100

The Advisory Committee will be reviewing these items in more detail during
2009. Voters may be asked to fund some of these expenditures at the 2009
town meetings and some will be postponed to future years. We are also
looking into grants, loans and other resources to fund some of these items.
Our continuing updated vehicle purchase analysis for the next five years
shared with voters at the town meetings has proven to be a useful tool.
After discussions with department managers, we have deferred for two years
a decision to purchase a new fire truck and considered less expensive options
for replacing police and fire vehicles.
With all of our financial needs and limited resources, we are going to have to continue to
carefully manage our budget priorities over the next several years.
Respectfully submitted,
Albert Collings, Chair
Nichole Allen
Phil Landine
Roy Roberts
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Town of West Brookfield
*****Annual Town Meeting*****
Worcester, SS.
To Either of the Constables of the Town of West Brookfield in the County of
Worcester, Greetings. In the NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the
inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs, to
meet at the WEST BROOKFIELD SENIOR CENTER on 73 Central Street in
said WEST BROOKFIELD ON TUESDAY, the FIFTH day of MAY 2009 at
8:00 AM until 8:00 PM, then and there to elect by ballot the following Town
Officers in article #1, and at the WEST BROOKFIELD ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL in said WEST BROOKFIELD on TUESDAY the TWELFTH day of
MAY 2009 at 7:00 PM, then and there to act on the following articles:
Article 1
To bring in their votes for one (1) Selectman for 3 years, one (1) Assessor for 3 years, one (1)
Board of Health Member for 3 years, two (2) Library Trustees for 3 years, one (1) Water
Commissioner for 3 years, one (1) Common Committee Member for 3 years, one (1) Planning
Board Member for 5 years, one (1) Housing Authority Member for 5 years, four (4) Quaboag
Regional School Committee Members for 3 years, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by Town Clerk)

Article
Article 2
To hear and act upon the Annual Reports of the Town Officers and
Committees, or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 3
To see if the Town will vote to determine the compensation to be paid to the
following elected Town Officers:
FY’09
FY’10
Recommended
Moderator
$150.00
$150.00
Selectmen, each member
$1,800.00
$1,800.00
Selectmen, Chairman
$2,000.00
$2,000.00
Town Treasurer
$26,602.00
$27,134.00
Tax Collector
$29,948.15
$30,547.11
Assessors, two members
$1,200.00
$1,200.00
Assessors, Clerk
$47,422.67
$48,855.00
Board of Health, two members
$800.00
$800.00
Board of Health, Chairman
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
Town Clerk
$24,826.40
$25,322.93
Water Commissioners
$350.00 each $350.00 each
or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Advisory Board)
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Article 4
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from
available funds in the Treasury, such sums of money as listed in the Advisory
Committee Report and as amended as may be necessary to defray the
expenses of the Town for the Fiscal Year 2009- 2010, and to vote that any
State reimbursements which result in available funds to the Quaboag
Regional School District, in excess of the approved budget, shall be used to
reduce the Town’s assessment, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Advisory Committee)
Article 5
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from
available funds in the Treasury a sum of money to be placed in the Reserve
Fund to provide for extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures under the
provisions of Chapter 40, Section 6 of the General Laws known as the
Reserve Fund, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Advisory Committee)
Article 6
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from
available funds in the Treasury a sum of money to pay principal and interest
payments owed on bonds for the West Brookfield Elementary School, or take
any other action relative thereto. (Sponsored by the Town Treasurer)
Article 7
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from
available funds in the Treasury a sum of money to pay West Brookfield’s
share of the principal and interest payments owed on bonds for the Quaboag
Regional Middle/High School, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Town Treasurer)
Article 8
To see if the Town will vote pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ to
authorize the use of a revolving fund to pay cemetery related expenses which
fund shall be credited with receipts from various Burial Grounds Commission
fees, such expenditures not to exceed $16,000.00 in fiscal year 2009/2010, or
take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Burial Grounds Commission)
Article 9
To see if the Town will vote pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ to
authorize the use of a revolving fund to pay Police Officer Detail Expenses,
which fund shall be credited with receipts from various Details fees, such
expenditures not to exceed $25,000.00 in fiscal year 2009/2010, or take any
other action relative thereto. (Sponsored by the Police Department)
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Article 10
To see if the Town will vote pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ to
authorize the Stormwater Authority use of a revolving fund, which fund shall
be credited with receipts from various Stormwater Authority fees, such
expenditures not to exceed $25,000.00 in fiscal year 2009/2010, or take any
other action relative thereto. (Sponsored by the Stormwater Authority)
Article 11
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Water Commissioners to employ
their Licensed Water Commissioners at Grade 1 Step 1 ($10.19 per hour) for
standby duty and emergency work in the absence of the Superintendent in
Fiscal Year 2009/2010, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
Article 12
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from
available funds in the Treasury the sum of $4,500.00 to complete a
Revaluation, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Board of Assessors)
Article 13
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from
available funds in the Treasury the sum of $15,500.00 to make repairs to the
Wigwam Landfill, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Board of Health)

Article 14
To see if the Town will vote to Transfer the sum of $250,000.00 from the
Water Stabilization Account for New Source Development at Well #2, Leland
Road, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
Article 15
To see if the Town will vote to Transfer the sum of $10,000.00 from the Water
Stabilization Account to the Water Expense Account to pay for unforeseen
maintenance at the plant and a test well, or take any other action relative
thereto. (Sponsored by the Water Department)

Article 16
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To see if the Town will vote to Transfer the sum of $20,000.00 from the Water
Stabilization Account for continuation of work on East Main Street to Maple
Street, or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
Article 17
To see if the Town will, pursuant to MGL c. 82A, s2, vote to designate the
Board of Selectmen as the means by which the Town shall designate the
Board or Officer to issue permits for the purpose of creating a trench as that
term is defined by MGL c. 82A, s4 and 520 CMR 14.00; or take any other
action relative thereto. (Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen)
Article
Article 18
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the following parcels of land held as
tax possessions to the care and custody of the West Brookfield Conservation
Commission:
543 West Main Street
map 54 parcel 1
557 West Main Street
map 54 parcel 7
Or to take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Conservation Commission)
Article 19
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 4.1 of the Zoning Bylaw
(Dimensional Requirements - Basic Requirements) by adding the following
phrase to the end of the sentence: “and except as provided in Section 9 of the
Open Space Residential Bylaw.”; or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 20
To see if the Town will vote to adopt a new Zoning Bylaw being CHAPTER 11
Wind Energy Systems as written below:

