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(ftommonrocaltf) of ittassadjusetts.

H odse of R epresentatives, April 5, 1892.

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
the petition of Edward L. Tucker tor legislation authorizing 
the enlistment of a paymaster’s clerk in each 12-company 
regiment; also three other petitions for the same ob ject; 
also the order relative to making such changes in the militia 
law as are necessitated by the new United States drill regu
lations, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

W M. H. OAKES.

House of R epresentatives, April 13, 1892.

Ihe committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
Bill to amend acts relative to the Volunteer Militia, report 
that it ought to pass.

For the Committee,

CHARLES F. SHUTE.
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Commontocaltl) of ittcissadjuscits.
In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two.

AN ACT
To amend Acts relative to the Volunteer Militia.

B e it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the 
same, as follow s:

1 S e c t i o n  1. That section twenty-two, chapter
2 font- hundred and eleven, acts of eighteen hun-
3 dred and eighty-seven be amended to read as
4 follows: —
5 Sect. 22. In time o f peace the volunteer
6 militia shall consist o f not more than seventy-two
7 companies o f infantry, three troops of cavalry,
8 three batteries o f light artillery, two corps of
9 cadets, a signal corps to each brigade and one 

10 ambulance corps.

1 S e c t . 2. That section twenty-three, chapter
2 four hundred and eleven, acts of eighteen hun-
3 dred and eighty-seven be amended to read as
4 follows: —
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5 Sect. 23. The commander-in-chief shall ar-
6 range the artillery, infantry and cavalry into
7 regiments, battalions, and when necessary, un-
8 attached companies, and not more than two
9 brigades. There shall be not more than six regi-

10 ments o f infantry, one regiment or more o f which,
11 at the discretion of the governor, may be changed
12 to heavy artillery, and uniformed and instructed 
IB in that arm o f the service.

1 S e c t . 3. That section twenty-six, chapter
2 four hundred and eleven, acts o f eighteen hun-
3 dred and eighty-seven, as amended by chapter
4 four hundred and twenty-five, section one, acts
5 of eighteen ninety be further amended to read as
6 fo llow s : —
7 Sect. 26. To each regiment there shall be one
8 colonel, one lieutenant colonel, one major for
9 every four companies and a staff to consist o f one

10 surgeon with the rank of major, one adjutant,
11 one quartermaster, one paymaster who shall be
12 the mustering officer, one assistant surgeon, one
13 inspector o f rifle practice, each with the rank of
14 first lieutenant and one chaplain.
15 There shall also be a non-commissioned staff as
16 follows, one sergeant major, one quartermaster
17 sergeant, one hospital steward, one paymaster
18 sergeant and one drum major.
19 There shall also be allowed to each regiment,
20 two color sergeants to rank as sergeants, and two
21 color guard and one orderly each to rank as pri-
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22 vate, and one chief bugler and sixteen drummers
23 to be mustered as chief bugler and drummers
24 respectively.
25 The orderly may be mounted at the discretion
26 o f the governor.

1 Sect . 4. That section twenty-nine, chapter
2 four hundred and eleven, acts of eighteen hun-
3 dred and eighty-seven, be amended to read as
4 follows: —
5 Sect. 29. To each corps o f cadets there shall
6 be one lieutenant colonel, one major and a staff to
7 consist o f one surgeon with the rank of major, one
8 adjutant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, who
9 shall be the mustering officer, one inspector of

10 rifle practice and one assistant surgeon, each with
11 the rank of first lieutenant, and one chaplain.
12 There shall also be a non-commissioned staff as
13 follows, one sergeant major, one quartermaster
14 sergeant, one hospital steward and one drum
15 major, and there shall be such number o f line
16 officers, not to exceed four captains, four first
17 lieutenants, and four second lieutenants, and of
18 non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates
19 as the commander-in-chief shall deem expedient
20 for instruction in the school of the battalion.
21 These corps of cadets shall be instructed,
22 armed, and equipped as the commander-in-chief
23 shall direct, and shall receive the same compensa-
24 tion and allowances as separate battalions of
25 infantry.
26 They shall remain unattached, subject only to
27 the orders o f the commander-in-chief, except in
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28 case of precept as provided in section ninety-nine.
29 To each signal corps, there shall be one first
30 lieutenant, one first sergeant, four sergeants, and
31 twenty privates.
32 The commissioned officer shall receive the same
33 pay and emoluments as a first lieutenant o f
34 cavalry.
35 To the ambulance corps there shall be one cap-
36 tain and one first lieutenant, who shall be medical
37 officers, and receive the same pay and emoluments
38 as captain and first lieutenants o f cavalry respec-
39 tively, one first sergeant, four sergeants and
40 forty-five privates.
41 The ambulance corps shall be under the control
42 and direction o f the surgeon general and shall be
43 instructed in such manner as may be prescribed
44 by him.
45 Upon the passage of this act, under the instruc-
46 tion o f the commander-in-chief, the surgeon gen-
47 eral may consolidate the two ambulance corps
48 now existing as contemplated in this section.
49 All assistant surgeons o f the militia after five
50 year’s continuous service may be appointed cap-
51 tains with the pay of a mounted staff officer o f
52 the same rank.

