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discharge of his duties, to an amount not more than the

amount recommended by the board or officer authorized to

appoint pohce officers, firemen or members of the fire de-

partment of such city, town or district, for expenses or

damages sustained by him while acting as a pohce officer,

fireman or m.ember of the fire department or as such assist-

ant, or incurred by him in the defence or settlement of an

action brought against him for acts done by him while so

acting, and such damages may include loss of pay by reason

of absence from duty on the part of such officer, fireman or

member because of temporary incapacity caused by injury

suffered through no fault of his own while in the actual per-

formance of duty; and, if such officer, fireman, member or

person be dead, such expenses or damages shall be payable

to his widow, or, if he leaves no widow, then to his next of

kin who, at the time of his death, were dependent upon his

wages for support. For the purposes of this section, call

firemen shall be considered members of a fire department.

This section shall be construed to authorize a city or town
to pay compensation, in the manner herein provided, for

damages for personal injuries, whether or not death results,

and for property damage sustained by a person while assist-

ing a police officer thereof in the discharge of his duty upon
his requirement. This section shall not apply to the city

of Boston. Approved May 10, 1938.

An Act relative to the time of establishing, chang- C/iap. 299
ING AND CANCELLING PARTY ENROLMENT OF VOTERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section thirty-eight of chapter fifty-three of the General
EJ^-g^J^g-gg

Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended,

amended by inserting after the word ''may" in the third

line the words:— , except within a period of thirty-one days
prior to a primary, — so as to read as follows : — Section Establishing

38. No voter enrolled under this or the preceding section "J^enroiment,

shall be allowed to receive the ballot of any political party

except that with which he is so enrolled; but a voter may,
except within a period of thirty-one days prior to a primary,

establish, change or cancel his enrolment by appearing in

person before a member of the board of registrars of voters

and requesting in writing to have his enrolment established

with a party, changed to another party, or cancelled, and
such enrolment, change or cancellation shall take effect at

the expiration of thirty days thereafter. No voter en-

rolled as a member of one political party shall be allowed

to receive the ballot of anj'- other political party, upon a

claim by him of erroneous enrolment, except upon a certifi-

cate of such error from the registrars, which shall be pre-

sented to the presiding officer of the primary and preserved

as part of the records of such primary; but the political

party enrolment of a voter shall not preclude him from re-
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ceiving at a city or town primary the ballot of any munici-

pal party, though in no one primary shall he receive more
than one party ballot. Approved May 10, 1938.

Chap.300 An Act providing that the mayor of boston shall be
ELIGIBLE FOR ELECTION FOR THE SUCCEEDING TERM.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section forty-five of chapter four hundred
and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, as

most recently amended by section six of chapter four hun-
dred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-four, is hereby further amended by striking out, in

the sixth and seventh lines, the words ''and shall not be eli-

gible for election for the succeeding term", — so as to read

as follows : — Section 4-5 • Beginning with the biennial mu-
nicipal election in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
five, the mayor of the city of Boston shall be elected at

large to hold office for the term of four j^ears from the first

Monday in January following his election and until his suc-

cessor is chosen and qualified.

Section 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance

to the registered voters of the city of Boston at its regular

city election in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-nine

in the form of the following question which shall be placed

upon the official ballot to be used at said election:— "Shall

an act passed by the general court in the year nineteen

hundred and thirty-eight entitled 'An Act providing that

the Mayor of Boston shall be eligible for Election for the

Succeeding Term ', be accepted? " If a majority of the voters

voting thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said

question, this act shall thereupon take effect, but not

otherwise. Approved May 10, 1938.

Chap. SOI An Act relative to the use of poison to protect for-

est PLANTATIONS OR IN CONNECTION WITH WOOD TICK

suppression and CONTROL.

Emergency Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would defeat
pream e.

-^^ purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-

gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the

public health and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

EdV iJr'
Chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the General Laws

§ 103. amended, is hereby amended by striking out section one hundred and
three, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and insert-

Use of poison ^^g in place thereof the following: — Section 103. Whoever
mammafs placcs poisou in any form whatsoever for the purpose of
penaUzed.

killing any mammal or bird shall be punished by a fine of

not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dol-

lars, or by imprisonment for not less than three months nor

more than one year, or both; provided, that this section


