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Executive Department Boston, March 1, 1892.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
I transmit herewith, for your information and action, a

special report made by the Commissioners of Prisons con-
cerning the disposal of sewage from the Eeformatory
Prison for Women at Sherborn and the expense of maintain-
ing and operating a system of sewage disposal as authorized
by chapter 211 of the Acts of 1890, with their request for
an appropriation to cover the same.

WM. E. RUSSELL.
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Office of Commissioners of Prisons,
State House, Boston, Mass., March 18, 1892.

To His Excellency William E. Russell, Governor.

Dear Sir:—I am directed by the commissioners of
prisons to submit for the information of Your Excellency
the following statement concerning the disposal of sewage
from the Reformatory Prison for Women :

Chapter 403 of the Acts of 1887 authorized the town of
Framingham to construct and maintain a system of sewage
disposal; section Bof that act gave to the Commonwealth
the right to discharge into the main sewer of such system
the sewage from the Reformatory Prison for Women, paying
for such privilege such percentage of the cost of construction
of said system and such percentage of the annual expense of
maintaining and operating the same as may be agreed upon
between the town of Framingham and the Commonwealth,
through its board of prison commissioners. By chapter 211
of the Acts of 1890 the commissioners of prisons were
authorized and required to connect the Reformatory Prison
for Women with the sewerage system of the town of Fra-
mingham ; by that act and a resolve of the same year the
sum of eight thousand dollars was appropriated for building
the sewer from the prison to the main sewer of the town.
The prison sewer was completed in July last, and since that
time the sewage from the prison has been discharged into
the main sewer of the town system. Acting under section
8 of chapter 403 of the Acts of 1887, already quoted, the
commissioners of prisons have had several conferences with
the sewer committee of the town of Framingham, and in
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January, in response to the request of this board, the sewer
committee submitted a proposition that the Commonwealth
should pay the sum of fifteen thousand dollars as its per-
centage of the cost of construction, and the sum of one
thousand dollars annually toward the cost of maintenance.
In fixing this amount the sewer committee were probably
influenced somewhat by the report of a commission appointed
in 1884 to consider a general system of drainage for the
valleys of Mystic, Blackstone and Charles rivers, which
commission in its report to the Governor in December, 1885,
named fifteen thousand dollars as the amount to be assessed
upon the Commonwealth for draining what was called in
that report the Natick and Framingham Health District.
It did not seem to the commissioners, however, that the esti-
mate of that special commission could properly be relied
upon, and in considering the amount the Commonwealth
should pay, this board estimated that the Reformatoxy
Prison for Women would discharge into the main sewer of
the town about nine per cent, of the amount that would enter
from the town of Framingham if the system were used by
its entire population. The cost of constructing that part of
the system which should be considered in making the esti-
mate, was about ninety-four thousand dollars ; the commis-
sioners therefore made to the town of Framingham an offer,
under date of Feb. 23, 1892, to pay eighty-five hundred
dollars as the percentage of the cost of construction ;.and as
the expense of operating is about sixty-five hundred dollars
a year, the commissioners upon the same basis made an offer
of six hundred dollars as the Commonwealth’s proportion of
the annual cost of maintenance.

At a legal meeting of the qualified voters of the town of
Framingham held March 7, 1892, it was voted “to accept
the offer of the prison commissioners of Massachusetts,
made Feb. 23, 1892, under the provisions of section 8 of
chapter 403 of the Acts of 1887, and that the sewer com-
mittee be authorized to settle upon that basis.”

It si ems extremely desirable that a final settlement si
be made between the Commonwealth and the town of
mingham, and as the commissioners of prisons have dot
that the statutes authorize and require them to do it
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matter, they have directed me to respectfully request Your
Excellency to consider the advisability of asking the general
court to appropriate the sum required to effect such settle-
ment in accordance with the agreement named in this letter.

If Your Excellency shall decide to bring this matter to
the attention of the general court the commissioners respect-
fully request that you will ask, in addition to the amount
already named, for an appropriation of fifty dollars to con-
nect certain premises with the sewer from the Reformatory
Pi’ison for Women. When this branch sewer was completed
certain parties gave to the Commonwealth the right to cross
their land on condition that their premises should be con-
nected with the sewer free of expense to them; by some
mistake of the contractor this connection was not made in
one case when the sewer was built, and there is now no
money available for this purpose ; the commissioners there-
fore respectfully request that the small sum named may be
granted for the purpose of carrying out the agreement on
behalf of the Commonwealth.

I have the honor to be,
Yours very respectfully

FRED. G. PETTIGROVE,
Secretary.


