
SENATE No. 27

Senate, January, 1895.
[Introduced on leave by Senator Whitcomb of Hampden. Read and 

referred to committee on Cities.]

To place the Control of the Police Departments of the 
Several Cities of the Commonwealth under the License 
Commissions of said Cities, and to change the Name of 
such Commissions.

B e it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All powers now vested in the mayors
2 and city councils of the several cities of the Common-
3 wealth by the statutes thereof or by the ordinances,
4 rules, by-laws and regulations of said cities in relation
5 to the control and management of the police department
6 of the several cities having license commissions, except
7 as hereinafter provided, are hereby vested in the several
8 boards' of license commissions of said cities.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-five.
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1 Se c t . 2. The names of the several license commis-
2 sions are hereby changed, and they shall hereafter be
3 designated and known as the boards of police of their
4 respective cities.

1 Sect. 3. So much of chapter four hundred and
2 twenty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-four as provides that the powers, duties and
4 salaries of said license commissioners shall cease from
5 and after the first Monday following any annual muni-
6 cipal election in any city which has not voted to author-
7 ize the granting of licenses for the sale of intoxicating
8 liquor, is hereby repealed, and said boards of police
9 shall remain in continuous service without reference to

10 the vote o f the city in answer to the question “  shall
11 licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquor be granted
12 in this (town) city?”

1 Se c t . 4. All vacancies occurring in the membership
2 of such boards of police by expiration of term, resigna-
3 tion, removal or otherwise shall hereafter be filled by the
4 governor with the advice and consent of the executive
5 council. The members of said boards of police may be
6 removed by the governor with the advice and consent of
7 the council for malfeasance, incapacity or neglect of
8 duty.

1 S e c t . 5. Each of such boards of police may appoint
2 a clerk who shall be sworn, who shall keep a record of
3 all proceedings, issue all notices and attest all such
4 papers and orders as such board may direct; whose term
5 of office shall be six years, but any one of said clerks
6 may be removed by the board which appointed him for
7 such cause as it shall deem sufficient and express in its
8 order of removal.
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1 Se c t . 6. The members of the police force in office in
2 each of said cities at the time when this act takes effect
3 shall continue to hold their several offices until removed
4 or placed on the retired list by its board of police, and
5 the present rules and regulations of the boards of alder-
6 men for the government of the police shall continue in
7 force until otherwise ordered by the boards o f police of
8 the several cities. All police officers appointed by said
9 boards of police shall have and exercise within the

10 limits of their respective cities all the common law and
11 statutory powers of constables except the service of civil
12 process, and shall have all the powers given to the
13 police as watchmen by the statute of the Common-
14 wealth, the laws relating to said cities or any ordinance
15 thereof.

1 Sect. 7. The salary of the members of the said
2 boards of police shall be fixed by the city council of the
3 respective cities, at a sum not less than five hundred
4 dollars per annum for each member, which shall be paid
5 out of the treasury of the cities which they serve respec-
6 tively. Each o f such cities shall provide all such suit-
7 able accommodations for the police thereof as its board
8 of police shall require; and all buildings and property
9 used by the police force of any city shall be under the

10 control of its board o f police. The board of police of
11 each city may provide for itself such rooms as shall be
12 convenient and suitable for the performance o f its duties,
13 the rent of which shall be paid by the city. All ex-
14 penses for the maintenance of buildings, the pay of
15 police and all incidental expenses incurred in the admin-
16 istration of the police and the laws relating to the sale
17 of intoxicating liquor shall be paid by each city upon
18 the requisition of its board of police.
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1 Sect. 8. No board of police shall appoint a larger
2 number of patrolmen than are now authorized to be
3 appointed, nor shall the pay of the police be increased
4 or diminished except by the concurrent action of the city
5 and its board of police.

1 Sect. 9. Each board of police shall make a detailed
2 report of its doings quarterly to the mayor of its city
3 and annually to the governor of the Commonwealth in
4 the month of December.

1 Sect. 10. Nothing herein contained shall effect the
2 enforcement of the provisions of chapter three hundred
3 and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
4 eighty-four, being “ An act to improve civil service in the
5 Commonwealth and the cities thereof,” or of the rules
6 made by the commissioners thereunder. All appoint-
7 ments and promotions to positions upon any police force
8 in the cities of the Commonwealth, except members of
9 boards of police and the clerks of the several boards,

10 shall be made in accordance with the provisions of chapter
11 three hundred and twenty o f the acts o f the year eighteen
12 hundred and eighty-four, being “  An act to improve the
13 civil service of the Commonwealth and the cities thereof,”
14 and of the rules made by the commissioners appointed
15 thereunder. All officers, except the members of the
16 several boards of police and their clerks appointed under
17 the provisions o f this act, shall hold office during good
18 behavior, unless sooner removed for malfeasance, inca-
19 pacity or neglect of duty. No officer shall be removed
20 except for such cause, and then only after notice and
21 hearing.

1 Sect. 11. The board of police o f any city may, with
2 the approval of the mayor, retire from office any mem-
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3 ber of the force under its command who has become
4 disabled while in active performance of duty, and place
5 the officer so retired upon a pension roll and allow him
6 an amount not exceeding one-third the annual salary or
7 compensation of the office from which he so retired.
8 But no such officer shall be placed upon the pension roll,
9 unless it shall be certified to the board in writing by the

10 city physician of such city that the officer is permanently
11 incapacitated, either mentally or physically, from per-
12 forming his duty as a member o f the police force, nor
13 unless due notice is given the officer of the intention to
14 place him on the retired list.

1 Se c t . 12. The appointment of railroad police, as
2 authorized under the provisions of chapter three hundred
3 and seventy-two of the acts o f the year eighteen hundred
4 and seventy-four, may be made by any board of police;
5 and the boards o f police for any city may, if it deem
6 expedient, upon a written application of any responsible
7 corporation or person, appoint for a term not exceeding
8 one year, suitable persons to be special police officers,
9 to serve without pay from the city, under such rules and

10 regulations as the board of police may deem expedient,
11 with the power of police officers to preserve order and
12 to enforce the laws and the ordinances and by-laws of
13 the city in and about any place of amusement, place of
14 public worship, wharf, manufactory or other locality
15 specified in the application ; provided, that such corpora-
16 tion or person shall give bond to the city treasurer, sat-
17 isfactory to the mayor, to be liable to parties aggrieved
18 by any official misconduct of such police officer to the
19 same extent as for the torts of agents and servants in
20 their employment; and other proceedings may be had
21 upon said bond in the same manner as upon bonds of
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22 constables. A  record of such appointments so made
23 may be revoked by the said commissioners at any time.

1 Sect. 13. Any board of police may upon an emer-
2 gency or apprehension of riot, tumult, mob, insurrec-
3 tion, pestilence or invasion appoint as many special
4 patrolmen, without pay, from among the citizens as it
5 may deem desirable. During the service of any spe-
6 cial patrolman authorized as aforesaid, he shall possess
7 all powers and authority of members of the regular force
8 and he shall perform all the duties, that may be, by
9 orders, rules and regulations from time to time pre- 

10 scribed.

1 Sect. 14. So much of chapter four hundred and
2 twenty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-four and all other acts and parts of acts as
4 are inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby
5 repealed.

1 Se c t . 15. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


