
SENATE No. 296

CommontomUl) of JitaosadjusettSo

Executive Department, Boston, A pril 12, 1904.

The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
I return herewith an act entitled “  An Act to Authorize 

the Renting of State Armories for Certain Purposes,” with 
my objections thereto in writing.

It has been the established law of this Commonwealth that 
state armories shall not be rented, exc.ept for military pur
poses. This bill contemplates a radical change in that 
policy. It permits, with the approval of the Adjutant 
General, the renting of a state armory for any purpose 
whatsoever, the rental received not to go into the state 
treasury, but to be devoted to such purposes as the company 
or companies using the armory may determine. This is not 
a wise change. The militia companies were never so fully 
provided for by the state as at present. They are furnished 
with armories, with light and heat, with furniture, and with 
all the necessary equipment demanded for military training. 
There is, therefore, no need from a military standpoint of 
passing this bill in order that companies may have the 
money with which to equip themselves or their armories.

This bill provides that the armories may be rented by the 
companies occupying them. The armories will thus be 
brought into competition with private property used for 
balls and entertainments. It is not just that those who have 
invested their money in private halls and theatres, which
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must be rented so as to pay an income on the investment, 
and which also have to bear their share of the burden of 
taxation, should be brought into competition with buildings 
erected for military purposes, exempted from taxation, and 
paid for out of the public treasury.

Believing, therefore, that this bill is unnecessary, and 
that it is contrary to a wise and conservative' public policy,’ 
I return it without my signature.

JOHN L. BATES.