1 S e c t . 5. That section thirty-four, chapter four
2 hundred and eleven, acts o f eighteen hundred and
3 eighty-seven be amended to read as follows: —
4 Sect. 34. All staff officers o f the militia, shall
5 be appointed as herein after provided and com-
6 missioned by the commander-in-chief, on the re-
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7 quest of the several appointing officers, provided
8 that such appointees be eligible, and no judge
9 advocate shall be commissioned unless he be a

10 justice o f the peace and a member o f the Massa-
11 chusetts bar.
12 The staff o f the commander-in-chief shall be
13 appointed by him; the staff o f a brigade by the
14 brigadier general commanding; the staff o f a
15 regiment, separate battalion, corps o f cadets or
16 unattached company, by the permanent commander
17 thereof; the officers o f the signal corps by their
18 brigade commanders; the officers o f the ambu-
19 lance corps by the surgeon general.

1 Sect. 6. That section fifty-five, chapter four
2 hundred and eleven, acts of eighteen hundred and
3 eighty-seven as amended by chapter four hundred
4 and twenty-five, acts of eighteen hundred and
5 ninety be further amended to read as follows: —
6 Sect. 55. Non-commissioned staff officers of
7 brigades, separate battalion, corps o f cadets and
8 unattached companies, shall be appointed by their
9 respective permanent commanders, and such com-

10 manders o f regiments, separate battalions and
11 corps of cadets shall appoint the non-commissioned
12 officers o f companies upon the written nomination
13 o f the respective captains, but they may withhold
14 such appointment if in their judgment there be
15 proper cause.
16 Non-commissioned officers of the signal corps,
17 shall be appointed by their respective brigade
18 commanders, upon the written nomination of the
19 lieutenants commanding such signal corps.
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20 Non-commissioned officers o f the ambulance
21 corps shall be appointed by the surgeon general
22 upon the written nomination o f the captain com-
23 manding such ambulance corps.
24 Non-commissioned officers o f unattached com-
25 panies shall be appointed by their respective
26 captains.
27 Non-commissioned officers of the signal corps
28 may be reduced to the ranks by the permanent
29 brigade commander.
SO Non-commissioned officers o f the ambulance
31 corps may be reduced to the ranks by the surgeon
32 general.
33 The color sergeants, color guard, chief bugler
34 and sixteen drummers and one orderly shall be
35 appointed by regimental commanders.
36 The permanent commander o f any regiment,
37 battalion, corps of cadets or unattached company
38 may reduce to the ranks any company non-com-
39 missioned officer of his command.
40 Permanent commanders o f cadet corps may
41 reduce to the ranks non-commissioned staff offi-
42 cers of their corps.

1 S e c t . 7. That section fifty-seven, chapter four
2 hundred and eleven, acts o f eighteen hundred
3 and eighty-seven, be amended to read as fol-
4 lows:
5 Sect. 57. All soldiers except non-commis-
6 sioned staff officers and two color sergeants shall
7 be enlisted and mustered as privates.
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Sect . 8. That section fifty-eight, chapter four 
hundred and eleven, acts of eighteen hundred 
and eighty-seven, as amended by chapter four 
hundred and twenty-five, acts o f eighteen hun
dred and ninety, be further amended to read as 
follows: —

Sect. 58. Commanding officers of brigades, 
regiments and separate battalions, shall be the 
recruiting officers for their respective non-com
missioned staff.

Commanding officers o f corps of cadets for 
their respective corps and such person as the 
commander-in-chief may appoint for new com
panies under section twenty-four, until a captain 
shall have been elected or appointed to such 
company.

Colonels of regiments shall be the recruiting 
officers for the two color sergeants, two color 
guard, chief bugler, sixteen drummers and one 
orderly for their respective commands.

Captains and commanders o f signal and ambu
lance corps shall be the recruiting officers for 
their commands and in case o f vacancy command
ing officers o f regiments and battalions may order 
some officer to perform that duty, until such 
vacancy is filled.

Recruiting officers may enroll applicants for 
enlistment above the maximum allowed by law, not 
to exceed fifteen in number in each company, and 
such applicants may be instructed and drilled as 
recruits, and in the discretion of the recruiting 
officer, shall be preferred for enlistment as vacan
cies may occur.
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1 Sect. 9. That section seventy-three, chapter
2 four hundred and eleven, acts o f eighteen hun-
3 dred and eighty-seven, as amended by chapter
4 four hundred and twenty-five, acts o f eighteen
5 hundred and ninety, be further amended to read as
6 follows: —
7 Sect. 73. The uniform of the volunteer militia
8 shall consist of an overcoat, a coat, a fatigue
9 blouse or jacket, a pair o f trousers, a hat complete

10 and a fatigue cap for each enlisted man, the style
11 o f which shall be prescribed by the commander-
12 in-chief and uniforms hereafter provided shall be
13 substantially alike for each arm of the service.
14 No uniforms shall be provided by the State
15 except by a special appropriation for that pur-
16 pose, in which case the purchase shall be made
17 under such inspection as the commander-in-chief
18 may direct.
19 An extra issue o f clothing and equipments in
20 excess of number allowed by law may be made
21 under such rules as the quarter-master-general
22 may establish.

1 Sect . 10. This act shall take effect on its pas-
2 sage.