CHAPTER 11 - WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS
1.0 Purpose and Applicability
1.1 Purpose
The purpose of this bylaw is to provide for the construction and operation of
wind energy facilities and to provide standards for the placement, design,
construction, monitoring, modification and removal of wind energy facilities
that address public safety, minimize impacts on scenic, natural and historic
resources of the town and provide adequate financial assurance for removal
of discontinued facilities.
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1.2 Applicability
This bylaw applies to all wind energy facilities proposed to be constructed
after the effective date of this section, and to modifications of existing wind
energy facilities that materially alter the type, configuration, or size of such
facilities or other related equipment.
1.3 Permit
Small wind energy facilities meeting the requirements of the Bylaw shall be
allowed in all zoning districts pursuant to a permit issued by the Building
Inspector.
1.4 Special Permit
Large wind energy facilities and utility-scale wind energy facilities meeting
the requirements of the Bylaw shall be allowed in all zoning districts
pursuant to a special permit issued by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
A special permit shall be granted if the special permit granting authority
finds in writing that:
1. The specific site is an appropriate location for such use;
2. The wind energy facility will not pose a hazard to persons, animals,
buildings or vehicles;
3. The wind energy facility will not create a nuisance or otherwise adversely
affect the surrounding neighborhood;
4. Adequate and appropriate facilities will be provided for the proper
operation and maintenance of the use;
5. The proposed design is adequate and appropriate for the site.
The special permit granting authority may impose reasonable conditions,
safeguards and limitations on time and use and may require the applicant to
implement reasonable measures to mitigate or eliminate potential adverse
impacts caused by use of the wind energy facility.
2. Definitions
Building Integrated Wind Energy Facility: A wind energy facility
permanently mounted on a building or other inhabitable structure. This
definition applies to wind turbines of any capacity that are designed to be
operated in direct contact with a building.
Bylaw: The Town of West Brookfield Zoning Bylaw.
Height: The height of a wind turbine measured from natural grade to the tip
of the rotor blade at its highest point, or blade-tip height.
Large Wind Energy Facility: a wind energy facility with a rated nameplate
capacity of greater than 100kW/0.1MW.
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OnOn-Site Wind Facility: A large wind energy facility located at a commercial,
industrial, agricultural, institutional, or public facility that will generate
electricity primarily for on-site use.
Rated Nameplate Capacity: The maximum rated output of electric power
production equipment. This output is typically specified by the manufacturer
with a “nameplate” on the equipment.
Shadow/Flicker: Shadow flicker is caused by sunlight passing through the
swept area of the wind turbine’s blades, creating a stroboscopic effect.
Site (or Project Site): The lot or lots on which a wind energy facility is
located, together with all mandatory setback areas, if any, extending beyond
the boundaries of such lot or lots.
Small Wind Energy Facility: a wind energy facility with a rated nameplate
capacity of not more than 100kW/ 0.1MW.
UtilityUtility-Scale Wind Energy Facility: A commercial wind energy facility, where
the primary use of the facility is electrical generation to be sold to the
wholesale electricity markets.
Wind Energy Facility: All equipment, machinery and structures utilized on a
single site in connection with the conversion of wind to electricity. This
includes, but is not limited to: transmission, storage, collection and supply
equipment, substations, transformers, service and access roads, and one or
more wind turbines.
Wind Monitoring or Meteorological Tower: A temporary tower equipped with
devices to measure wind speeds and direction. A meteorological tower is used
to determine how much wind power a site can be expected to generate.
Wind turbine: A device that converts kinetic wind energy into rotational
energy that drives an electrical generator. A wind turbine typically consists of
a tower, nacelle body, and a rotor with two or more blades.
3. General Requirements for Wind Energy Facilities
The following requirements are common to all wind energy facilities and
must be followed in addition to the technology or class specific requirements.
All wind energy facilities shall be constructed and operated in a manner that
minimizes any adverse visual, safety, and environmental impacts.
3.1 Compliance with Laws, Ordinances and Regulations
The construction and operation of all wind energy facilities shall be
consistent with all applicable local, state and federal requirements, including
but not limited to all applicable safety, construction, environmental,
electrical, communications and FAA aviation requirements.

3.2 Proof of Liability Insurance
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The applicant shall be required to provide evidence of liability insurance in
an amount, and for a duration sufficient to cover loss or damage to persons
and property occasioned by the construction and use of any wind energy
facility.
3.3 Site Control
The applicant shall submit proof of control of the project site sufficient to
allow for installation and use of the proposed wind energy facility.
Documentation shall include proof of control over setback areas and adequate
access to the wind energy facility from a public way. Control shall include the
legal authority to prevent the use or construction of any structure for human
habitation within the setback areas.
3.4 Utility Notification
No wind energy facility shall be installed until evidence has been given that
the applicable utility company has been informed of its customer’s intent to
install such facility, and has approved such installation as necessary. Off-grid
systems shall be exempt from this requirement.
3.5 Utility Connections
To the extent reasonably possible, depending on soil conditions, shape, and
topography of the site and the requirements of the utility provider, utility
connections from the wind energy facility shall be located underground.
Electrical transformers for utility interconnections may be above ground if
required by the utility provider.
3.6 Accessory Structures
All structures accessory to a wind energy facility, including, but not limited
to, equipment shelters, storage facilities, transformers, and substations, shall
be architecturally compatible with each other and shall be contained within
the turbine tower whenever technically and economically feasible. Whenever
reasonable, such structures should be shaded from view by vegetation and/or
located in an underground vault and joined or clustered to avoid adverse
visual impacts.
3.7 Meteorological Towers (Met Towers)
Met towers shall be permitted under the same standards applicable to small
wind energy facilities, except that a permit for a temporary met tower shall
be valid for only 3 years.
4. General Siting Standards
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4.1 Minimum Site Areas
Building integrated wind energy systems must be located on a site within the
control of the applicant having a continuous area of no less than 5000 sq. ft.
Small wind energy facilities and on-site wind energy facilities must be
located on a site within the control of the applicant having a continuous area
of no less than one acre per tower. All other wind energy facilities must be
located on a site within the control of the applicant having a continuous area
of no less than five acres per tower.
4.2 Setbacks:
Wind turbines shall be set back a distance equal to 110% of the total height
of the wind turbine from all inhabited structures, overhead utility lines,
public or private ways or access easements, and property boundaries. No
wind energy facility may be installed in a front yard or between a way or
access easement and the front of an inhabited building.
Pursuant to a special permit, the special permit granting authority may
reduce the minimum setback distance as appropriate, based on site-specific
considerations, or written consent of the affected abutter(s), if the project
satisfies all other criteria for the granting of a special permit under the
provisions of the Bylaw.
4.3 Height
Height
The height of Wind energy facilities in the general and neighborhood
residence districts will be limited to the maximum structure height for
building or structures in the respective district. The height of small wind
energy facilities in the rural residence district shall be no higher than 100
feet. Large wind energy facilities in the rural residence district shall have a
height of no more than 175 feet.
Pursuant to a special permit, the special permit granting authority may allow
wind energy facilities of greater height than set forth herein only upon the
applicant’s demonstration that such greater height is necessary for operation
of the facility, and the facility satisfies all other criteria for the granting of a
special permit under the provisions of the Bylaw.
Allowable Wind Turbine Height
Small Wind
Turbine
100 ft
35 ft
40 ft
N/A

