
HOUSE . No. 4669

Executive Department,

State House, Boston, May 29, 1968.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In my annual message this year I declared my support for legis-
lation which would give our cities and towns the right to restrict
outdoor advertising within their respective jurisdictions.

The defeat of a local billboard control measure in the House last
week was a source of dismay not only to me but to the people of
our Commonwealth, who believe they are entitled to home rule in
choosing to restrict outdoor advertising.

Public support for local restriction over billboards has been loud
and clear. It is time for public opinion and the public interest
to be recognized by the public’s elected representatives. A billboard
restriction law achieving those objectives should be enacted this
session.

Therefore, I am submitting legislation which would require the
Outdoor Advertising Board to refuse any application for a billboard
which does not comply with local zoning by-laws and ordinances.
I urge you to grant this measure prompt and favorable action.

I urge Your Honorable Bodies to give the attached legislation
your immediate approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,

Cfje Commontoealt!) of 90a0sacf)U0etts

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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*In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act requiring that permits for billboards issued by the
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING BOARD COMPLY WITH LOCAL ZONING BY-LAWS
AND ORDINANCES.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives irfi

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 93 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 29 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following:
4 Section 29. The outdoor advertising board, herein and in
5 sections twenty-nine A, thirty A and thirty-one called the
6 board, may make, amend or repeal rules and regulations for
7 the proper control and restriction of billboards, signs and
8 other advertising devices, except as provided in section thirty-
-9 two, on public ways or on private property within public

10 view of any highway, public park or reservation. Such rules
11 and regulations may require that said billboards, signs or
12 other devices be located in business, commercial, industrial,
13 marketing or mercantile areas, or on unrestricted commercial
14 arteries and adjacent to commercial enterprises; shall require
15 that said billboards, signs or other devices comply with such
16 local zoning by-laws and ordinances as may from time to time
17 be in effect; may prescribe standards of size, setback and
18 clearance, considering the public interest; may require said
19 billboards, signs or other devices to be licensed by the board
20 by the issuance of permits in accordance therewith and with
21 this section; and may prescribe permit fees to be fixed withA
22 regard to the cost of administering this section, and said fees
23 need not be uniform throughout the commonwealth. No
24 permit, whether permanent or temporary, for a billboard,
25 sign or other advertising device shall be issued unless written
26 notice of the application therefor stating the proposed loca-
-27 tion shall have been given at least thirty days earlier to the

Oc Commontocaltl) of epassacbuscrts



1968.] HOUSE No. 4669. 3

28 city or town in which the proposed billboard, sign or other
29 advertising device is to be located. The board may delegate to
30 the executive director authority to issue licenses or permits,
31 subject to the provisions of section twenty-nine A, where no
32 objection has been received to the pending application.
33 Except as hereinafter provided, before establishing or amend-
-34 ing rules and regulations under this section, the board shall
35 hold duly advertised public hearings in Boston and in such
36 other cities and towns within the commonwealth as it deems
37 necessary or expedient. Cities and towns may further regulate
38 and restrict said billboards, signs or other devices within
39 their respective limits by ordinance or by-law, not inconsis-
-40 tent with sections twenty-nine to thirty-three, inclusive, or
41 with said rules and regulations.
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