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Executive Department Boston, April 19, 1892.

Bevresentati

I return to you herewith with my objections the bill
entitled “ An act to establish the salary of the justice of the
police court of Williamstown,” which originated in your
body.

The Legislature has recently created a joint special com-
mittee to sit during the recess of the Legislature, and to
consider whether the salaries of justices and clerks of the
police, municipal and district courts of the Commonwealth
hould be raised, reduced or equalized.
I am imformed that there are now pending before the

Legislature or its committees, numerous applications for an
increase of salary of various justices and clerks of these
courts. In my judgment, these applications should not
now be acted upon, pending an examination of the whole
question of salaries in said courts by said committee.

The salary paid in any court must depend to some extent
upon the salaries paid in other like courts, and an increase
of any one salary may affect the salaries to bo paid generally
for like service. Under the circumstances the salary of any
single judge or clerk I believe should be considered broadly
with reference to the salaries in all of said courts, as pro-
posed by the Legislature in its appointment of this special
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committee; and should not be the subject of a special act at
the request of the party interested or others in his behalf.

I regret to differ in opinion with the Legislature on this
matter which is not in itself of great importance; but, with
other like applications pending, I believe it important and
just that all should be considered in the manner I have
suggested, which accords with the prior action of the Legis-
lature.

WM. E. RUSSELL.
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