District
Rural Residence
Neighborhood Residence
General
Town Common Overlay

Large Wind
Turbine
175 ft
N/A
N/A
N/A

4.4 Multiple Turbines
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A wind energy facility may have multiple turbines. Each turbine on a site
must meet all requirements applicable to the type of wind energy facility
approved for the site.
5. Design Standards
5.1 Appearance, Color and Finish
The wind generator and tower shall remain painted or finished with the nonreflective color or finish that was originally applied by the manufacturer,
unless approved otherwise in the special permit. FAA safety considerations
concerning color and appearance must be adhered to as applicable.
5.2 Lighting
Lighting and Signage
5.2.1 Lighting
Wind turbines shall be lighted only as required by the Federal
Aviation Administration. Lighting of other parts of the wind energy
facility, such as appurtenant structures, shall be limited to that
required for safety and operational purposes, and shall be reasonably
shielded from abutting properties.
5.2.2 Signage
Signage on the wind energy facility shall comply with the
requirements of the town’s sign regulations and shall be limited to that
necessary to reasonably identify the owner and manufacturer, provide
24-hour emergency contact information, and warn of any danger.
5.2.3 Advertising
Wind turbines shall not be used for displaying any advertising except
for reasonable identification of the manufacturer and/or operator of the
wind energy facility.
6. Safety, Aesthetic and Environmental Standards
6.1 Emergency Services
The applicant shall provide a copy of the project summary, an electrical
schematic, and plot or site plan to the local emergency services entity, as
designated by the special permit granting authority. Upon request, the
applicant shall cooperate with local emergency services in developing an
emergency response plan. All means of disconnecting the wind energy facility
shall be clearly indicated on the materials provided, and marked on each
wind energy facility. The applicant or facility owner shall maintain a phone
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number and identify a responsible person for the public and Zoning
Enforcement Officer to contact throughout the life of the facility.
6.2 Unauthorized
Unauthorized Access
Wind turbines or other structures that are part of a wind energy facility shall
be designed to prevent unauthorized access. For instance, the tower shall be
designed and installed so as to not provide step bolts or other climbing means
readily accessible to the public for a minimum height of 8 feet above the
ground. Electrical equipment shall be locked where possible.
6.3 Shadow/Flicker
Wind energy facilities shall be sited in a manner that minimizes shadowing
or flicker impacts. The applicant has the burden of proving that this effect
does not have significant adverse impact on neighboring or adjacent uses.
6.4 Land Clearing, Soil Erosion and Habitat Impacts
Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for
the construction, operation and maintenance of the wind energy facility and
is otherwise prescribed by applicable laws, regulations, and ordinances.
6.5 Noise
The wind energy facility shall conform with the provisions of the Department
of Environmental Protection’s, Division of Air Quality Noise Regulations (310
CMR 7.10).
A wind energy facility will be considered to be in violation of these
regulations if it: (a) Increases the broadband sound level by more than 10
dB(A) above ambient, or (b) Produces a “pure tone” condition – when any
octave band center frequency sound pressure level exceeds the two adjacent
center frequency sound pressure levels by three (3) decibels or more. These
criteria are measured both at the property line and at the nearest inhabited
structure. Ambient is defined as the background A-weighted sound level that
is exceeded 90% of the time measured during equipment operating hours. An
analysis prepared by a qualified engineer shall be presented to demonstrate
compliance with these noise standards if required by the special permit
granting authority incidental to its consideration of a special permit
application.
7. Monitoring, Maintenance and Modifications
7.1 Facility Conditions
The applicant shall maintain the wind energy facility in good condition.
Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, painting, structural repairs,
and integrity of security measures. Site access shall be maintained to a level
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acceptable to the local Fire Chief and Emergency Medical Services. The
project owner shall be responsible for the cost of maintaining the wind energy
facility and adequate access to the facility from a public way, and the cost of
repairing any damage occurring as a result of operation and construction.
7.2 Discontinuance and Removal
Any wind energy facility not used for a period of two years or more without
written permission from the special permit granting authority, or that has
reached the end of its useful life, shall be considered discontinued, and shall
be removed. When an applicant intends to decommission and/or remove a
wind energy facility, the applicant shall notify the Zoning Enforcement
Officer and Building Inspector by certified mail of the proposed date of
discontinued operations and plans for removal. The owner/operator shall
physically remove the wind energy facility no more than 150 days after the
date of discontinued operations. At the time of removal, the affected portion
of the site shall be restored as near as possible to the state it was in before
the facility was constructed, unless put to another legally authorized, active
use. Decommissioning and removal shall consist of:
1. Physical removal of all wind turbines, structures, equipment, security
barriers and transmission lines from the site;
2. Disposal of all solid and hazardous waste in accordance with local and
state waste disposal regulations;
3. Stabilization or re-vegetation of the site as necessary to minimize
erosion. The Zoning Enforcement Officer may allow the owner to leave
landscaping or designated below-grade foundations in order to
minimize erosion and disruption to vegetation.
Upon request, the applicant shall provide evidence to the Zoning
Enforcement Officer demonstrating continued use of the wind energy facility.
Failure to provide such evidence within thirty days of a written request from
the Zoning Enforcement Officer addressed to the contact address provided
and maintained by the applicant as required above shall be conclusive
evidence that the wind energy facility has been discontinued.
If the applicant fails to remove the wind energy facility in accordance with
the requirements of this section, the town shall have the right, to the extent
it is otherwise duly authorized by law, to enter the property and remove the
facility at the expense of the facility owner and the owner(s) of the site on
which the facility is located.
7.3 Expiration
A permit or special permit issued pursuant to this bylaw shall automatically
expire if: (a) The wind energy facility is not installed and functioning within
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24 months from the date the permit is issued; or, (b) The wind energy facility
is discontinued.
8. Permitting Process and Requirements
8.1 Wind Energy Systems Permit Submission Requirements
An application for a wind energy facility permit or for a wind energy facility
special permit shall be accompanied by detailed documentation referenced in
section 8.2 below. An application for a wind energy facility special permit
shall also meet the submission requirements set forth in section 8.23 below.
8.2 General Required Documents
Documents
8.2.1 A plot plan showing:
showing
1. Property lines and physical dimensions of the wind energy facility site;
2. Location, dimensions, and types of existing structures on the site;
3. Location of the proposed wind energy facility tower, foundations, guy
anchors and associated equipment;
4. Public and private ways and access easements contiguous with or
passing through the site;
5. Overhead utility lines on the site;
6. Location and approximate height of tree cover on the site.
8.2.2 Technical Documentation:
1. Wind energy facility technical specifications, including manufacturer
and model, rotor diameter, tower height, tower type (freestanding or
guyed);
2. Tower blueprint or drawing signed by a Professional Engineer;
3. Electrical diagram detailing wind turbine, associated components, and
electrical interconnection methods including all NEC compliant
disconnect and over-current devices;
4. Foundations for towers less then or equal to 100 ft must have
blueprints or drawings signed by a Professional Engineer;
5. Foundations for towers greater than 100 ft must have blueprints or
drawings signed by a Professional Engineer licensed by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts;
6. A maintenance plan.
8.2.3 General:
1. Documentation of the legal right to use the wind energy facility site;
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2. The name, contact information and signature of any agents
representing the applicant;
3. Name, address, phone number and signature of the applicant, as well
as all co- applicants or property owners.

8.3 Additional Submission Requirements for Large and UtilityUtility-Scale Wind
Energy
Energy Facilities
8.3.1 Location Map
The applicant shall submit, to the special permit granting authority, a
copy of a portion of the most recent USGS Quadrangle Map, at a scale
of 1:25,000, showing the proposed wind energy facility site, including
turbine sites, and the area within at least two miles from the facility.
Zoning district designation for the subject parcel should be included;
however a copy of a zoning map with the parcel identified is suitable.
8.3.2 Site Plan
A one inch equals 200 feet plan of the proposed wind energy facility
site, with contour intervals of no more than 10 feet, showing the
following:
1. Property lines for the site parcel and adjacent parcels within 300
feet;
2. Outline of all existing buildings, including purpose (e.g. residence,
garage, etc.) on site parcel and all adjacent parcels within 500 feet.
Include distances from the wind energy facility to each building
shown;
3. Location of all roads and access easements, public and private, on
the site parcel and adjacent parcels within the setback distance of
1.1 times the blade tip height, and proposed roads or driveways,
either temporary or permanent;
4. Existing areas of tree cover, and average height of trees within the
setback distance of 1.1 times the blade tip height;
5. Proposed location and design of the wind energy facility, including
all turbines, ground equipment, appurtenant structures,
transmission infrastructure, access, fencing, exterior lighting, etc;
6. Location of view representations, as defined herein.
8.3.3 View Representations
Representations for Large and UtilityUtility-Scale Wind Energy
Facilities
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The applicant shall provide, upon the request of the special permit
granting authority, up to three view representations for large wind
energy facilities and four view representations for utility-scale wind
energy facilities. View representations shall be in color and shall
include actual pre-construction photographs and accurate postconstruction simulations of the height and breadth of the wind facility
(e.g. superimpositions of the wind facility onto photographs of existing
views) as taken or seen from fixed points selected by the special permit
granting authority within populated areas or on public ways within a
2-mile radius of the proposed wind energy facility. Such fixed points
shall include the nearest building with a view of the wind energy
facility. All view representations will include existing, or proposed,
buildings or tree coverage, and shall further include a description of
the technical procedures followed in producing the view representation
(distances, angles, lens, etc.).
8.3.4 Operation & Maintenance Plan
The applicant shall submit a plan for maintenance of site access and
storm water drainage facilities serving the site, as well as general
procedures for operational maintenance of the wind energy facility.
8.3.5 Compliance Documents
The applicant will provide with the application;
1.
2.
3.
4.

