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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 54, § 26.
amended.

Sessions of

registrars.

ChaV 281 ^^ ^^^ RELATIVE TO VOTING BY CHALLENGED VOTERS AT
POLLING PLACES WHERE VOTING MACHINES ARE USED, AND
TO THE COUNTING AND RECOUNTING OF VOTES WHERE
SUCH MACHINES ARE USED.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter fifty-four of

the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
tion, is hereby amended by striking out, in the first and
second Unes, the words "Except where voting machines are
used as provided in section thirty-four, the" and inserting

in place thereof the word : — The, — so as to read as fol-

lows : — Section 26. The state secretary shall, at the ex-

pense of the commonwealth, provide every city and town
for use at every polling place therein with a state ballot box
and counting apparatus approved by the board of voting
machine examiners as provided in section thirty-two. Bal-
lot boxes shall be purchased by the secretary at a price not
exceeding seventy dollars each.

Section 2. Section thirty-four of said chapter fifty-four,

as amended by section one of chapter two hundred and five

of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby
further amended by striking out the second paragraph.
Section 3. Said chapter fifty-four is hereby further

amended by inserting after section thirty-five, as appearing
in the Tercentenary Edition, the two following new sec-

tions:— Section 85A. At polling places at which voting
machines are used, ballots cast by challenged voters, and
absent voting ballots cast at elections where such voting is

permitted by law, shall be deposited in the ballot boxes pro-
vided in accordance with law. For such polling places, the
state secretary or the city or town clerk, as the case may
be, shall prepare, for the use of voters voting in person
whose right to vote is challenged, ofiicial ballots marked
"Challenged Ballots" in large type on the back thereof

when folded, and may use for such purpose official absent
voting ballots marked as aforesaid. Any such official ab-
sent voting ballot so used shall be an official ballot, as such
term is used in section thirty-five B. For each such polling

place, the officer aforesaid shall provide ballots so marked
to a number not less than five for each hundred registered

voters entitled to vote thereat.

Section 35B. If the right of a person offering to vote
by the use of such a machine is challenged, said person
shall not be permitted to cast his vote by the use thereof,

but shall be supplied by the presiding officer at the polling

place with an official ballot prepared under section thirty-

five A, which shall be received, subject to section eighty-

five. Upon the deposit of such ballot in the ballot box, the
election officers having charge of the voting lists shall cause
to be placed thereon, opposite the name of the person cast-

ing such ballot, the letters in capitals "C. V."

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 54, § 34.
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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 54, new
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In counting the votes at polling places where voting ma-
chines are used, total sheets shall be used upon which shall

be set down the total vote for each candidate and each ques-

tion as recorded by the voting machines. The totals of

ballots cast by challenged voters and of absent voting bal-

lots cast shall be recorded separately on said sheets or on
separate total sheets and added to the total vote cast by
the use of voting machines for each candidate and for

each question. All such total sheets shall be sealed up
in envelopes and transmitted to the city or town clerk

with the ballots, voting lists and records of the election

officers.

All provisions of law relative to primaries and elections,

so far as applicable to the use of voting machines and not
inconsistent with this section or section thirty-five A or

thirty-five B, shall apply to all primaries and elections held

at polling places where voting machines are used.

Section 4. Section one hundred and thirty-five of ^-A'- ^J^^-
chapter fifty-four of the General Laws, as most recently § 135, etc.,

amended by sections one and two of chapter two hundred ^'"^'i^'^-

and fifty of the acts of the current year, is hereby further

amended by inserting after the first paragraph the following

new paragraph :
—

•

In cases of recounts at elections where voting machines Recounts

have been used the city or town clerk shall transmit to the machliTes''"^

registrars the records of the election officers, the envelopes are used,

containing the total sheets showing the votes recorded by
the voting machines, cast by challenged voters and cast by
absent voting ballots, respectively, and containing the bal-

lots cast by challenged voters and the absent voting ballots

cast.

Section 5. Said chapter fifty-four is hereby amended Ss^ip""-
by inserting after section one hundred and thirty-five, as new section

amended, the following new section: — Section 135A. The i^oa, added,

recount of any election in an election district where voting conducting

machines are used shall consist of the checking with the recount.

records and voting lists of the total sheets containing the
results of the votes counted, including those cast by voting
machines, by ballots of challenged voters and by absent
voting ballots; also the rejection or counting of ballots cast

by challenged voters and the counting of absent voting
ballots cast, the determination of the questions raised by the
petition for recount, the retabulation of the results, and the
certification of the corrected results to the city or town
clerk. Upon completion of such recount such records,

total sheets, voting lists and ballots shall be returned to

the city or town clerk, after being sealed up in their proper
envelopes, in the manner and with the certificate required

by section one hundred and thirty-five.

Section 6. Section sixty of said chapter fifty-four, as g. l. (Ter.

appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended amended
^^'''

by adding at the end the words : — and in section thirty-

five A, — so that the last sentence will read as follows :
—
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Specimen
ballots, etc.

No ballots or specimen ballots shall be delivered by city or

town clerks except as provided herein and in section thirty-

five A. Approved May 6, 1938.

Chap. 282 An Act further regulating the submission to the
VOTERS OF THE SEVERAL COUNTIES OF THE QUESTION OF
THE LICENSING OF HORSE AND DOG RACES AT WHICH THE
PARI-MUTUEL SYSTEM OF BETTING SHALL BE PERMITTED.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 128A,
§ 14, etc.,

amended.

Referendimi
to counties
on horse and
dog racing.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-

tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section fourteen of chapter one hundred and twenty-
eight A of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
section two of chapter two hundred and fifty-three of the
acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in the tenth line, the words "year
nineteen hundred and thirty-four" and inserting in place
thereof the words :

— years nineteen hundred and thirty-

four and nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, and in every
fourth year thereafter, — and by striking out the paragraph
contained in the sixteenth to the twenty-fourth lines, in-

clusive, as so amended, — so as to read as follows:— Sec-

tion 14- Licenses shall not be granted under this chapter
for the holding or conducting of any horse racing meeting
or any dog racing meeting within any county unless a ma-
jority of the registered voters of such county voting on the
questions of granting such licenses when said questions
were last submitted to them, as hereinafter provided, have
voted in the affirmative.

The state secretary shall cause to be placed on the official

ballot to be used in the cities and towns at the biennial

state election in the years nineteen hundred and thirty-four

and nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, and in every fourth
year thereafter, the following questions :

—
1. Shall the pari-mutuel system of betting

on licensed horse races be permitted in this

county?
2. Shall the pari-mutuel system of betting

on licensed dog races be permitted in this

county?
If a majority of the votes cast in a county in answer to

question 1 are in the affirmative, such county shall be taken
to have authorized the licensing of horse races therein at

which the pari-mutuel system of betting shall be permitted.

If a majority of the votes cast in a county in answer to

question 2 are in the affirmative, such county shall be taken
to have authorized the licensing of dog races therein at

which the pari-mutuel system of betting shall be permitted.

Approved May 6, 1938.

YES.


