
SENATE 92

To accompany the petition of Elias E. Potter for legislation to com-
pel the removal of underbrush growing within the limits of public
ways. Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

AN ACT
To provide for the Removal of Underbrush growing

within the Limits of Public Ways.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Within five years from the first
2 day of January in the year nineteen hundred and
3 five, every municipality shall remove all under-
-4 brush growing within the limits of any of the
5 public ways therein, except as provided in the
6 following section; and, after the municipality has
7 removed the underbrush from any public way,
8 the owner of any estate abutting thereon shall as
9 often as once a year remove, by mowing or other-
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10 wise, the underbrush from that part of the public
11 way on which his land abuts. If such owner
12 should fail so to remove the underbrush, the
13 municipality shall remove it and the cost of such
14 removal shall be certified by the assessors to the
15 collector of taxes, who shall include it in the next
16 annual tax bill for an annual tax upon such
17 owner’s estate abutting on said public way, and
18 the same shall be a lien upon such estate, and
19 shall be considered as a part of the taxes on real
20 estate and be levied, collected, and paid or abated
21 in like manner.

1 Section 2. The provisions of the preceding
2 section shall not apply to any part of a public
3 way abutting on pasture land, or extending
4 through woods, from which the board of aldermen
5 of any city or the selectmen of any town in which
G such part of the public way is situated shall de-
-7 termine, after public notice and a hearing, that it
8 is not expedient to remove the underbrush; nor
9 shall the provisions of said section apply to orna-

10 mental shrubbery set out along a public way and
11 so cared for as not to interfere with travel on
12 such way.