Proof of adequate financial surety, as set forth below;
Proof of liability insurance;
Certification of height approval from the FAA, as required;
Evidence of existing site sound levels and maximum sound levels
for the proposed wind energy facility demonstrating compliance
with this Bylaw.

8.3.6 Required Supporting Documentation for
BuildingBuilding-Integrated Wind Energy Facilities
A special permit application for a building-integrated wind energy
facility shall include:
1. Analysis and design documents, completed by a structural engineer
licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, demonstrating
that the proposed building is structurally sufficient to support the
permanent installation of the proposed building integrated wind
energy facility. At a minimum, the analysis should address
vibration, wind load, and ice load;
2. Elevation drawings of building with building-integrated wind
energy facility installed, viewed from north, south, east, and west;
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3. Building schematic detailing point(s) of connection and associated
supports for the building-integrated wind energy facility;
4. Schematic of attachment method for connecting the buildingintegrated wind energy facility to the building;
5. Specification sheets for wind turbine and all related components
(inverters, controllers, disconnects, etc.);
6. Electrical diagram detailing wind turbine, associated components,
and electrical interconnection methods and showing all NEC
compliant disconnects and over-current devices.
8.3.7 Landscape Plan for Utility Scale Projects
A special permit application for a utility scale project shall include a
plan indicating all proposed changes to the landscape of the site,
including temporary or permanent roads or driveways, grading,
vegetation clearing and planting, exterior lighting other than FAA
lights, screening vegetation or structures. Lighting shall be designed to
minimize glare on abutting properties and except as required by the
FAA be directed downward with full cut-off fixtures to reduce light
pollution.
8.3.7 Financial Surety for Utility Scale Projects
An applicant for a utility-scale wind energy facility special permit
must provide a form of surety, either through escrow account, bond or
otherwise, to cover the cost of removal in the event the town must
remove the facility, of an amount and form determined to be
reasonable by the special permit granting authority. Such surety will
not be required for municipally or state-owned facilities. Provision and
continued maintenance of the bond shall be a condition of the special
permit. The applicant shall submit a fully inclusive estimate of the
costs associated with removal, prepared by a qualified engineer. The
amount shall include a mechanism for Cost of Living Adjustment.
8.4 Independent Consultants
Upon submission of an application for a wind energy facility special permit,
the special permit granting authority may engage, at the applicant’s cost,
professional and technical consultants, including legal counsel, to assist the
authority with its review of the application, in accordance with the
requirements of section 53G of chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General
Laws.
The applicant shall pay to the special permit granting authority an initial
deposit of $1,000.00 for such review at the time of submission of the permit
application, which shall be deposited into a special account established by the
Town Treasurer under M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53G. The balance of this
account shall at no time be less than one-half (1/2) the initial deposit, and the
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applicant shall deposit with the Treasurer such additional funds as are
required to restore the account to the amount of the initial deposit upon
notice from the special permit granting authority, by first class mail, that the
amount on deposit has been decreased by the expenditures described herein
to an amount at or below one-half (1/2) of the initial deposit. If the Applicant
fails to restore the account balance and the balance is insufficient to pay
incurred professional and technical review fees, the special permit granting
authority shall send the invoice directly to the Applicant for immediate
payment. Failure to comply with this section shall be good grounds for
denying the special permit application. Upon approval of the special permit
application, any excess amount in the account attributable to that project,
including any interest accrued, shall be repaid to the Applicant or the
Applicant’s successor in interest.
Or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 21
To see if the Town will vote to change the Town’s Zoning Bylaw – Section
1.52a to read “Any nonconforming use of a structure may be changed to
another nonconforming use provided that the change use is not a
substantially different use, and approval for the change is granted by a
Special Permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals. For the purpose of this
section, a substantially different use is a use which by reason of its normal
operation would cause readily observable differences in patronage, service,
sight, noise, employment or similar characteristics from the existing
nonconforming use or from any permitted use in the district under question”;
or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 22
To see if the Town will vote to add a new Section 1.52.1 to the Town’s Zoning
Bylaw – to read “ALTERATION AND EXTENSION: Any nonconforming
structure may be altered or extended and the conforming use extended
throughout the altered or extended portions provided that any resultant
alteration or extension shall not cause the structure to violate the applicable
provisions of Section 3 and 4 of this by-law relative to the district in which
the structure is located.”; or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 23
To see if the Town will vote to add a new Section 1.6 to the Town’s Zoning
Bylaw – to read “ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 1.6.1 No accessory building or
structure shall be located in the space extending for the full width of the lot

Town of West Brookfield

130

Annual Report 2009

between the front line of the nearest building wall and the front lot line
unless otherwise provided for under Sec. 6.43 of this by-law. No accessory
building shall be located in any side or rear yard area nearer to the lot line
than 50% of the side or rear yard setback for the district in which the
residence or lot is located, or nearer to another principal or accessory building
than (20) feet.”; or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 24
To see if the Town will vote to add a new Section 1.6.2 to the Town’s Zoning
Bylaw – to read “1.6.2 SWIMMING POOLS: Swimming pools will be
considered as an accessory use for the purpose of this by-law and all
dimensional requirements will come under this section.”; or take any other
action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 25
To see if the Town will vote to add the following language to Section 5.4 to
the Town’s Zoning Bylaw – “The keeping of a trailer on any lot within the
Town for use as a dwelling is prohibited, except during the construction or
reconstruction of a residence on the property and then with a time limit of
one (1) year and must be in compliance with Massachusetts Health Codes by
being connected to water, sewer and electricity. This time may be extended
for one (1) year periods under conditions by Special Permit, Section 6.44.”; or
take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
Article 26
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 3.27 of the Town’s Zoning
Bylaws, as follows:
“3.27 Energy Generating Equipment: Any equipment, system, design,
assembly or device which is used to collect, store and distribute energy
derived from solar, (delete the word wind and add) hydro power or other
alternate energy source, but not wind energy facilities, which shall be
governed by Chapter 11 of this bylaw, shall be allowed in all districts
provided that the energy derived from such equipment, system, design,
assembly or device is primarily for on premise use and conforms to the
minimum yard requirements of Section 4.2 and does not constitute a hazard.
Any such equipment, system, design, assembly or device in which the energy
derived there from will be used primarily or wholly off premises and/or any
such equipment, system, design, assembly or device which cannot reasonably
be sited to conform to the minimum yard requirements of Section 4.2, shall be
allowed in all districts by Special Permit, upon a determination that the
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proposed use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the bylaw
and that such proposed use will not constitute a hazard.”
Or take any other action relative thereto.
(Sponsored by the Planning Board)
AND you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies at
the BULLETIN BOARD in the front entrance way of the TOWN HALL, in
said Town, FOURTEEN (14) days at least before the time of holding said
meeting.
HEREOF FAIL NOT, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doing
thereon, to the Town Clerk, the time and place of meetings, as aforesaid.
Given under our hands this ___ day of April in the year of our Lord two
thousand nine.
_____________________________
_____________________________ A TRUE COPY. ATTEST:
_____________________________
Selectmen of West Brookfield
_____________________________
Constable
Worcester, SS
April ______, 2009 AM PM
Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified and warned the inhabitants
of the TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD by posting an attested copy of the
same on the Bulletin Board in the front entrance of the WEST
BROOKFIELD TOWN HALL fourteen (14) days at least before the time of
holding said meeting.
Constable of WEST BROOKFIELD
ANNUAL
NNUAL TOWN ELECTION
WEST BROOKFIELD,
BROOKFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
MAY 5, 2009
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

