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Executive Department

State House, Boston, July 17, 1968

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
4677 entitled “An Act authorizing certain additional personnel
with the registry of motor vehicles to exercise full police powers”.

This bill would give over 300 employees of the Registry of Motor
Vehicles full police powers throughout the Commonwealth and
allow them to carry weapons. This, in effect, amounts to the
establishment of a second State Police organization. Such a move
would be totally inconsistent with our efforts to reorganize and
consolidate the public safety efforts in the Commonwealth. This
reason alone is sufficient to warrant my disapproval of H. 4677.

Secondly, while the cost of slightly more than 300 guns and
holsters—about $lB,OO0—is not large relative to other govern-
mental expenditures we must also remember the cost of indoctrina-
tion, continued training and ammunition which will be required.
The cost of these items becomes significant—a minimum of 50
hours per man is estimated to be required for firearms indoctrina-
tion alone —and unjustifiable in lights of the bill’s virtual duplica-
tion of our present Division of State Police.

Finally, as to arming these men, we would point out that the
Registry presently has a 15 man detail of armed special investi-
gators, with full police powers, to deal with serious criminal
matters. To arm approximately 300 more men whose prime respon-
sibility is not directed to such matters and whose training in
general law enforcement and weapons handling would not
approach that of a State Police trooper, would be highly inappro-
priate, particularly now when we are trying to control the prolif-
eration of hand weapons. After 40 years of existence without full
police powers and guns, 1968 appears to be a most unseasonable
time to arm these several hundred men.

Respectfully submitted
JOHN A. VOLPE,

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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