
SENATE No. 227.

Senate, March 27, 1895.

The committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the forty-first annual report of the trustees of
the State Farm at Bridgewater (Pub. Doc. No. 24), (in
part), and the Bill to authorize the commitment of persons
acquitted of crime, by reason of insanity, to the State Farm
at Bridgewater (House, No. (139, introduced on leave),
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWIN B. HARVEY.
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[Mar.ASYLUM FOR INSANE CRIMINALS.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-five

AN ACT
To establish an Asylum for Insane Criminals at

Bridgewater, and to provide for and regulate
Commitments and Removals to the Same.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representai
■t assembled, and bit the authority ofn C

1 Section 1. So much of the hospital and alms-
-2 house departments of the state farm at Bridge-
-3 water as was established for the care and mainte-
-4 nance of insane men, under the provisions of
5 chapter two hundred and nineteen of the acts of
(5 the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six, chapter
7 eighty-nine of the resolves of eighteen hundred
8 and eighty-eight, and chapter forty-eight of the
9 resolves of eighteen hundred and ninety-three,
10 shall hereafter be known as and designated “the
11 state asylum for insane criminals.”

1 Sect. 2. The superintendent of the state farm
2 shall appoint a medical director of the said asy-
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3 him, with the approval of the trustees, who shall

4 fix his salary.

1 Sect. 3. The description of insane male per-
-2 sons, mentioned in section fifteen of chapter two

3 hundred and thirteen, in sections sixteen, nineteen
4 and twenty of chapter two hundred and fourteen,
5 in sections ten, twelve and fourteen of chapter
(3 two hundred and twenty-two of the Public Stat-
-7 utes, and in chapter three hundred and twenty of
8 the acts of eighteen hundred and eighty-five, may
9 hereafter he committed or removed to the state

10 asylum for insane criminals, instead of to a state
11 lunatic hospital, as therein provided. Said com-
-12 mitments and removals shall be made as therein
13 provided for commitments and removals to a state
14 lunatic hospital.

1 Sect. 4. The insane persons heretofore trans-
-2 ferred to said hospital and almshouse depart-
-3 ments and held therein in accordance with exist-
4 ing law, shall be held in said asylum as though
5 removed thereto under the provisions of this act,
6 and the state board of lunacy and charity may
7 hereafter transfer and commit thereto any inmate
8 of a state lunatic hospital, of the Worcester in-
-9 sane asylum, or of the state farm, of the descrip-

10 tion of persons mentioned in chapter two hundred
11 and fifty-one of the acts of eighteen hundred and
12 ninety-four and the provision contained in section
13 two of said chapter, relative to the return of such
14 persons to the prison or other institution to



4

15 which they were originally committed, shall
10 apply to all persons removed to the asylum for
17 insane criminals under the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. Section twenty-one of chapter two
2 hundred and fourteen of the Public Statutes is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “ hospital ” in the first line of said section, the
5 words “or to the state asylum for insane crimi-
7 nals ”so that said section will read when amended
8 “ any person committed to a state lunatic hospital
9 or to the state asylum for insane criminals under

10 the preceding section may be discharged there-
-11 from by the governor, by and with the advice and
12 consent of the council, when he is satisfied, after
13 a hearing of the matter, that such person may be
14 discharged without danger to others.”O''" o
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