SELECTMAN
3 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
BARRY J. NADON, JR.
154
BLANKS
15
WRITE INS
1
TOTAL
170
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS
3 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
KEVIN G. DORMAN
143
BLANKS
26
WRITE INS
1
TOTAL
170

BOARD OF HEALTH
3 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
MELVIN F. DORMAN
149
BLANKS
21
WRITE INS
0
TOTAL
170

WATER COMMISSIONER
3 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
LESTER J. PAQUETTE, SR.
159
BLANKS
11
WRITE INS
0
TOTAL
170

LIBRARY TRUSTEE
3 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
ALEXANDRA E. MCNITT
132
MICHAEL E. OZBAYRAK
130
BLANKS
78
WRITE INS
0
TOTAL
340

COMMON COMMITTEE
3 YEARS

SARAH J. ALLEN
BLANKS
WRITE INS
TOTAL
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PLANNING BOARD
5 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
ROBERT J. BRODAK
131
BLANKS
39
WRITE INS
0
TOTAL
170

HOUSING AUTHORITY
5 YEARS

VOTE FOR ONE
PEGGY J. WALKER
147
BLANKS
22
WRITE INS
1
TOTAL
170
QUABOAG REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE ELECTION IS AT LARGE
3 YEARS
YOU MAY VOTE FOR ANY FOUR CANDIDATES
The two candidates with the highest vote totals in
in each town will be elected
MEMBERS FROM THE TOWN OF WARREN

DANIEL KORZEC
RENEE CHISHOLM

110
108

MEMBERS FROM THE TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD

JOHN DOLAN
LEANE PIERCE
BLANKS
WRITE INS
TOTAL

137
138
185
2
680
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
MAY 12, 2009
7:00 PM

