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Executive Department

State House, Boston, July 17, 1968.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1174 entitled “An Act providing for the issuance of special
plumbers’ licenses in the county of Dukes County.”

The State Board of Examiners of Plumbers find that the bill
before me is unsatisfactory inasmuch as it only pertains to the
County of Dukes, whereas they feel if what is intended for the
County of Dukes is to be accomplished, that it would be discrim-
inating against other towns throughout the Commonwealth whose
population is under 2000.

Due to the ease of travel through the commonwealth, plumbers
living in one town and working in another, and due to the fact that
it is the desire of the Board for once and for all to take care of
qualifications of plumbers throughout the state, they have written
to me as follows:

‘We are of the opinion that, if the provisions of chapter 142
were extended to all towns regardless of population, this Board
would be willing to meet with the appropriate authorities of the
smaller towns to discuss some sort of grandfather clause which
would be in force for a specified length of time.’
Because of the great reluctance of the Board of Examiners of

Plumbers to agree with the legislation before me and their desire to
once and for all to take care of the situation throughout the state
as to the qualification of plumbers, I am returning the bill for
amendment as follows:—

By striking out all after the enactment clause and substituting in
place thereof the following:—

Section 13 of Chapter 142 of the General Laws, as most recently
amended by Chapter 358 of the Acts of 1965, is hereby amended by
striking out Section 13 and inserting in place thereof the following
Section.
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Section 1. In all cities and towns, the examiners, subject to the
approval of the Department of Public Health, shall make and from
time to time in like manner alter, amend and repeal rules and
regulations relative to the construction, alteration, repair and
inspection of plumbing in such cities and towns, which rules and
regulations shall be reasonable, uniform, and based on generally
accepted standards of plumbing practice; provided, however, that
the application of such rules and regulations may be varied by the
examiners in a particular city or town upon petition of the board of
health or health department thereof.

Any ordinance, by-law or regulation adopted under section
thirteen of chapter one hundred and forty-two of the general laws
or adopted under any other act of the legislature prior to the effec-
tive date of this act, and in effect on said date, shall continue in
effect until superceded by rules and regulations of the board of state
examiners of plumbers, as authorized by section thirteen of said
chapter one hundred and forty-two, as amended by section one of
this act.

Chapter 142 of the General Laws is further amended by striking
out section two and inserting in place thereof the following

Section 2. Section one through tw7enty-two, except section
twenty-one shall apply to all cities and towns.

Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 4 of
chapter one hundred and forty-two, in any town having a popula-
tion of less than 3,000, the Board of Health of said town may
certify to the state examiners of plumbers, under the penalties of
perjury, the names of those persons who for four or more years
prior to the effective date of this act have engaged in or worked at
the business of plumbing. The state board of examiners of plumbers
shall give, within six (6) months, a special oral and practical
examination to persons so certified and being satisfied of their
competence shall issue a special license to engage in the business of
a master plumber or to work as a journeyman.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth


