
SENATE . No. 213.

To accompany the petition of Charles E. Adams, president of the Mass
achusetts State Board of Trade, and another for legislation to provide 
for a uniform system of accounting by the several counties, cities and 
towns. Cities.

(iommonujmltl) of Jfto&oadjiiMts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

AN ACT
Relative to the Keeping of Accounts and the Making 

of Returns by Counties, Cities and Towns.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. The comptroller of county ac-
2 counts shall hereafter be entitled and known as
3 the comptroller of county and municipal accounts,
4 and, in addition to the other duties prescribed for
5 him, he shall formulate a system of accounts,
6 uniform for all public officers and public reports
7 of the same class, to be kept by the several coun-
8 ties, cities and towns, and may employ experts to
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9 assist him therein, and shall report thereon to the 
10 next general court.

1 S e c t i o n  2. The auditor of each county, city
2 or town shall, for the county, city or town, annu-
3 ally furnish to said comptroller, on blanks pro-
4 vided by him, a report containing: first, a
5 summarized statement of the receipts from all
6 sources by any officer or employee of any city or
7 town; second, a summarized statement of all
8 accounts due such city or town; third, a sum-
9 marized statement of all expenditures of each city

10 or town; expenditures for permanent construc-
11 tion being tabulated separately from expenditures
12 for maintenance and operation; fourth, a state-
13 ment of all costs of ownership, — expenditures
14 for construction and operation being separately
15 stated, — and of all income of each and every
16 public service industry, maintained or operated
17 by any city or town; and, fifth, a statement of
18 the entire public debt of each city or town, show-
19 ing the purpose for which each item of the debt
20 was created, and the provisions made for the pay-
21 ment of the same, together with such other
22 information as the comptroller may include. '

1 S e c t i o n  3. The substance of these reports
2 shall be compiled and tabulated by the comp-
3 .troller, and published in annual volumes of com-
4 parative statistics, which shall be issued for the
5 cities and towns at the expense of the Common-
6 wealth, as public documents, and shall be submit-
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7 ted by the comptroller to the legislature in print
8 at the earliest practicable date after said annual
9 reports.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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