With a quorum present, the following actions were taken:
A motion was made and second to continue the Annual Town meeting from
now until Tuesday, June 23, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the West Brookfield
Elementary School. The vote: unanimous approval.
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June 23, 2010
2010 at 7:00 PM
With a quorum present, the following actions were taken:
Voted unanimously to allow the following non-voters to sit with the Board of
Selectmen:
Jeffrey Honieg
Town Counsel
Johanna Barry
Executive Secretary
and to allow the following non-voters to speak:
Jeffrey Honieg
Town Counsel
Johanna Barry
Executive Secretary
Jason Benoit
Highway Superintendent
Brett Kustigan
QRSD Superintendent
Joseph Scanlon
Director of Finance & Operations
Shira McWaters
Engineer, Tata & Howard
Gregory Myers
Quaboag ms/hs Principal
Article 2
Voted unanimously to hear and act upon the Annual Reports of the Town
Officers and Committees.
Article 3
Voted unanimously to determine the compensation to be paid to the following
elected Town Officers:
FY’09
FY’10
Recommended
$150.00
Moderator
$150.00
Selectmen, each member
$1,800.00
$1,600.00
Selectmen, Chairman
$2,000.00
$1,600.00
Town Treasurer
$26,602.00
$27,134.00
Tax Collector
$29,948.15
$30,547.11
Assessors, two members
$1,200.00
$1,200.00
Assessors, Clerk
$47,422.67
$48,855.00
Board of Health, two members
$800.00
$800.00
Board of Health, Chairman
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
Town Clerk
$24,826.40
$25,322.93
Water Commissioners
$350.00 each
$350.00 each
Article 4
A motion was made and second to remove $57,975.77 from the 2010 Highway
Superintendents Salary line item of the Highway Departments budget.
A motion was made and second to have
have the vote by secret ballot.
The vote:
28 yes, 67 no, 1 blank
The motion did not carry.
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Voted Majority (1 Opposed) to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,536,126.77
and transfer from Free Cash the sum of $168,790.00,
$168,790.00 such sums of money as
listed in the Advisory Committee Report and as amended as may be
necessary to defray the expenses of the Town for the Fiscal Year 2009- 2010,
and to vote that any State reimbursements which result in available funds to
the Quaboag Regional School District, in excess of the approved budget, shall
be used to reduce the Town’s assessment.
Article 5
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $19,500.00 and
transfer from the Overlay Surplus Account the sum of $40,500.00 to be placed
in the Reserve Fund to provide for extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures
under the provisions of Chapter 40, Section 6 of the General Laws known as
the Reserve Fund.
Article 6
Voted unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $55,320.00 to pay
principal and interest payments owed on bonds for the West Brookfield
Elementary School.
Article 7
Voted unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $208,279.00 to pay
West Brookfield’s share of the principal and interest payments owed on bonds
for the Quaboag Regional Middle/High School.
Article 8
Voted unanimously pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ to
authorize the use of a revolving fund to pay cemetery related expenses which
fund shall be credited with receipts from various Burial Grounds Commission
fees, such expenditures not to exceed $16,000.00 in fiscal year 2009/2010.
Article 9
Voted unanimously pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ to
authorize the use of a revolving fund to pay Police Officer Detail Expenses,
which fund shall be credited with receipts from various Details fees, such
expenditures not to exceed $25,000.00 in fiscal year 2009/2010.
Article 10
Voted unanimously pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ to authorize the
Stormwater Authority use of a revolving fund, which fund shall be credited
with receipts from various Stormwater Authority fees, such expenditures not
to exceed $25,000.00 in fiscal year 2009/2010.
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Article 11
Voted Unanimously to authorize the Water Commissioners to employ their
Licensed Water Commissioners at Grade 1 Step 1 ($10.19 per hour) for
standby duty and emergency work in the absence of the Superintendent in
Fiscal Year 2009/2010.
Article 12
Voted unanimously to transfer from the Overlay Surplus Account the sum of
$4,500.00 to complete a Revaluation.
Article 13
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $15,500.00 to
make repairs to the Wigwam Landfill.
Article 14
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval.
Voted unanimously to Transfer the sum of $250,000.00 from the Water
Stabilization Account to be placed in an account for New Source Development
at Well #2, Leland Road.
Article 15
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval.
Voted unanimously to Transfer the sum of $10,000.00 from the Water
Stabilization Account to the Water Expense Account to pay for unforeseen
maintenance at the plant and a test well.
Article 16
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval.
Voted unanimously to Transfer the sum of $20,000.00 from the Water
Stabilization Account to be placed into a new account for continuation of work
on East Main Street to Maple Street.
Article 17
Voted unanimously pursuant to MGL c. 82A, s2, vote to designate the Board
of Selectmen as the means by which the Town shall designate the Board or
Officer to issue permits for the purpose of creating a trench as that term is
defined by MGL c. 82A, s4 and 520 CMR 14.00.
Article 18
A motion was made and second to dispense with the
the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval.
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Voted unanimously to transfer the following parcels of land held as tax
possessions to the care and custody of the West Brookfield Conservation
Commission:
543 West Main Street
map 54 parcel 1
557 West Main Street
map 54 parcel 7
Article 19
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval.
Voted majority (1 opposed) to amend Section 4.1 of the Zoning Bylaw
(Dimensional Requirements - Basic Requirements) by adding the following
phrase to the end of the sentence: “and except as provided in Section 9 of the
Open Space Residential Bylaw.”
Article 20
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous
unanimous approval.
Voted majority (2 opposed) to adopt a new Zoning Bylaw being CHAPTER 11
Wind Energy Systems as written.
Article 21
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 21.
Article 22
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 22.
Article 23
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 23.
Article 24
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 24.
Article 25
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 25.
Article 26
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot.
The vote: unanimous approval.
Voted to amend Section 3.27 of the Town’s Zoning Bylaws, as follows:
“3.27 Energy Generating Equipment: Any equipment, system, design,
assembly or device which is used to collect, store and distribute energy
derived from solar, (delete the word wind and add) hydro power or other
alternate energy source, but not wind energy facilities, which shall be
governed by Chapter 11 of this bylaw, shall be allowed in all districts
provided that the energy derived from such equipment, system, design,
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assembly or device is primarily for on premise use and conforms to the
minimum yard requirements of Section 4.2 and does not constitute a hazard.
Any such equipment, system, design, assembly or device in which the energy
derived there from will be used primarily or wholly off premises and/or any
such equipment, system, design, assembly or device which cannot reasonably
be sited to conform to the minimum yard requirements of Section 4.2, shall be
allowed in all districts by Special Permit, upon a determination that the
proposed use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the bylaw
and that such proposed use will not constitute a hazard.”
WARRANT SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
OCTOBER 27, 2009
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Town of West Brookfield
*****Special Town Meeting*****
Worcester, SS.
To Either of the Constables of the Town of West Brookfield in the County of
Worcester, Greetings.
In the NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, you are
hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to
vote in elections and in Town affairs, to meet at the at the WEST
BROOKFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL on 89 North Main Street in said
WEST BROOKFIELD on TUESDAY the TWENTY SEVENTH day of
OCTOBER 2009 at 7:00 PM, then and there to act on the following articles:
Article 1
I move the Town vote transfer from Free Cash a sum of money to reduce the
tax rate for Fiscal Year 2009- 2010.
(Sponsored by the Advisory Committee)
Article 2
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $14,200.00 to
purchase a Thermal Imaging Camera for the Fire Department.
(Sponsored by the Fire Department)
Article 3
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $7,500.00 to
purchase Turn Out Gear for the Fire Department.
(Sponsored by the Fire Department)
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Article 4
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $30,000.00 to be
placed in the Road Reconstruction Account.
(Sponsored by the Highway Department)
Article 5
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $178,648.00 to
be used in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 90, such sums of
money to be reimbursed by the Commonwealth.
(Sponsored by the Highway Department)
Article 6
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $5,000.00 for tax
title expenses.
(Sponsored by the Town Treasurer)
Article 7
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $40,000.00 to be
placed in the Reserve Fund to provide for extraordinary or unforeseen
expenditures under the provisions of Chapter 40, Section 6 of the General
Laws known as the Reserve Fund.
(Sponsored by the Advisory Committee)
Article 8
I move the Town vote to adopt Section 18A of MGL chapter 32B requiring
retirees and spouses to enroll in a Medicare health benefits supplement plan
offered by the town.
(Sponsored by the Treasurer)
Article 9
I move the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $4,035.00 to be
placed into the Highway Expense Account to be used for Highway Department uniforms.
(Sponsored by the Selectmen)
Article 10
I move the Town vote to transfer from the Water Stabilization Account the
sum of $10,300.00 to pay Tata & Howard for Engineering fees for all of the
paperwork required for the work to be done on Lower Ridge to Safety Kleen
on East Main Street.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
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Article 11
I move the Town vote to transfer from the Water Stabilization Account the
sum of $39,682.10 to purchase eighteen hundred (1,800) feet of eight inch
pipe to be utilized from Lower Ridge Road to Safety Kleen on East Main
Street.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
Article 12
I move the Town vote to transfer from the Water Stabilization Account a sum
of money to install eighteen hundred (1,800) feet of eight inch pipe from
Lower Ridge Road to Safety Kleen on East Main Street.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
Article 13
I move the Town vote to transfer from the Water Surplus Account the sum of
$8,000.00 to pay Tata & Howard for engineering services to create an
Emergency Response Plan for the Water Department, due into the D.E.P. by
December 1, 2009.
(Sponsored by the Water Department)
Article 14
I move the Town will vote in accordance with MGL Chapter 60, Section 77C
to accept a deed in lieu of foreclosure of the property described as 0.38 acres
of land, more or less, with buildings thereon, situated at 183 Shoreline Drive
and shown as Map 52, Lot 77 on the West Brookfield Assessors' Maps and
more particularly described in deed recorded with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds at Book 17278, Page 311 subject to a tax taking made
against Michael J. Scholsky for unpaid 1996 and any subsequent taxes added
thereto, dated November 5, 1999 and recorded with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds Book 22195, Page 232.
(Sponsored by the Treasurer)
Article 15
I move the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept, on behalf
of the Town, the real property shown on Assessor's Map 53, Block 205,
located on 88 Stagecoach Drive, consisting of approximately .22 acres, as a
gift from Nancy P. Mott, said land to be used for general municipal purposes.
(Sponsored by the Treasurer)
Article 16
I move the Town vote to amend the General Bylaws Chapter V, Section 5, by
inserting the words in bold “A printed copy of the Advisory Committee
Report, including the Proposed Omnibus Budget, will be mailed or otherwise
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distributed to every household at least five (5) days before the Annual Town
Meeting.”.
(Sponsored by the Selectmen)
AND you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies at
the BULLETIN BOARD in the front entrance way of the TOWN HALL, in
said Town, FOURTEEN (14) days at least before the time of holding said
meeting.
HEREOF FAIL NOT, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doing
thereon, to the Town Clerk, the time and place of meetings, as aforesaid.
Given under our hands this ___ day of October in the year of our Lord two
thousand nine.
_____________________________
_____________________________ A TRUE COPY. ATTEST:
____________________________
Selectmen of West Brookfield
_____________________________
Constable
Worcester, SS
October ______, 2009 AM PM
Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified and warned the inhabitants
of the TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD by posting an attested copy of the
same on the Bulletin Board in the front entrance of the WEST
BROOKFIELD TOWN HALL fourteen (14) days at least before the time of
holding said meeting.
Constable of WEST BROOKFIELD
Special Town Meeting
October 27, 2009
7:00 PM
With a quorum present at all times, the following actions were taken:
A motion was made and second to allow the following non-voters to sit with
the Board of Selectmen:
Johanna Barry
and to allow the following non-voters to speak:
Johanna Barry
Executive Secretary
Jason Benoit
Highway Superintendent
The vote: Unanimous approval.

