
SENATE No. 165.

Senate, March 11, 1895.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred the petition of the Boston Merchants’ Association
(accompanied by Bill printed as House, No. 255) that the
wharves and docks of said city be placed under public control;
also the petition of Wesley A. Gove and others (accompanied
by Bill printed as House, No. 345) that certain lands maybe
acquired in Boston Harbor for the purpose of erecting docks
and wharves; and the Bill (introduced on leave, printed as
House, No. 496) relating to the commercial facilities of the
city of Boston ; and the petition of P. B. Corbett and others
in aid of legislation providing for a public dock system and
the improvement of the South Boston water front, report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEORGE P. SANGER.

(fammomucaltl) of ilTassarljusctts,



Mar.9 PORT OF BOSTON.

Hundred and NiIn the Y

AN ACT
To provide for an Investigation of the Wants of

the Port of Boston for an Improved System
of Docks and Wharves, and Terminal Facilities
in connection therewith.
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1 Section 1. The governor, by and with the
consent of the council, shall appoint a board of
inquiry to consist of three persons, of whom the
chairman of the board of harbor and land com-
missioners may be one, who shall hold their office
for one year from the first day of April in the
year eighteen hundred and ninety-five.
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Said board shall consider and investigate the
following subjects:
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Commoiuucaltl) of ittassaajuscns

First. The policy of a public ownership and
control of docks and wharves. What are the
advantages and disadvantages of this form of
control in other ports of the United States; to
what extent it exists in foreign parts, and why it
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15 has been adopted and considered essential to com-

-16 mercial development in certain seaports?
17 Second. If the system of public ownership of
18 docks and wharves is elsewhere of general public
19 advantage, can such a

20 Boston with advantage
21 view of the existing
22 wharves in that city,

system be established in
to the public interests in
ownership of docks and
and the conditions under
the port is carried on?23 which the commerce ot

24 Third. If public ownership of a system of
25 docks and wharves in Boston is advisable, in
26 what manner can the necessary water front best
27 be acquired and improved and used so as to prac-
-28 tically inaugurate such a system? further, what
29 will be the probable cost of such an undertaking?
30 in what way can the needed money best be
31 obtained? how should it be expended, and who
32 and what authority or agency should have charge
33 of the construction of the new docks, and the
34 maintenance of the system when in operation;
35 and they shall consider the advisability of restor-
-36 ing to the Commonwealth the ownership and
37 control of all or any of the Hats in Boston Harbor
38 not now owned by the city of Boston.
39 Fourth. What changes, if any, said Board
40 deems necessary in regard to railroad terminal
41 facilities and connection with said docks and
42 wharves, and whether the public necessity and
43 convenience in connection therewith require the
44 abolition of any grade crossings of highways or
45 railroads and if so, how the same may be accom-
-46 plished.
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47 Fifth. Whether or not business has been
48 diverted from Boston by discrimination in the
49 matter of freight or wharfage charges, or for any
50 other reason, and if so, how the present condi-
-51 tions may be remedied.

1 Sect. 2. Said board may receive such cora-

-2 pensation and incur such expenses as the gov-
-3 ernor with the advice and consent of the council
4 may authorize, the same to be paid out of the
5 treasury of the Commonwealth from any moneys

6 not appropriated

1 Sect. 3. Said board
2 general court in print,
3 investigation aforesaid,

shall report to the next
itating the results of the
and if they recommend

4 any legislative action, they shall embody in their
5 report a draft of a bill in accordance with their
6 recommendations.

1 Sect. 4. Said report shall be filed with the
2 secretary of the Commonwealth on or before the
3 first Wednesday of February in the year eighteen
4 hundred and ninety-six.

4 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


