
SENATE No. 303

(Üommoiuueaiil) of ittassadjusetts.

Se n a t e , April 20, 1904.

The committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1), as relates 
to forestry on the bill to establish the office of State 
Forester (Senate, No. 89, introduced on leave), reports 
the accompanying bill.

For the committee.

JOHN M. WOODS.
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Commonroealtl) of iitassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

AN  ACT
To establish the Office of State Forester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows: ' ■

1 Section 1. The state hoard of agriculture
2 shall annually on or before the first day of July
3 elect, subject to the approval of the governor, an
4 officer to be known as the state forester, who shall
5 be a trained forester who has had technical educa-
6 tion. The term of his office shall begin on the
7 first day of July, and if an appointee does not
8 accept the position until after the first day of July,
9 he shall, after his acceptance, be taken to have

10 been appointed to serve until the first day of July
11 next thereafter ensuing. He shall receive an
12 annual salary not exceeding two thousand dollars,
13 and his necessary travelling expenses.

1 Section 2. I t shall be the duty of the state
2 forester, under the direction of the state board of
3 agriculture, to further the perpetuation, extension
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4 and proper management of the forest lands of the
5 Commonwealth, both public and private. He
6 shall, under the direction of the said board, have
7 charge of all public reservations set aside for the
8 propagation of forest growth for other than park
9 purposes, and may, upon suitable request, give

10 aid or advice to any person owning or controlling
11 forest lands within the Commonwealth in the
12 management thereof. He shall give such a course
13 of instruction to the students of the Masssachu-
14 setts agricultural college as may be arranged for
15 by the trustees of the college and the state board
16 of agriculture, on the art and science of forestry,
17 aiid shall perform such other duties as may be
18 imposed upon him from time to time by the state
19 board of agriculture or by the general court.

1 Section 3. The state board of agriculture
2 may establish and maintain a nursery for the pro-
3 pagation of forest tree seedlings on such lands as
4 the trustees of the Massachusetts agricultural
5 college may set aside for that purpose on the
6 college grounds at Amherst. Seedlings from this
7 nursery shall be furnished to the Commonwealth
8 without expense for use upon reservations set
9 aside for the propagation of forest growth for

10 other than park purposes. The board may dis-
11 tribute seeds and seedlings to landowners, citizens
12 of the Commonwealth, under such conditions and
13 restrictions as it may deem advisable.

1 Section 4. The state forester, with the
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2 approval of the secretary of the state board of
3 agriculture, may employ such assistance or agents
4 as he may need in the performance of his duties.

1 Section 5. The state board of agriculture
2 shall annually make report to the legislature on or
3 before the fourth Wednesday in January of its
4 doings under this act, which report shall be in-
5 eluded in the annual report of the state board of
6 agriculture printed for distribution.

1 Section 6. A  sum not exceeding five thou-
2 sand dollars may be expended annually by the
3 state board of agriculture in carrying out the pro-
4 visions of this act.

1 S e c t i o n  7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