Town of West Brookfield

142

Annual Report 2009

Article
Article 1
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $129,684.77 to
defray the expenses of the Omnibus budget Account Fiscal Year 2009- 2010.
Article 2
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $14,200.00 to be
placed in the Thermal Imaging Camera Account.
Article 3
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $7,500.00 to be
placed in the Turn Out Gear Account.
Article 4
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $30,000.00 to be
placed in the Road Reconstruction Account.
Article 5
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $178,648.00 to be
placed in the Chapter 90 Account.
Article 6
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $5,000.00 to be
placed in the Tax Title Expense Account.
Article 7
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $40,000.00 to be
placed in the Reserve Fund.
Article 8
Voted unanimously to adopt Section 18 of MGL chapter 32B requiring
retirees and spouses to enroll in a Medicare health benefits supplement plan
offered by the town.
Article 9
Voted unanimously to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $4,035.00 to be
placed into the Highway Expense Account (Uniforms).
Article 10
A motion was made and second to dispense with the required secret ballot for
Article 10. The vote: unanimous approval.
Voted unanimously to transfer from the Water Stabilization Account the sum
of $10,300.00 to pay Tata & Howard.
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Article 11
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 11.
Article 12
Voted unanimously to Passover Article 12.
Article 13
Voted unanimously to transfer from the Water Surplus Account the sum of
$8,000.00 to be placed in the Tata & Howard Account.
Article 14
Voted unanimously to accept a deed in lieu of foreclosure of the property
described as 0.38 acres of land, more or less, with buildings thereon, situated
at 183 Shoreline Drive and shown as Map 52, Lot 77 on the West Brookfield
Assessors' Maps and more particularly described in deed recorded with the
Worcester District Registry of Deeds at Book 17278, Page 311 subject to a tax
taking made against Michael J. Scholsky for unpaid 1996 and any
subsequent taxes added thereto, dated November 5, 1999 and recorded with
the Worcester District Registry of Deeds Book 22195, Page 232.
Article 15
Voted unanimously to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept, on behalf
of the Town, the real property shown on Assessor's Map 53, Block 205,
located on 88 Stagecoach Drive, consisting of approximately .22 acres, as a
gift from Nancy P. Mott, said land to be used for general municipal purposes.
Article 16
Voted unanimously to amend the General Bylaws Chapter V, Section 5, by
inserting the words in bold “A printed copy of the Advisory Committee
Report, including the Proposed Omnibus Budget, will be mailed or otherwise
distributed to every household at least five (5) days before the Annual Town
Meeting.”.
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH
WARRANT FOR SPECIAL STATE PRIMARY, SS.
To either of the Constables of the Town of West Brookfield
GREETING:
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In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and
warn the inhabitants of said town who are qualified to vote in Special State
Primaries to vote at
PRECINCT 0, POLLING LOCATION 1
SENIOR CENTER, 73 CENTRAL STREET
On TUESDAY, THE EIGHTH OF DECEMBER, 2009, from 7:00 AM to 8:00
PM for the following purpose:
To cast their votes in the Special State Primaries for the candidates for the
following offices:
SENATOR IN CONGRESS.…………………………...FOR THE COMMONWEALTH

Hereto fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon at
the time and place of said voting.
Given under our hands this ________ day of ____________________, 2009.
____________________________A true copy attest:__________________________
Sarah J. Allen, Town Clerk
___________________________
Constable
____________________
Selectmen of West Brookfield _______________Date
POSTED IN THE FRONT LOBBY OF THE TOWN HALL
STATE PRIMARY ELECTION
DECEMBER 8, 2009
2009
7:00 AM – 8:00 PM
DEMOCRATIC RESULTS
SENATOR IN CONGRESS
VOTE FOR ONE

MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

60
191
31
55
0
0
337

MARTHA COAKLEY
ALAN A. KHAZEI
STEPHEN G. PAGLIUCA
BLANKS
WRITE INS
TOTAL
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REPUBLICAN RESULTS
SENATOR IN CONGRESS
VOTE FOR ONE

SCOTT P. BROWN

94
15
0
0
109

JACK E. ROBINSON
BLANKS
WRITE INS
TOTAL

LIBERTARIAN RESULTS
SENATOR IN CONGRESS
VOTE FOR ONE
CONGRESS

BLANKS
WRITE INS
TOTAL

0
2
2

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah J. Allen, Town Clerk

Town of West Brookfield

146

Annual Report 2009

TREASURER
CALENDAR YEAR END BALANCES
Balances of Cash/Investments – December 31, 2008
Receipts January 1 to December 31
MTBE to Water Stabilization Fund
Interest Earned on Investments
Transfers from Trust Fund
Payments per Warrants

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

4,311,175.81
7,133,219.25
(2,308,778.46)
38,373.68
638,171.47
(7,030,159.29)
2,782,002.46

$

556,834.51

$
$
$
$
$
$

292,921.77
362,261.83
1,039,187.51
282,451.66
248,345.18
2,782,002.46

$
$
$
$

1,868,215.36
56,103.42
(300,000.00)
1,624,318.78

$
$
$
$
$

0.00
76,645.81
2,308,778.46
(290,300.00)
2,095,124.27

CASH
North Brookfield Savings Bank (check register)

INVESTMENTS
Country Bank for Savings
Century Bank & Trust
Mass Municipal Depository Trust
Savers Bank
Smith Barney
Total Cash/Investments December 31, 2009

STABILIZATION FUND
Balance December 31, 2008
Interest Earned
Appropriations/Transfers
Balance December 31, 2009

WATER STABILIZATION FUND
Balance December 31, 2008
Interest Earned
Appropriations/Transfers
Appropriations/Transfers
Balance December 31, 2009
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FIRE TRUCK STABILIZATION FUND
Balance December 31, 2008
Appropriations/Transfers
Interest
Balance December 31, 2009

$
$
$
$

275,000.00
0.00
9,129.33
284,129.33

$
$
$
$

5,902.10
195.93
0.00
6,098.03

$
$
$
$
$

52,911.17
1,697.36
2,000.00
5,000.00
61,608.53

$
$
$
$

216,321.05
7,198.13
1,692.32
225,211.50

$
$
$
$

45,940.10
1,094.36
(21,840.00)
25,194.46

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

78,721.52
311,184.30
178,607.96
3,766.89
28,925.83
8,566.23
4,985.17
64,615.07
6,720.51

CONSERVATION FUNDS
Balance December 31, 2008
Interest Earned
Expenditure
Balance December 31, 2009

CURB CUT ESCROW
Balance December 31, 2008
Interest Earned
Deposits
Reimbursements
Balance December 31, 2009

REHAB AND SEPTIC ACCOUNT
Balance December 31, 2008
Interest Earned
Participant Payments
Balance December 31, 2009

SELF INSURANCE TRUST FUND
Balance December 31, 2008
Interest Earned
Appropriation
Balance December 31, 2009

TRUST FUND BALANCES
Quaboag Park
Pine Grove Cemetery
Merriam Gilbert Library
Fairfax Fund (Ayres Monument)
Margaret Preisach Magnante Fund
Priscilla E. Side Fund
Common Committee Trust
Historical Commission Trust
Recreation Committee
Town of West Brookfield

148

Annual Report 2009

Brady Fund
Lucy Stone Birthplace Account
Town Hall Interior Fund – W. Reynis

$
$
$

78.08
800.78
37,383.30

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,651.49
9,370.40
4,847.48
121.04
920.02
275.24
286.60
2,193.40
215.94
2.51
25.73
1,226.86

$
$
$

22,971.59
13,640.04
3,353.49

$
$

64,248.00
3,568.64

TRUST FUND INVESTMENT INCOME
Quaboag Park
Pine Grove Cemetery
Merriam Gilbert Library
Fairfax Fund (Ayres Monument)
Margaret Preisach Magnante Fund
Priscilla E. Side Fund
Common Committee Trust
Historical Commission Trust
Recreation Committee
Brady Fund
Lucy Stone Birthplace Account
Town Hall Interior Fund – W. Reynis

TAX TITLE
Tax Title Redemptions
Tax Title Interest
Recovery of Tax Title Expense and Legal Fees

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES
Quaboag on the Common
West Brookfield Housing Authority

INTEREST EARNED JANUARY 1, 2009 TO DECEMBER 31, 2009
General Funds
Stabilization Funds
Conservation Funds
Trust Funds
Curb Cut Escrow
Rehab and Septic System Account
Self Insurance Trust Fund

