
178 Acts, 1938. ~ Chap. 221.

sport, the city of Boston, by an order adopted by its school

committee and approved by its traffic commission, any other

city by ordinance and any town by by-law may provide for

the closing to vehicular traffic, during periods of time specified

in such order, ordinance or by-law, of any public way or

part thereof within the limits of such city or town, except a

state highway or a parkway or boulevard, having due regard

in every instance to the rights of abutting owners and the

general public in the use of such way or part thereof.

Approved April 14, 1938.

Chap. 221 An Act relative to procedure before the department
OF PUBLIC utilities.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.)- 25, § 4,

amended.

Chapter twenty-five of the General Laws is hereby

amended by striking out section four, as appearing in the

Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

Certain powers lowing:— SectioTi 4- The chairmau shall havc and cxercise

thechiiman supervisiou and control over all the affau-s of the com-

si^ners""^''" Hiission. He shall preside at all hearings at which he is

present, and shall designate a commissioner to act as chair-

man in his absence. He shall not, except as is otherwise

provided herein, be charged with any administrative func-

tions. In order to promote efficiency in administration he

shall from time to time make such division or redivision of

the work of the department among the commissioners as

he deems expedient. All of the commissioners shall, if so

directed by the chairman, participate in the hearing and

decision of any matter coming before the commission. In

the hearing of all matters other than those of formal or

administrative character coming before the commission, one

or more commissioners shall participate and in the decision

of all such matters at least three commissioners shall par-

ticipate; provided that any such matter may be heard,

examined and investigated by an employee of the depart-

ment designated and assigned thereto by the chairman,

with the concurrence of at least three commissioners. Such

employee shall make a report in writing relative to every

such matter to the commission for its decision thereon.

For the purposes of hearing, examining and investigating

any such matter such employee shall have all of the powers

conferred upon a commissioner by section five A, and all

pertinent provisions of said section shall apply to such

proceedings. In every such case the concurrence of a ma-

jority of the commissioners participating in the decision shall

be necessary therefor. Approved April I4, 1938.


