
HOUSE No. 260.

House of Representatives, March 22, 1892.

The committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed to
inquire into the expediency of legislation to protect seamen
from impositions practiced upon them by boarding-house
keepers and others in the matter of engaging them for the
merchant marine, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

RICHARD G. KILDUFF.

dLommomucaltl) of iflassadjuoctts.



2 FMar.PROTECTION OF SEAMEN.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two

AN ACT
For the Better Protection of Seamen.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follow

1 Section 1. The mayor and aldermen or select-
-2 men of any city or town, may by writing under
3 their hands, license one or more suitable inhabi-
-4 tants of their respective cities and towns to be
5 shipping masters within the same for the term of
6 one year, and may receive to the use of the city
7 or town for each license such sum as they may
8 determine, not exceeding five hundred dollars.
9 They shall record each license in a book, to be

10 kept by them for that purpose.

1 Sect. 2. If a person not licensed as a ship-
-2 ping master ships or attempts to ship, or causes
3 or attempts to cause, any seaman or other person
4 to enter into any contract of shipment before
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5 them for any voyage to any part or parts within
6 or without the Commonwealth or the United
7 States, he shall, for each offense, forfeit a sum not
8 exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall not be construed to
2 permit the shipment of seamen and others in such
3 cases as are within the exclusive jurisdiction of
4 the shipping commissioners of the United States.

1 Sect. 4. Shipping commissioners of the United
2 States, and masters of vessels, when personally
3 shipping seamen for the vessels ofwhich they are
4 the respective masters, shall be excepted from the
5 provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