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

38,373.68
141,878.56
195.93
22,136.71
1,697.36
7,198.13
1,094.36

During 2009, investment income continued a
downward trend due to the reduced returns on investments. However, the $212,574.73 investment income for
all funds is still substantial. The general fund portion of
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$38,373.68 is available to fund the current year’s budget
and the other amounts are available through future
appropriations.
The Town of West Brookfield participates in the
Medicare Part D subsidy program. In 2009, the
Treasurer’s office applied for and received $5,092.35 to
subsidize the health care we provide for our retirees.
Applications for future years have been submitted.
Many West Brookfield committees continue to
receive generous contributions annually from the Irving
and Jane England Charitable Trust. Likewise, the
bequests from former Town Treasurer Walter Reynis for
improvements to the Senior Center and Town Hall
interior have been exceptionally helpful in completing
both projects.
We continue to resolve many of the outstanding tax
title liens by payment or foreclosure. Every effort is made
to encourage delinquents to settle their liens. All expenses to effect payment are reimbursed by the
delinquent upon final payment. Our office also received
several foreclosure judgments in 2009. A new state law
allows municipalities to accept a deed in lieu of foreclosure from delinquents. Town meeting action accepted one
parcel this year.
The Treasurer’s office continues to assist the Board
of Health in administering the Septic System Loan
program. A local community bank assists with the billing
and collection of quarterly payments.
Recently, the Town updated the website to
www.wbrookfield.com. In the future we expect to post
lists of tailings (un-cashed checks deemed to be abandoned) as well as other interesting information.
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Our department has run smoothly over the past
several years. We would like to thank the other departments who have worked co-operatively to provide the best
possible service to the West Brookfield community.
In closing, I would like to encourage my fellow West
Brookfield citizens in making local government work. By
attending town meetings twice a year for no more than a
few hours, you can demonstrate that democracy, by
participation, still works. Continue the traditions begun
350 years ago by the first settlers on Foster Hill known as
the Quaboag Plantation.
Respectfully submitted,
Keith R. Arsenault, Town Treasurer
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COMBINED BALANCE SHEET
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WATER DEPARTMENT
The Water Commissioners are pleased to submit the
following annual report for the year 2009. The Water
Commissioners are Robert E. Benson, Chairperson;
Lester Paquette, Barry Nadon, Sr.; Ronald Marchessault,
Superintendent; Wesley Cassavant, Operator; and Jean
Wrobel, Clerk/Collector. We may be reached by calling
(508) 867-1421 Ext. 306 or by calling the Filtration Plant
(508) 867-1412.
This year we replaced a 10” water main under the
Quaboag River, and installed approximately 240 feet of
12” water main under the river and on the banks. With
bids coming in lower than expected, we were able to
install an additional 460 feet of 12” pipe. The Department
borrowed $143,000.00 from the USDA and received a grant
of $57,000.00. The project was finished in June 2009.
We have driven new test wells at Ware Point Road at
different depths in hopes to get out of our iron deposits.
The test came back unfavorable so we are working on the
Leland Road well field. We have many test wells in that
area and recently installed a few more. The results were
very favorable. We are pursuing this area for our future
well field. We are waiting for a site visit by the
Department of Environmental Protection, once that is
completed, we will go further with a 5-day pump test and
to develop a new source. This project will take about 5
years to complete. We are using some of the monies we
received from the MTBE settlement, without these
monies, we would not be able to pursue a new source for
the Towns’ water supply.
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The Department is also working on replacement of
undersized and old mains on School Street and East Main
Street.
We continue to update our entire system and thank
you for all your support. Supplying the town with
quantity and quality water is our goal.
In these years of financial shortages, it is easy to use
the Oil Companies monies, but in our opinion, it is in the
best interest of the Town to retain these funds for future
new well development and other infrastructure projects.
We would also like to thank the Highway
Department for their help during this year. Please call
(508)867-1412 with any questions you might have.

Respectfully submitted,
The West Brookfield Water Department
Robert E. Benson
Lester Paquette
Barry J. Nadon, Sr.
In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, age or disability. (Not all prohibited basis apply to
all programs).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to:
USDA, Director
Office of Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
Or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL
WHITE CHRISTMAS IN
WEST BROOKFIELD
6 December 2009 marked the date of another
successful White Christmas in West Brookfield.
The three Town churches held open houses with
entertainment and refreshments.
Quaboag on the Common and Ye Old Tavern held
their annual craft shows.
Area business, in and around the Common, held open
houses with free refreshments and raffles.
The scene on the Common included Frosty the
Snowman, Father Christmas and just as if ordered, snow
began to fall as the Town Christmas Tree was lit.
The festivities of the day ended with the concert held
in the Great Hall of the Town Hall and the presentation
of the Citizenship Award was made to Fire Chief Paul
Lupacchino for his loyalty and devotion to the citizens of
West Brookfield.
All committee members are volunteers and worked
tirelessly to achieve this success.
Respectfully submitted,
Madeline R. Arn, Chairperson

Town of West Brookfield

155

Annual Report 2009

WIRING INSPECTOR
This is a compilation of the permits received by the
Wiring Inspector for 2009.
4
4
9
5
4
17
2
1
2
12

New homes
Additions
Renovations
Pools and Hot tubs
Alarm systems
New services
Solar arrays
Septic pump
Generators
Miscellaneous

Respectfully submitted,
Donald Puduski, Wiring Inspector

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
The Zoning Board of Appeals saw a significant
decline in activity for 2009, granting only 9 Special
Permits.
The Board was represented as follows:
Chairman:
Members:
Alternate Members:

Dave Broschart
Kevin Dorman and Dick Aube
George Hibbard and Joan Veinot

One applicant remains in litigation with the Board.
Town of West Brookfield
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The Board advises any applicants to purchase a
Zoning By-Law Booklet before completing the application
and submitting it to the ZBA. A letter from the Zoning
Enforcement Officer stating that a Building Permit has
been denied must be issued before an application can be
accepted for a hearing. Applications can be obtained from
the Town Clerk’s Office. The application must be signed
by the Tax Collector stating that all taxes are up to date,
as well as other required documents and plans.
Applications are reviewed by the Board at their monthly
meeting prior to scheduling a public hearing.
The Board meets the first Tuesday of each month at
7:30pm in the Lower Level Conference Rooms.
Commencing January 1, 2010, we are going to
change our scheduled meeting from the first
Tuesday to the second Tuesday of the month and
meetings will start at 7:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Dave Broschart, Chairman
Kevin Dorman, Member
Dick Aube, Member
George Hibbard, Alternate Member
Joan Veinot, Alternate Member

ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Regular office hours were maintained to assist the
Building Inspector to expedite permit-required projects in
assuring compliance to the Town of West Brookfield
Zoning By-Laws. During the 2009 year, this office has
Town of West Brookfield

157

Annual Report 2009

taken and responded to 126 phone calls and 121 e-mail
requests.
Thirteen projects were documented and referred to
the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for special permit or
variance.
One property owner was fined for starting a project
without a proper permit.
There were several instances that required letters to
be sent to property owners identifying zoning infractions
and requesting that they comply with the Zoning By-Laws
for the Town of West Brookfield. In most cases, these
infractions were corrected immediately however, in some
cases, further communication and follow up was needed
and some required working with the ZBA. At this time,
some issues are still open with the ZBA.
A couple of issues were brought to Town Counsel for
input and a decision based on interpretation of the bylaws raised during the project and/or complaint. One of
these is still an open issue, at this time, and remains to be
resolved.
Cooperation and compliance with Zoning By-Laws,
decisions of the Zoning Enforcement Officer, ZBA,
Planning Board and respect for neighbors is appreciated
and helps to reduce the cost to the Town of West
Brookfield, when issues can be settled without the need
for Town Counsel.
Copies of the Town of West Brookfield Zoning ByLaws are available from the Town Clerk or you may go to
the Town website to view or print them.
Respectfully submitted,
Gary M. Simeone, Zoning Enforcement Officer
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Front Cover:
West Brookfield pictures 100 years ago at the 250th Anniversary of the Quaboag
Plantation. Pictures and design by Bill Jankins.
Rear Cover:
Early pictures of familiar sites in West Brookfield from the collection of Bill Jankins.
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